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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

As directed under Engrossed Substitute House Bill 2496 and Second Engrossed Second
Substitute Senate Bill 5595, the habitat conditions of salmonid-producing watersheds
within WRIAs 22 and 23 are reviewed and rated. In addition, we prioritized sub-basins
based upon greatest benefit to salmonids, and prioritized the actions (restoration,
conservation, and assessments) that are needed for restoration of each individual sub-
basin. The worst habitat problems are summarized here, but an overview of all the
habitat ratings is provided in Table 40 in the Assessment Chapter. The Assessment
Chapter also specifies the criteria used to rate habitat conditions. Other components of
this report include detailed discussions for each of the habitat conditions, which can be
found within the Habitat Limiting Factors Chapter of this report. Also, maps of updated
salmon and steelhead trout distribution, large woody debris (LWD) conditions, and
riparian conditions are located in a separate electronic file on this disc. This first round
report examines salmon and steelhead trout habitat conditions. Later versions will
address habitat issues for other salmonids.

The streams addressed in this report include all streams in WRIAs 22 and 23 that have
known salmon or steelhead usage. This includes the Grays Harbor estuary, the mainstem
Chehalis River, streams that drain into the Chehalis River, and independent streams that
drain into Grays Harbor such as the Humptulips River, Hoquiam River, Wishkah River,
Elk River, Johns River, and other independent sub-basins. The report begins with the
Grays Harbor estuary and continues upstream on a sub-basin by sub-basin approach.

One major impediment to assess the fish distribution and habitat conditions in these two
WRIAs is the tremendous lack of detailed field information. While the Chehalis drainage
is the second largest in Washington State (second to the Columbia River), only eight
watershed analyses have been completed, and of those, two are in areas upstream of most
anadromous salmonid production. Assessments regarding sedimentation, off-channel
habitat, channel conditions (incision, aggradation, etc), water usage, water quality,
salmonid escapement estimates, fish habitat use, stream flow, instream habitat
components (pools, LWD, etc), riparian conditions, and landcover are some of the major
categories where data are lacking. Also, the Chehalis basin is far behind most other areas
in the State regarding assessment and prioritization of fish habitat blockages. Very few
surveys of blockages have been conducted that include impacts to salmonids, and the
existing information is scattered among various landowners. The potential impact of
blockages to fish habitat is considerable because of the high road densities. Using NMFS
standards, none of the sub-basins rate “good” for road density and most rate “poor”. Fish
distribution data are also generally not as complete as in other areas of Washington State.
Several sub-basins are not annually surveyed. Without proper assessment of fish
presence and abundance, it will be difficult to accurately use fish data to define impacts
and recovery success and to monitor projects and recovery progress.

The Technical Advisory Group (TAG), combined with local citizens, used fish data
(number of stocks and number of stream miles with known salmon and steelhead
presence) to prioritize sub-basins within these two WRIAs. High priority sub-basins
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include the: Grays Harbor estuary, mainstem Chehalis River, Humptulips, Hoquiam,
Wishkah, Wynoochee, Satsop, Black River, Skookumchuck, Newaukum, and the South
Fork Chehalis sub-basins. Medium priority sub-basins are Johns, Elk River, Cloguallum,
Delezene, Rock/Williams, Garrard, Scatter, Lincoln, Elk Creek, and the upper Chehalis
River and tributaries (upstream of Pe Ell). Low priority sub-basins include Newman,
Workman, Porter, Gibson, Cedar, Independence, Stearns, Dillenbaugh, Salzer, Bunker,
and Rock Creek (near Crim Creek). Furthermore, action recommendations and data
needs are prioritized for each of these sub-basins, and those are detailed in the
prioritization section near the end of the report.

No one, single “bottleneck” is currently believed to most impact natural salmonid
production in these two WRIAs. In the early 1990s, Schroder and Fresh (1992)
documented severe water quality problems in Grays Harbor that resulted in a significant
loss of coho smolt production. However, several causes of the water quality problems
have been addressed, and the TAG believes that current water quality conditions in the
Grays Harbor estuary have improved. One major data need is to better assess current
water quality and potential impacts to salmonids in Grays Harbor. The estimated loss of
estuarine habitat is 30% and this is believed to be an underestimate. However, compared
to estuaries elsewhere in Washington State, this is a low level of loss. Dredging impacts
are another concern within Grays Harbor.

The mainstem Chehalis River has severe impacts from channel incision, sedimentation,
riparian loss or conversion, water quality problems, and reduction in stream flow, and
many of these problems are translated to the mainstem Chehalis River from tributaries.
The causes of channel incision are not well defined. In the upper Chehalis, debris
torrents have led to incision. Downstream, potential causes of incision include increased
sediment transport due to increased sediment loads from tributaries coupled with an
extensive loss of LWD. Also, increased peak flows due to urbanization and changes in
landcover vegetation is another suspected cause. While local bank erosion is common
along the mainstem, large sediment loads enter the mainstem Chehalis from the
tributaries. In order of contribution, those that contribute the most sediment are the
Satsop, Wynoochee, and three areas in WRIA 23 (the Newaukum, South Fork Chehalis,
and upper Chehalis sub-basins). To address sediment problems in the mainstem, actions
must occur in those sub-basins. There has also been an extensive loss of riparian
vegetation along the mainstem, coupled with conversion of conifer to hardwoods. This
contributes to bank erosion, warm water temperatures, and lack of LWD. The causes of
riparian loss to the mainstem are mainly agriculture and urbanization.

Water quality problems are well documented in the mainstem Chehalis River upstream of
Porter Creek, particularly for warm water temperatures and low dissolved oxygen levels.
The temperature problems are likely related to riparian loss, increased sedimentation
resulting in channel changes (width —to-depth ratios), and decreased water flows, not only
in the mainstem Chehalis, but also in tributaries. The priority mainstem segments for
riparian restoration include the Chehalis River mainstem from Porter Creek to the
headwaters. The primary causes for low dissolved oxygen levels are livestock waste and
urban stormwater. The priority areas to address those problems include Salzer Creek, the
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mainstem Chehalis River at RM 70.7 and from RM 77.6 to 97.9, Dillenbaugh Creek, the
South Fork Chehalis River, Black River, Lincoln Creek, Independence Creek, and Scatter
Creek. Warm water temperatures and low dissolved oxygen levels are also documented
in many of the tributaries, such as in the Humptulips, Wynoochee, Satsop, Wildcat,
Independence, Lincoln, Black, Scatter, Skookumchuck, Salzer, Dillenbaugh, Newaukum,
Stearns, Bunker, South Fork Chehalis, and upper Chehalis sub-basins. The known causes
of the poor water quality problems in these sub-basins are riparian loss or conversion,
livestock waste, sedimentation, decreased flows, industrial inputs, and urban stormwater.
It is also likely that the reduction in wetlands has contributed to degraded water quality.
Recommended solutions include riparian restoration, sediment load and transport
reduction, decreasing livestock waste inputs, decreasing industrial and urban inputs, and
increasing stream flows during the summer to early fall.

Low stream flows are an increasing problem in the mainstem Chehalis, and the problem
extends throughout many of the tributaries. Since 1953, mainstem flows measured near
Porter decreased 19%, while annual precipitation decreased only 6% (Wildrick et al.
1995). Many tributaries to the mainstem Chehalis River from Porter Creek upstream are
closed to further water rights allocations, because of concerns that base flows are not
being met. The closed streams are Wildcat Creek, Mox Chehalis Creek, Rock Creek,
Garrard Creek, Hope Creek, Lincoln Creek, Black River and several tributaries, Scatter
Creek, Salzer Creek, Dillenbaugh Creek, Stearns Creek, Bunker Creek, and the South
Fork Chehalis River. In addition, base flows are often not met in the Satsop, Wynoochee,
Skookumchuck, and Newaukum sub-basins. The primary water users in the WRIA 23
drainage are irrigation (top user), power generation, and domestic water use (Wildrick et
al. 1995). Also, groundwater is important to maintain summer flows in WRIA 23, and
potential increases in groundwater withdrawals would worsen stream flow conditions in
the summer months.

Riparian degradation is extensive throughout the sub-basins, particularly the Wynoochee,
Satsop, Cloquallum, Garrard, Lincoln, Skookumchuck, Newaukum, Salzer, Bunker, and
the South Fork Chehalis sub-basins. The lower reaches of most of the other sub-basins
have “poor” riparian conditions, as well. Instream levels of LWD are generally low,
where levels are known.

Excess sediment delivery is a major problem throughout most of the sub-basins. In those
with moderate to steep slopes, landslides from roads are one of the greatest problems, and
sidecast roads pose a notable risk. Road density is high throughout all the sub-basins,
especially in the upper Chehalis (6.4 mi roads/sq mi watershed) and Scatter Creek (5.3
mi/sq mi). Road densities greater than 3 mi/sq mi are found in the Stearns,
Skookumchuck, Newman, Mox Chehalis, Delezene, Workman, Bunker, Newaukum, Elk
Creek, Rock (near Crim Creek), Black, Lincoln, Independence, Elk River, Johns,
Wishkah, and the Hoquiam sub-basins. Bank erosion is common in the agricultural and
urban areas, with high levels in the Wynoochee, Satsop, Newman, Porter, Gibson, Black,
Skookumchuck, Newaukum, Stearns, South Fork Chehalis, Crim-Rock, upper Chehalis,
Elk Creek, Scammon, Lincoln, Rock/Williams, and Workman/Delezene sub-basins. The
high levels of sedimentation coupled with the low levels of LWD result in high sediment
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transport rates. This can increase the impact of scour, channel incision, and width-to-
depth ratios, and reduce habitat complexity.

Floodplain impacts are generally not well-documented, and because the Chehalis basin is
the third greatest coho salmon smolt producer in Western Washington (Seiler 2000), and
coho salmon depend heavily on side-channel and off-channel rearing habitat, floodplain
habitat should be a high priority issue. Known “poor” floodplain conditions exist in the
lower Skookumchuck and Hanaford sub-basin due to bank protection and channelization.
Other floodplain impacts such as channel incision or loss of refuge habitat have been
identified in parts of the Newaukum, Satsop, Wynoochee, Wishkah, Hoguiam, Newman,
Cloquallum, China, Salzer, and Stearns sub-basins. The causes of floodplain impacts are
poorly documented, but suspected causes include increased sediment transport (leading to
channel incision), bank hardening, and filling and draining of wetlands by urbanization
and agriculture. The loss of LWD has likely contributed to a loss of side-channel habitat.
One area of excellent floodplain habitat exists in the lower mainstem Chehalis from

RM 1-11, and this area is a high priority conservation need.

The problems within these two WRIAs are numerous and intertwined. Solutions to a
given problem might be varied, such as addressing water quality issues by riparian
restoration, stream flow increases, or sediment reduction. Reducing livestock access will
aid not only water quality conditions, but also bank erosion and riparian development.
Recommended efforts should consider the restoration of natural processes, as those will
likely be the most successful actions over the long-term. These include reducing human-
caused sedimentation, improving riparian conditions, restoration of natural stream flows,
and a return to natural floodplain conditions, especially in the high priority sub-basins.
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INTRODUCTION
Habitat Limiting Factors Background

The successful recovery of naturally spawning salmon populations depends upon
directing actions simultaneously at harvest, hatcheries, habitat and hydro, the 4H’s. The
1998 state legislative session produced a number of bills aimed at salmon recovery.
Engrossed Substitute House Bill (ESHB) 2496 is a key piece of the 1998 Legislature’s
salmon recovery effort, with the focus directed at salmon habitat issues.

Engrossed Substitute House Bill (ESHB) 2496 in part:

» directs the Conservation Commission in consultation with local government
and the tribes to invite private, federal, state, tribal and local government
personnel with appropriate expertise to act as a technical advisory group;

» directs the technical advisory group to identify limiting factors for salmonids
to respond to the limiting factors relating to habitat pursuant to section 8 sub 2
of this act;

» defines limiting factors as “conditions that limit the ability of habitat to fully
sustain populations of salmon.”

» defines salmon as all members of the family salmonidae, which are capable of
self-sustaining, natural production.

The overall goal of the Conservation Commission’s limiting factors project is to identify
habitat factors limiting production of salmon in the state. In waters shared by salmon,
steelhead trout and bull trout we will include all three. Later, we will add bull trout only
waters as well as cutthroat trout.

It is important to note that the responsibilities given to the Conservation Commission in
ESHB 2496 do not constitute a full limiting factors analysis. The hatchery, hydro and
harvest segments of identifying limiting factors are being dealt with in other forums.
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The Relative Role Of Habitat In Healthy Populations Of Natural Spawning Salmon

During the last 10,000 years, Washington State anadromous salmonid populations have
evolved in their specific habitats (Miller 1965). Water chemistry, flow, and the physical
stream components unique to each stream have helped shaped the characteristics of every
salmon population. These unique physical attributes have resulted in a wide variety of
distinct salmon stocks for each salmon species throughout the State. Within a given
species, stocks are population units that do not extensively interbreed because returning
adults rely on a stream's unique chemical and physical characteristics to guide them to
their natal grounds to spawn. This maintains the separation of stocks during
reproduction, thus preserving the distinctiveness of each stock.

Throughout the salmon's life cycle, the dependence between the stream and a stock
continues. Adults spawn in areas near their own origin because survival favors those that
do. The timing of juveniles leaving the river and entering the estuary is tied to high
natural river flows. It has been theorized that the faster speed during out-migration
reduces predation on the young salmon and perhaps is coincident to favorable feeding
conditions in the estuary (Wetherall 1971). These are a few examples that illustrate how
a salmon stock and its environment are intertwined throughout the entire life cycle.

Salmon habitat includes the physical, chemical and biological components of the
environment that support salmon. Within freshwater and estuarine environments, these
components include water quality, water quantity or flows, stream and river physical
features, riparian zones, upland terrestrial conditions, and ecosystem interactions as they
pertain to habitat. However, these components closely intertwine. Low stream flows can
alter water quality by increasing temperatures and decreasing the amount of available
dissolved oxygen, while concentrating toxic materials. Water quality can impact stream
conditions through heavy sediment loads, which result in a corresponding increase in
channel instability and decrease in spawning success. The riparian zone interacts with
the stream environment, providing nutrients and a food web base, woody debris for
habitat and flow control (stream features), filtering runoff prior to surface water entry
(water quality), and providing shade to aid in water temperature control.

Salmon habitat includes clean, cool, well-oxygenated water flowing at a normal (natural)
rate for all stages of freshwater life. In addition, salmon survival depends upon specific
habitat needs for egg incubation, juvenile rearing, migration of juveniles to saltwater,
estuary rearing, ocean rearing, adult migration to spawning areas, and spawning. These
specific needs can vary by species and even by stock.

When adults return to spawn, they not only need adequate flows and water quality, but
also unimpeded passage to their natal grounds. They need deep pools with vegetative
cover and instream structures such as root wads for resting and shelter from predators.
Successful spawning and incubation depend on sufficient gravel of the right size for that
particular population, in addition to the constant need of adequate flows and water
quality, all in unison at the necessary location. Also, delayed upstream migration can be
critical. After entering freshwater, most salmon have a limited time to migrate and
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spawn, in some cases, as little as 2-3 weeks. Delays can results in pre-spawning
mortality, or spawning in a sub-optimum location.

After spawning, the eggs need stable gravel that is not choked with sediment. River
channel stability is vital at this life history stage. Floods have their greatest impact to
salmon populations during incubation, and flood impacts are worsened by human
activities. In a natural river system, the upland areas are forested, and the trees and their
roots store precipitation, which slows the rate of storm water into the stream. The
natural, healthy river is sinuous and contains large pieces of wood contributed by an
intact, mature riparian zone. Both slow the speed of water downstream. Natural systems
have floodplains that are connected directly to the river at many points, allowing
wetlands to store flood water and later discharge this storage back to the river during
lower flows. In a healthy river, erosion or sediment input is great enough to provide new
gravel for spawning and incubation, but does not overwhelm the system, raising the
riverbed and increasing channel instability. A stable incubation environment is essential
for salmon, but is a complex function of nearly all habitat components contained within
that river ecosystem.

Once the young fry emerge from the gravel nests, certain species such as chum, pink, and
some chinook salmon quickly migrate downstream to the estuary. Other species, such as
coho, steelhead, bull trout, and chinook, will search for suitable rearing habitat within the
side sloughs and channels, tributaries, and spring-fed "seep™ areas, as well as the outer
edges of the stream. These quiet-water side margin and off channel slough areas are vital
for early juvenile habitat. The presence of woody debris and overhead cover aid in food
and nutrient inputs as well as provide protection from predators. For most of these
species, juveniles use this type of habitat in the spring. Most sockeye populations
migrate from their gravel nests quickly to larger lake environments where they have
unique habitat requirements. These include water quality sufficient to produce the
necessary complex food web to support one to three years of salmon growth in that lake
habitat prior to outmigration to the estuary.

As growth continues, the juvenile salmon (parr) move away from the quiet shallow areas
to deeper, faster areas of the stream. These include coho, steelhead, bull trout, and
certain chinook. For some of these species, this movement is coincident with the summer
low flows. Low flows constrain salmon production for stocks that rear within the stream.
In non-glacial streams, summer flows are maintained by precipitation, connectivity to
wetland discharges, and groundwater inputs. Reductions in these inputs will reduce that
amount of habitat; hence the number of salmon dependent on adequate summer flows.

In the fall, juvenile salmon that remain in freshwater begin to move out of the mainstems,
and again, off-channel habitat becomes important. During the winter, coho, steelhead,
bull trout, and remaining chinook parr require habitat to sustain their growth and protect
them from predators and winter flows. Wetlands, stream habitat protected from the
effects of high flows, and pools with overhead are important habitat components during
this time.
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Except for bull trout and resident steelhead, juvenile parr convert to smolts as they
migrate downstream towards the estuary. Again, flows are critical, and food and shelter
are necessary. The natural flow regime in each river is unique, and has shaped the
population’s characteristics through adaptation over the last 10,000 years. Because of the
close inter-relationship between a salmon stock and its stream, survival of the stock
depends heavily on natural flow patterns.

The estuary provides an ideal area for rapid growth, and some salmon species are heavily
dependent on estuaries, particularly chinook, chum, and to a lesser extent, pink salmon.
Estuaries contain new food sources to support the rapid growth of salmon smolts, but
adequate natural habitat must exist to support the detritus-based food web, such as
eelgrass beds, mudflats, and salt marshes. Also, the processes that contribute nutrients
and woody debris to these environments must be maintained to provide cover from
predators and to sustain the food web. Common disruptions to these habitats include
dikes, bulkheads, dredging and filling activities, pollution, and alteration of downstream
components such as lack of woody debris and sediment transport.

All salmonid species need adequate flow and water quality, spawning riffles and pools, a
functional riparian zone, and upland conditions that favor stability, but some of these
specific needs vary by species, such as preferred spawning areas and gravel. Although
some overlap occurs, different salmon species within a river are often staggered in their
use of a particular type of habitat. Some are staggered in time, and others are separated
by distance.

Chum and pink salmon use the streams the least amount of time. Washington adult pink
salmon typically begin to enter the rivers in August and spawn in September and
October, although Dungeness summer pink salmon enter and spawn a month earlier
(WDFW and WWTIT 1994). During these times, low flows and associated high
temperatures and low dissolved oxygen can be problems. Other disrupted habitat
components, such as less frequent and shallow pools from sediment inputs and lack of
canopy from an altered riparian zone or widened river channel, can worsen these flow
and water quality problems because there are fewer refuges for the adults to hold prior to
spawning.

Pink salmon fry emerge from their gravel nests around March and migrate downstream to
the estuary within a month. After a limited rearing time in the estuary, pink salmon
migrate to the ocean for a little over a year, until the next spawning cycle. Most pink
salmon stocks in Washington return to the rivers only in odd years. The exception is the
Snohomish Basin, which supports both even- and odd-year pink salmon stocks.

In Washington, adult chum salmon (3-5 years old) have three major run types. Summer
chum adults enter the rivers in August and September, and spawn in September and
October. Fall chum adults enter the rivers in late October through November, and spawn
in November and December. Winter chum adults enter from December through January
and spawn from January through February. Chum salmon fry emerge from the nests in
March and April, and quickly outmigrate to the estuary for rearing. In the estuary,
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juvenile chum follow prey availability. In Hood Canal, juveniles that arrive in the
estuary in February and March migrate rapidly offshore. This migration rate decreases in
May and June as levels of zooplankton increase. Later as the food supply dwindles,
chum move offshore and switch diets (Simenstad and Salo 1982). Both chum and pink
salmon have similar habitat needs such as unimpeded access to spawning habitat, a stable
incubation environment, favorable downstream migration conditions (adequate flows in
the spring), and because they rely heavily on the estuary for growth, good estuary habitat
is essential.

Chinook salmon have three major run types in Washington State. Spring chinook are
generally in their natal rivers throughout the calendar year. Adults begin river entry as
early as February in the Chehalis, but in Puget Sound, entry doesn't begin until April or
May. Spring chinook spawn from July through September and typically spawn in the
headwater areas where higher gradient habitat exists. Incubation continues throughout
the autumn and winter, and generally requires more time for the eggs to develop into fry
because of the colder temperatures in the headwater areas. Fry begin to leave the gravel
nests in February through early March. After a short rearing period in the shallow side
margins and sloughs, all Puget Sound and coastal spring chinook stocks have juveniles
that begin to leave the rivers to the estuary throughout spring and into summer (August).
Within a given Puget Sound stock, it is not uncommon for other chinook juveniles to
remain in the river for another year before leaving as yearlings, so that a wide variety of
outmigration strategies are used by these stocks. The juveniles of spring chinook salmon
stocks in the Columbia Basin exhibit some distinct juvenile life history characteristics.
Generally, these stocks remain in the basin for a full year. However, some stocks migrate
downstream from their natal tributaries in the fall and early winter into larger rivers,
including the Columbia River, where they are believed to over-winter prior to
outmigration the next spring as yearling smolts.

Adult summer chinook begin river entry as early as June in the Columbia, but not until
August in Puget Sound. They generally spawn in September and/or October. Fall
chinook stocks range in spawn timing from late September through December. All
Washington summer and fall chinook stocks have juveniles that incubate in the gravel
until January through early March, and outmigration downstream to the estuaries occurs
over a broad time period (January through August). A few of these stocks have a
component of juveniles that remain in freshwater for a full year after emerging from the
gravel nests.

While some emerging chinook salmon fry outmigrate quickly, most inhabit the shallow
side margins and side sloughs for up to two months. Then, some gradually move into the
faster water areas of the stream to rear, while others outmigrate to the estuary. Most
summer and fall chinook outmigrate within their first year of life, but a few stocks
(Snohomish summer chinook, Snohomish fall chinook, upper Columbia summer
chinook) have juveniles that remain in the river for an additional year, similar to many
spring chinook (Marshall et al. 1995). However, those in the upper Columbia, have scale
patterns that suggest that they rear in a reservoir-like environment (mainstem Columbia
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upstream from a dam) rather than in their natal streams and it is unknown whether this is
a result of dam influence or whether it is a natural pattern.

The onset of coho salmon spawning is tied to the first significant fall freshet. They
typically enter freshwater from September to early December, but has been observed as
early as late July and as late as mid-January (WDF et al. 1993). They often mill near the
river mouths or in lower river pools until freshets occur. Spawning usually occurs
between November and early February, but is sometimes as early as mid-October and can
extend into March. Spawning typically occurs in tributaries and sedimentation in these
tributaries can be a problem, suffocating eggs. As chinook salmon fry exit the shallow
low-velocity rearing areas, coho fry enter the same areas for the same purpose. As they
grow, juveniles move into faster water and disperse into tributaries and areas which
adults cannot access (Neave 1949). Pool habitat is important not only for returning adults,
but for all stages of juvenile development. Preferred pool habitat includes deep pools
with riparian cover and woody debris.

All coho juveniles remain in the river for a full year after leaving the gravel nests, but
during the summer after early rearing, low flows can lead to problems such as a physical
reduction of available habitat, increased stranding, decreased dissolved oxygen, increased
temperature, and increased predation. Juvenile coho are highly territorial and can occupy
the same area for a long period of time (Hoar 1958). The abundance of coho can be
limited by the number of suitable territories available (Larkin 1977). Streams with more
structure (logs, undercut banks, etc.) support more coho (Scrivener and Andersen 1982),
not only because they provide more territories (useable habitat), but they also provide
more food and cover. There is a positive correlation between their primary diet of insect
material in stomachs and the extent the stream was overgrown with vegetation (Chapman
1965). In addition, the leaf litter in the fall contributes to aquatic insect production
(Meehan et al. 1977).

In the autumn as the temperatures decrease, juvenile coho move into deeper pools, hide
under logs, tree roots, and undercut banks (Hartman 1965). The fall freshets redistribute
them (Scarlett and Cederholm 1984), and over-wintering generally occurs in available
side channels, spring-fed ponds, and other off-channel sites to avoid winter floods
(Peterson 1980). The lack of side channels and small tributaries may limit coho survival
(Cederholm and Scarlett 1981). As coho juveniles grow into yearlings, they become
more predatory on other salmonids. Coho begin to leave the river a full year after
emerging from their gravel nests with the peak outmigration occurring in early May.
Coho use estuaries primarily for interim food while they adjust physiologically to
saltwater.

Sockeye salmon have a wide variety of life history patterns, including landlocked
populations of kokanee which never enter saltwater. Of the populations that migrate to
sea, adult freshwater entry varies from spring for the Quinault stock, summer for Ozette,
to summer for Columbia River stocks, and summer and fall for Puget Sound stocks.
Spawning ranges from September through February, depending on the stock.
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After fry emerge from the gravel, most migrate to a lake for rearing, although some types
of fry migrate to the sea. Lake rearing ranges from 1-3 years. In the spring after lake
rearing is completed, juveniles enter the ocean where more growth occurs prior to adult
return for spawning.

Sockeye spawning habitat varies widely. Some populations spawn in rivers (Cedar
River) while other populations spawn along the beaches of their natal lake (Ozette),
typically in areas of upwelling groundwater. Sockeye also spawn in side channels and
spring-fed ponds. The spawning beaches along lakes provide a unique habitat that is
often altered by human activities, such as pier and dock construction, dredging, and weed
control.

Steelhead have the most complex life history patterns of any Pacific salmonid species
(Shapovalov and Taft 1954). In Washington, there are two major run types, winter and
summer steelhead. Winter steelhead adults begin river entry in a mature reproductive
state in December and generally spawn from February through May. Summer steelhead
adults enter the river from about May through October with spawning from about
February through April. They enter the river in an immature state and require several
months to mature (Burgner et al 1992). Summer steelhead usually spawn farther
upstream than winter stocks (Withler 1966) and dominate inland areas such as the
Columbia Basin. However, the coastal streams support more winter steelhead
populations.

Juvenile steelhead can either migrate to sea or remain in freshwater as rainbow or
redband trout. In Washington, those that are anadromous usually spend 1-3 years in
freshwater, with the greatest proportion spending two years (Busby et al. 1996). Because
of this, steelhead rely heavily on the freshwater habitat and are present in streams all year
long.

Bull trout/Dolly Varden stocks are also very dependent on the freshwater environment,
where they reproduce only in clean, cold, relatively pristine streams. Within a given
stock, some adults remain in freshwater their entire lives, while others migrate to the
estuary where they stay during the spring and summer. They then return upstream to
spawn in late summer. Those that remain in freshwater either stay near their spawning
areas as residents, or migrate upstream throughout the winter, spring, and early summer,
residing in pools. They return to spawning areas in late summer. In some stocks
juveniles migrate downstream in spring, overwinter in the lower river, then enter the
estuary and Puget Sound the following late winter to early spring (WDFW 1998).
Because these life history types have different habitat characteristics and requirements,
bull trout are generally recognized as a sensitive species by natural resource management
agencies. Reductions in their abundance or distribution are inferred to represent strong
evidence of habitat degradation.

In addition to the above-described relationships between various salmon species and their
habitats, there are also interactions between the species that have evolved over the last
10,000 years such that the survival of one species might be enhanced or impacted by the
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presence of another. Pink and chum salmon fry are frequently food items of coho smolts,
Dolly Varden char, and steelhead (Hunter 1959). Chum fry have decreased feeding and
growth rates when pink salmon juveniles are abundant (Ivankov and Andreyev 1971),
probably the result of occupying the same habitat at the same time (competition). These
are just a few examples.

Most streams in Washington are home to several salmonid species, which together, rely
upon freshwater and estuary habitat the entire calendar year. As the habitat and salmon
review indicated, there are complex interactions between different habitat components,
between salmon and their habitat, and between different species of salmon. For just as
habitat dictates salmon types and production, salmon contribute to habitat and to other
species.

Introduction to Habitat Impacts

The quantity and quality of aquatic habitat present in any stream, river, lake or estuary is
a reflection of the existing physical habitat characteristics (e.g. depth, structure, gradient,
etc) as well as the water quality (e.g. temperature and suspended sediment load). There
are a number of processes that create and maintain these features of aquatic habitat. In
general, the key processes regulating the condition of aquatic habitats are the delivery and
routing of water (and its associated constituents such as nutrients), sediment, and wood.
These processes operate over the terrestrial and aquatic landscape. For example, climatic
conditions operating over very large scales can drive many habitat forming processes
while the position of a fish in the stream channel can depend upon delivery of wood from
forest adjacent to the stream. In addition, ecological processes operate at various spatial
and temporal scales and have components that are lateral (e.g., floodplain), longitudinal
(e.g., landslides in upstream areas) and vertical (e.g., riparian forest).

The effect of each process on habitat characteristics is a function of variations in local
geomorphology, climatic gradients, spatial and temporal scales of natural disturbance,
and terrestrial and aquatic vegetation. For example, wood is a more critical component of
stream habitat than in lakes, where it is primarily an element of littoral habitats. In
stream systems, the routing of water is primarily via the stream channel and subsurface
routes whereas in lakes, water is routed by circulation patterns resulting from inflow,
outflow and climatic conditions.

Human activities degrade and eliminate aquatic habitats by altering the key natural
processes described above. This can occur by disrupting the lateral, longitudinal, and
vertical connections of system components as well as altering spatial and temporal
variability of the components. In addition, humans have further altered habitats by
creating new processes such as the actions of exotic species. The following sections
identify and describe the major alterations of aquatic habitat that have occurred and why
they have occurred. These alterations are discussed as limiting factors. Provided first
though, is a general description of the current and historic habitat including salmon
populations.
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CHEHALIS WATERSHED DESCRIPTION AND CONDITION

This report describes and rates habitat conditions within WRIAs 22 and 23 (Map 1). The
geographic area includes the entire Chehalis drainage and all tributaries to the Chehalis
River. The report also includes the independent watersheds that drain into Grays Harbor,
such as the Humptulips River, the Hoquiam River, Johns River, Elk River, and several
smaller streams. In total, there are 1,391 streams with 3,353 linear stream miles in these
two WRIAs (Phinney and Bucknell 1975). The Chehalis Basin is the second largest
basin in Washington State, second only to the Columbia River Basin.

The largest tributaries based upon average annual discharge are the Satsop sub-basin
(1968 cfs), the Humptulips sub-basin (1344 cfs), the Wynoochee sub-basin (1316 cfs),
the Skookumchuck sub-basin (540 cfs), the Newaukum sub-basin (506 cfs), Cloquallum
Creek (375 cfs), and the Black River (330 cfs) (Pickett 1992).

The Mainstem Chehalis River Habitat Description and Salmonid Distribution

The mainstem Chehalis River is formed by the confluence of the East Fork Chehalis
River with the West Fork Chehalis River at RM 118.9 (Phinney and Bucknell 1975). The
East Fork Chehalis is considered a continuation of the mainstem Chehalis River in the
WDFW Stream Catalog. The headwaters for the mainstem Chehalis River are in the
eastern Willapa Hills near the town of Pe Ell. However, tributaries to the Chehalis River
arise from diverse sources, such as the Olympic Mountains, the Bald Hills, the Willapa
Hills, the Black Hills, and a spur of the Cascade Mountain Range.

The upper Chehalis mainstem flows northerly and is unusual in having a confined
channel with a moderate to low gradient (Weyerhaeuser 1994a). The landuse in this area
is predominately forestry. As the mainstem flows through the areas of Pe Ell and Doty,
the direction of flow changes to the east. As the Chehalis River approaches its
confluence with the Newaukum River, the floodplain broadens and turns again to flow in
a northerly direction. From Pe Ell to the city of Chehalis, the landuse adjacent to the
mainstem is dominated by agriculture.

Urban and industrial use predominates as the mainstem flows through the Centralia and
Chehalis area. The channel is deeply cut with very little spawning habitat, as the
streambed is comprised of sands. A very low gradient of less than 1 foot per mile exists
just upstream of the Skookumchuck confluence (ACOE 2000 draft). Downstream of
Centralia, the landuse surrounding the Chehalis River mainstem is again dominated by
agriculture. Near Scatter Creek, the mainstem flows in a westerly direction through an
area of low prairie land that has experienced heavy residential growth.

Near Gibson, Porter, and Cedar Creeks, the mainstem has both spawning and rearing
habitat, although the mainstem spawning habitat is used mostly by chinook and
historically by chum salmon. Agriculture occurs in the valleys, with timber production
on the moderately steep slopes (Phinney and Bucknell 1975). Downstream of Porter, the
flow changes to westerly and spawning habitat becomes limited in the mainstem Chehalis
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River. In this area, the Satsop River, one of the largest sub-basins in the drainage, enters
the mainstem Chehalis River. The current upper extent of most of the chum spawning
habitat is in this region, near the mouth of Cloquallum Creek. While some chum
spawning occurs farther upstream and in the Black River, it is at a much lower level than
historically existed (Phinney and Bucknell 1975). Coho salmon and steelhead trout use
the mainstem for transportation to spawning areas, and also rear in the sloughs and off-
channel habitat. From Montesano to the mouth, the mainstem Chehalis River is tidally
influenced with numerous sloughs and side channels (Ralph et al. 1994). The larger
sloughs are Blue, Preachers, Higgins, and Metcalf sloughs, while the larger freshwater
tributaries include the Wynoochee and the Wishkah Rivers. The sloughs and side
channels provide important rearing habitat for salmonids.

Throughout the Chehalis drainage, land ownership is predominately private, with state
holdings in the Capitol Forest and U.S. Forest Service ownership in the upper reaches of
tributaries within WRIA 22 (Jennings 1995). Agricultural activities dominate the valleys,
while timber management occurs throughout most of the upland areas. Forests
encompass a total of about 85% of the entire drainage (Pickett 1992), 66% of those are
privately owned (CRC 1992). The lower Chehalis Basin (downstream of Porter) consists
of 91% forest, while the upper Chehalis is 77% forest. Agricultural activities account for
10% of the basin's landuse, and the remainder is urban and industrial lands, mostly
concentrated in Aberdeen, Hoquiam, Centralia, and Chehalis (Pickett 1992).

The Humptulips River Basin Habitat Description and Salmonid Distribution

The drainage area of the Humptulips sub-basin encompasses 276 square miles, of which
119.6 square miles is upstream of the East and West Forks at river mile 28.1. The upper
two thirds of the East and West Fork drainages are in the Olympic National Forest, with
the headwaters originating from the southern Olympic Mountains. The vast majority of
the lower East and West Fork Humptulips Rivers and the remainder of the drainage
consist of private timberlands owned or managed by Rayonier Northwest Forest
Resources, Simpson Timber Company, Mason Timber, and Green Crow Timber
Company. Annual precipitation at the headwaters is over 220 inches, with 100 inches in
the lower basin. Intense, long storms are frequent from October through April.

Soils are derived from marine basalts with some minor inclusions of sedimentary
bedrock, both highly prone to erosion (Lewis County Conservation District 1992).
Landslides provide most of the erosion and sediment input to the upper watershed, while
streambank erosion predominates in the lower basin. The most severe erosion is
downstream of the town of Humptulips, where the river forms an alluvial plain. It is
estimated that the river actively erodes 20 miles of its banks, washing away nine acres of
bottomland, annually (Lewis County Conservation District 1992).

Land within the East and West Fork Humptulips drainages is exclusively commercial
timberland or National Forest, and has been highly managed for timber. Within the
National Forest, there is still some old growth forest; however, private forest and the
small state parcels in the remainder of the drainage have been completely converted to
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second growth. The regenerated forests have a higher component of hardwoods and
Douglas fir than native forests, and riparian hardwood stands are more extensive than in
pre-managed forests (Peter 1999).

In the lower drainage, the uplands are almost exclusively private timberlands, while the
floodplain of the mainstem Humptulips is mostly rural residential or agricultural land,
with only a few active livestock farms remaining. In addition to logging and farming, the
basin is used for gravel mining, fishing, and recreation. The Humptulips River still has a
rural character, with less than 3,000 people living within the drainage. The largest
community is the town of Humptulips located along the mainstem near the vicinity of the
Highway 101 bridge crossing (Lewis County Conservation District 1992).

There is a total of 187 miles of known habitat in the Humptulips River sub-basin that
supports fall chinook, fall chum, and coho salmon, plus winter and summer steelhead
trout (Maps 2a-2d). This includes approximately 8.6 miles of rearing habitat in Burg,
Campbell, Jessie and Gillis Sloughs, which enter the tidal zone of the lower river.
Chenois and Grass Creeks enter North Bay immediately southeast of the Humptulips
River, and they also provide rearing habitat. A majority of the habitat is located in the
mainstem, East Fork, and West Fork Humptulips Rivers, as well as in Big and Stevens
Creeks. Other tributaries with greater than one mile of accessible habitat are Newbury,
O’Brien, Donkey, Brittain, Deep, Fairchild, and Hansen Creeks (Martin and McConnell
1999; WDFW/QIN Escapement Survey Data). Fish passes constructed on O’Brien
Creek, Rainbow Creek, and East Fork Humptulips River have extended salmon and
steelhead habitat (1.5, 0.7, and 10.5 miles respectively) above natural barrier falls. All
other tributaries are steep in gradient with impassible natural barriers near their mouths.

Identification of Historic Patterns of Habitat Alterations

Timber Industry

Logging in the Grays Harbor region began in 1881 when the first steam-driven sawmill
opened in Cosmopolis. By 1887, two more mills were operating on Grays Harbor where
the cities of Aberdeen and Hoquiam established. McGillicuddy (1976) provides a good
summary of early logging in the Humptulips River drainage. In 1882, timber stood to the
banks of most rivers and streams in Grays Harbor County. Initial harvesting took place
along the banks of the lower seven miles of the Humptulips River within the tidal zone
where trees could be felled directly into the river and transported to tidewater on the
ebbing tide. Bull team and horse logging, followed by donkey steam engines, allowed
timber harvest further from the riverbank. These techniques moved logs to the river on
skid trails constructed of logs half buried in the ground.

As timber harvest progressed upriver of the tidal zone, logs were transported to the bay
during flood events, and beginning in the early 1900s, by splash dams. Over 30 splash
dams were constructed on the Humptulips River and its tributaries between 1900 and
1920, and these dams were in place for an average duration of 20 years (Hiss and
Knudsen 1992). Dam heights ranged from 12 to 45 feet in the tributaries and 30 to 48
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feet in the East and West Forks (Collins and Dunne 1986). Splash dams stored logs in
temporary reservoirs, and when gates were opened, artificial flood flows carried the logs
to the next splash dam and eventually to tidewater. Splash dams blocked salmonid
migration, degraded habitat below the dams by scouring stream gravels to bedrock,
deposited bark on the stream bottom during log storage, and removed large woody debris
(LWD) from the frequent high flows (Murphy 1995; Hiss and Knudsen 1992). Frequent
high-water events during log drives changed the vegetation diversity of the riparian areas.
As the riparian forest regenerated, the intermittent flooding favored the growth of alder
(Peter 1999), which reduced the future source of conifer LWD.

Most old growth timber on private lands in the Humptulips sub-basin was harvested
between 1930 and 1950, while the majority of harvest in the Olympic National Forest
(ONF) occurred from the 1950s to the 1980s (Peter 1999). As timber harvest increased,
roads and railroads were constructed to transport timber. Until the 1980s, logging road
standards did not protect salmonid habitat. Older logging roads remain problems today,
serving as triggers for landslides, increasing fine sediments to streams, and blocking fish
access. Also, until the mid-1980s, riparian harvest was unregulated resulting in clearcut
harvesting to the edge of streams. Harvest of streamside trees reduced the amount of
stream shade and eliminated future sources of LWD. Until the early 1980s, LWD that
did enter salmon streams naturally, was often removed along with logging debris.

Beginning in the 1980s, forest practice regulations began to progressively incorporate
guidelines aimed at reducing impacts to fish bearing habitat. The Timber, Fish, and
Wildlife Agreements in 1987 and 1992 resulted in more restrictive standards for riparian
harvest, harvest on unstable slopes, and road construction and maintenance on state and
private lands (Murphy 1995). The listing of the Northern Spotted Owl on the
Endangered Species List resulted in the 1994 Northwest Forest Plan, which indirectly
provided benefits to salmon habitat in the upper East and West Fork Humptulips
drainages by eliminating harvest of the remaining old growth forest in the Olympic
National Forest. No commercial harvest of timber in the Olympic National Forest within
the upper East and West Fork Humptulips has occurred since 1994, but timber harvest of
second growth timber has continued to take place on private timberlands lower in the
East and West Forks, Stevens Creek, and Big Creek drainages. Continuing declines in
salmon stocks in many Washington State watersheds resulted in The 1999 Forests and
Fish Report (ESB 2091) and the current forest practices rules (June 2000) that provide
further protection of salmon habitat from harvest and associated roads on private
timberlands.

Gravel Mining

The increased road building for log transportation resulted in an increased demand for
gravel. During the early road-building years, stream gravel was used extensively.
Beginning in 1945, permits were required, and by 1955 it was prohibitive to mine in a
wetted channel (Collins and Dunne 1986). Besides the physical impacts that gravel bar
mining caused, juvenile salmon entering pits during high flows were often trapped as
flows subsided. Scalping of exposed gravel bars was then permitted with the requirement
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that gravel bars be graded flat to avoid isolating juvenile salmonids from the river
channel. Gravel harvesting occurred on at least 24 gravel bars in the mainstem
Humptulips River, resulting in a harvest rate that exceeded the replenishment rate
between 1955 and 1985 (Collins and Dunne 1986). This, along with the reduction of
LWD in the channel to capture gravel, reduced the availability of spawning gravel in the
mainstem Humptulips River. In response to the Collins and Dunne’s study, Grays
Harbor County established gravel bar harvesting limits for the Humptulips River
beginning in 1986. Since 1990, gravel bar harvest cannot exceed 6,500 cubic yards and
harvest sites are only permitted where they will reduce stream bank erosion or flood
hazards (Grays Harbor County Planning Department 1987a). Harvest in this manner
does not directly degrade habitat, but does reduce the amount of gravel available in the
system to be redistributed during high flow events.

Rural Development

The Humptulips watershed is rural with only 2,400 residents living in the watershed in
1990. The largest community is Humptulips, located along the Humptulips River
between RMs 22 and 24. Projected population in the year 2,010 is only 2,650 (Lewis
County Conservation District 1992). Due to the low population density there is little
impact to water quality from sewage or stormwater run-off. Paved road densities related
to residential areas is very low.

Agricultural

As land was cleared during timber harvest, some land in the floodplain was transformed
to farms. Until the 1970s, there were both dairy and livestock farms, but currently there
are only livestock operations in the drainage (Dave Peiper, rancher, personal
communication). Livestock farms are located in the vicinity of RM 4, 17, 26, and at the
confluence of Big and Hansen Creeks (Brian Erickson, Columbia Pacific RC&D,
personal communication). During the mid 1990s, there were livestock exclusion projects
conducted at all four of these livestock ranches to reduce bank erosion, riparian impacts,
and water quality problems. The 1986 Grays Harbor County Comprehensive Plan
designates most of the Humptulips floodplain as agricultural, but active agricultural land
in the basin is limited to scattered livestock grazing on Dave Peiper’s leased lands and the
cottonwood ranch located between RM 4 and 5. Just outside of the basin there is a tract
of cranberry farms located approximately one mile west of the Humptulips River on
North Bay.

Habitat Protection and Rehabilitation Projects Completed

As the degradation of fisheries habitat from land management activities in the Pacific
Northwest became more widely acknowledged during the 1980s, habitat restoration
projects were planned in the Humptulips sub-basin. In 1990, Trout Unlimited in
cooperation with Columbia Pacific RC&D and the Quinault Indian Nation, developed the
Loomis Imprinting Ponds by providing access to abandoned gravel ponds. Since 1994,
various government and private partners have completed four LWD introduction projects,
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eight riparian planting and/or livestock exclusion projects, and created off-channel
rearing habitat through enhancement of an existing gravel pit (Brian Erickson, Columbia
Pacific RC&D; Ron Wisner, Grays Harbor Conservation District; Sally Lewis, Trout
Unlimited, personal communication).
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Table 1. Completed Humptulips Watershed Restoration Projects (Columbia Pacific
RC&D, Grays Harbor County Conservation District).

Location River Mile | Project Type Year
Loomis Ponds 24 Gravel Pit — Rearing Ponds | 1990
O’Brien Creek 2 Large Woody Debris 1994 - 95
Mainstem 3 Large Woody Debris 1995
Kollman’s Pond 21 Gravel Pit — Rearing Pond 1995 - 96
Big Creek 10 Large Woody Debris 1996
Mainstem 3 Riparian Planting 1996
Mainstem / Falls Cr 17 Riparian Fence / Planting 1997
Mainstem & Trib. 4 Riparian Fence 1997
So. Branch Big Cr. 1 Large Woody Debris 1998
Big / Hansen Cr. 3 Riparian Fence 1998
Mainstem 26 Riparian Fence 1998
Big Creek 10 Riparian Planting 1998
Mainstem 26 Riparian Fence 1998
So. Branch Big Cr. 1 Riparian Planting 1998 - 99
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Habitat Description and Salmonid Distribution in the Hoquiam, Wishkah, and
South Grays Harbor Sub-Basins

The low gradients of the Hoquiam, Wishkah, and South Grays Harbor drainages created a
broad tidewater area and floodplain that was very productive for salmon and steelhead.
The broad tidewater area also provided ideal conditions for logging along the lower rivers
where logs could easily be transported to Grays Harbor during ebb tide flows. As timber
was harvested along the streams within the tidal zone, splash dams were constructed to
transport logs upstream of the tidal zone. Starting with timber harvesting, and followed
by agricultural, commercial, and residential development, the forested river valleys have
progressively changed to the current patchwork of landuse and associated vegetation
types. There are limited data available on fish habitat conditions within this area for the
Limiting Factors Analysis.

Hoquiam River Habitat Description

The Hoquiam River drains a 98 square mile are, and consists of three major forks. The
East Fork confluence is at RM 2.5, and the West Fork and Middle Fork confluence is at
RM 7.1. The Little Hoquiam River enters the lower mainstem from the west, just
upstream of the East Fork, at RM 3.5. The lower five miles of the mainstem Hoquiam
flows through the City of Hoquiam where most of the riparian vegetation has been
permanently converted into commercial or residential lands. Rural residences are
scattered along the remainder of the mainstem and the lower West Fork Hoquiam Rivers.
The City of Hoguiam owns 7,500 acres of forested land within the West Fork Hoquiam
River drainage that is protected as a municipal watershed and closed to public access.
Within the municipal watershed, diversion dams on Davis Creek and the West Fork
Hoquiam River provide water storage for the City of Hoquiam.

The Middle Fork Hoguiam drainage is not accessible by public roads, and has been
exclusively managed for commercial timber. The East Fork Hoquiam watershed has
dense residential development along the lower 0.75 miles, with sparse development
further upstream. Most of the Little Hoguiam drainage consists of second growth
commercial timber and in the uplands, residential development. There has been no
agricultural development in the Hoquiam River drainage due to the poorly drained soils
in the floodplain. Outside of the developed floodplain areas and the West Fork municipal
watershed, the remainder of the Hoguiam River drainage is managed commercial
timberlands of second growth forest.

Habitat Description in Fry Creek

Fry Creek is a 2.5 mile long independent tributary that drains the hills immediately north
of Hoquiam and flows near the Hoguiam and Aberdeen boundary before entering Grays
Harbor. Fry Creek has been severely degraded by marine industrial development in the
estuary. The lower half mile of Fry Creek is channelized with the original channel filled
from the marine industrial development. Rootwads have been anchored every 100
meters, but a more natural channel is needed to restore any functioning habitat. In the
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lower and middle reaches, residential and road development have occurred, while timber
harvest and off-road vehicle travel in the hills of the upper drainage (Klatte 1999).
Recently, the commercial forestland in the upper drainage is being converted to a new
housing and condominium subdivision with paved roads.

The combined impacts of land conversion and timber harvest have extensively degraded
the habitat. Recent harvesting left marginal buffers that appear to be less than the current
Forest and Fish standards (Mark Wenger, Columbia Pacific RC&D, personal
communication). In addition, fine sediments appear to be a major problem. Columbia
Pacific RC&D, Grays Harbor College, and Grays Harbor PUD installed three spawning
pads in the middle drainage, introduced LWD, and planted riparian vegetation, but fine
sediments have already degraded the new substrate. Further restoration of Fry Creek will
be difficult due to the heavy development in the lower mile of the drainage coupled with
the impacts from land conversion and timber harvest in the uplands.

Habitat Description in the Wishkah River Sub-Basin

The Wishkah River drains a 102 square mile area with the mainstem, East and West
Forks originating in the foothills of the southern Olympic Mountains. The Wishkah
River enters the Chehalis River at river mile 0 and is tidally influenced in its lower 7
miles. The lower 3 miles of the Wishkah are exclusively commercial or residential lands,
with only small areas containing streamside vegetation. From this point upstream to the
upper end of tidal influence at RM 8, the river meanders through reforested mature alder
and mixed conifer that is currently undeveloped. Upstream of the tidal zone to RM 23,
the floodplain consists of agricultural and rural residential development. The floodplain
upstream of this point is mostly commercial timberlands. The uplands throughout the
drainage have been intensely managed for commercial timber and are a patchwork of
clearcuts in various successional stages of reforestation. The Malinowski Dam at RM
32.1 of the upper mainstem created the 2.8 acre Aberdeen Reservoir, which serves as the
water supply for the City of Aberdeen.

Habitat Description in the South Grays Harbor Drainages

The South Grays Harbor region includes the two larger drainages of Elk and Johns River
and six smaller, independent drainages (O’Leary, Stafford, Indian, Chapin, Newskah, and
Charley Creeks) entering Grays Harbor between Johns River and the mouth of the
Chehalis River. The Elk and Johns Rivers have extensive estuaries, which support oyster
farms. The remainder of the Elk River drainage is managed as commercial timberlands.

The Johns River estuary also has a cranberry processor located at the mouth. The estuary
was diked and drained to develop croplands, but a recent project breached the dike in two
locations on the eastside of the river, and installed a tidal gate to increase function and
access to fish habitat. The Johns River estuary is part of the Johns River State Wildlife
Area, which is a popular elk viewing and waterfowl hunting area. Rural residential land
is located along Johns River Road between RM 4 and 6 where the road periodically
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follows the river. The uplands throughout the drainage are managed commercial
timberlands.

Newskah Creek is the third largest drainage in the South Grays Harbor region. Its diked
estuary was recently breached as part of an off-site mitigation project from construction
of the Stafford Creek Correctional Facility. Rural residential development and a large
rock quarry are located in the lower Newskah watershed. All other land in the drainage
has been managed for commercial timber.

The small independent drainages of O’Leary, Stafford, Indian, Chapin, and Charley
Creeks are short basins that have minimal spawning habitat due to sedimentation from
legal timber harvesting activities since the 1930s (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). All have
good rearing habitat due to the low gradients, good riparian vegetation, and instream
woody debris. There is rural residential development along Highway 105, which crosses
all of these creeks, but the estuaries and floodplains are mostly undisturbed. The uplands
surrounding these creeks are exclusively commercial timberlands. The only other notable
development along these creeks is the Stafford Creek Correctional Facility that was
completed in 1999.

Salmonid Distribution in the Hoquiam, Wishkah, and South Grays Harbor Sub-Basins

This area supports fall chinook, chum, and coho salmon, and winter steelhead trout
(Maps 2a-2d). The only summer steelhead trout are located in the West Fork Hoquiam
River (Streamnet 2000). Chum salmon are distributed throughout the floodplain reaches
of all rivers in this area, but the distribution limits have not been well documented except
for known presence up to the Wishkah River Falls at RM 29.4 (Map 2b) (Raines et al.
1992). The East Fork Hoquiam River and Wishkah River and their tributaries are
believed to have the largest chum runs in this area (WDFW and WWTIT 1993). A long
time resident knowledgeable with the South Grays Harbor drainages believes that the
number of chum salmon in South Grays Harbor drainages has declined significantly over
the past 40 years (Floyd Ruggles, South Bay resident, personal communication).

In the Wishkah River, chinook salmon spawning is concentrated in the mainstem
(WDFW and WWTIT 1994), with additional distribution into the upper reaches of the
West and East Forks (Map 2a) (Streamnet 2000). Fall chinook in the Wishkah watershed
are described as "native” (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). Since 1985, the stock has been
supplemented by the Long Live the Kings native broodstock hatchery located on the
upper mainstem near RM 26 (WDFW and WWTIT 1993).

In the Hoquiam River, fall chinook spawning is primarily concentrated in the East and
West Forks, with some spawning in Davis Creek and the Middle Fork (Map 2a).
Hoquiam chinook stocks are considered "native", with only one documented fingerling
release of 1,600 native-origin brood fall chinook raised at the Stevens Creek Hatchery in
1985 (Stan Hammer, WDFW, personal communication). Fall chinook salmon are also
found in the mainstems of Johns River, Elk River ( WDFW and WWTIT 1994), and
occasionally in the smaller drainages (Floyd Ruggles, personal communication), but
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Streamnet (2000) only documents presence to RM 10 of Johns River. Historical records
do not mention chinook salmon in South Grays Harbor drainages, and runs may have
originated from hatchery plants during the 1950s to 1970s (WDFW and WWTIT 1993).

It is likely that winter steelhead are present in most accessible tributaries where coho
spawning has been documented. Wishkah Falls, at RM 29.4, is the upstream barrier for
salmon, but steelhead are able to pass the falls at high flows and use the river up to the
Malinowski Dam at RM 32.2 (Raines et al. 1992). Steelhead are distributed to the upper
reaches of the Newskah, Johns River, and Elk River drainages (Map 2d) (Streamnet
2000).

The streams in South Grays Harbor have low gradient mainstems with abundant
wetlands, providing ideal habitat for coho salmon. Coho salmon are known to spawn in
all of the South Grays Harbor drainages with Johns River historically supporting the
largest coho return in South Grays Harbor, followed by Andrews Creek in the EIk River
drainage (Map 2c). The smaller independent tributaries, especially Newskah River and
Chapin Creek, in some years support as many, or more coho as the Elk River
(WDFWI/QIN Escapement Surveys).
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Habitat Description and Salmonid Distribution in the Wynoochee Sub-Basin

The Wynoochee River drains the southwest side of the Olympic Mountains with the
uppermost headwaters contained within the Olympic National Park and the upper 17
miles of the mainstem (including 4.4 miles in Wynoochee Lake) within the Olympic
National Forest. The total drainage area of the Wynoochee sub-basin is 195 square miles,
of which 53.5 square miles are upstream of the National Forest boundary (U.S. Forest
Service 1996). The remainder of the drainage is primarily in private ownership. The
headwaters of the mainstem and upper tributaries originate at a 3000’ elevation,
Wynoochee Lake (at RM 50.8) is at 250" elevation.

The lowest mile of the Wynoochee River is tidally influenced. The Wynoochee River
enters the Chehalis River at RM 13.0 near the upper end of the tidal influence of Grays
Harbor. Annual rainfall in the drainage ranges from 75 inches in the lower river to 220
inches in the headwaters.

Upstream of RM 26, land is almost exclusively commercial forestland (80%) (U.S. Forest
Service 1996). Simpson Timber Company owns the timberlands downstream of the U.S.
Forest Service property and Weyerhaeuser Company owns timberlands in the lower
valley. While the uplands are managed for commercial timber, the floodplain of the
lower river has been converted to agricultural land. Currently, the agricultural land is
used either for livestock or for crop farms. Dairy farms have not operated since the
1980s (Ron Wisner, Grays Harbor Conservation District, personal communications).
Development within the floodplain is limited to residences associated with farms and
some residential subdivisions on the terrace lands in the lower two miles of the
Wynoochee valley. The only community in the sub-basin is the City of Montesano,
located about one mile northeast of the mouth of the Wynoochee River.

Wynoochee Lake was created when a 172-foot high dam was completed at RM 50.8 in
1972. The Wynoochee Dam was constructed to maintain summer flows above critical
levels, to control flooding of agricultural and residential land in the lower valley, and to
provide recreational opportunities (U.S. Forest Service 1996). Prior to the dam,
Wynoochee Falls, at RM 58.1, was the natural barrier to salmon migration and spawning.
The upper limit of salmon migration is now at the water supply dam for the fish
collection facility at RM 47.8. The natural spawning populations of coho salmon and
steelhead have been maintained upstream of the reservoir by transporting fish captured at
the fish collection facility. Beginning in 1985, fall chinook salmon captured at the fish
collection facility have also been released above the reservoir. Historically, it is thought
that spring chinook spawned in the area immediately upstream of the dam (David
Hamilton, Regional Enhancement Group, personal communication).

In the early 1990s, the Wynoochee Dam was upgraded with hydroelectric turbines that
went on-line in 1994. To mitigate for mortality of outmigrating smolt from turbine
entrapment, hydroelectric turbines are not operated during April 15 through June 30
when the majority of smolts leave (U.S. Forest Service 1996). However, smolt mortality
rates have ranged from 14% to 42% due to high velocities at the tailrace outlet and from
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migration delays due to poor attraction to the outlet openings located at four different
depths of the dam. To further mitigate smolt mortality, funding has been requested to
install an Eicher screen that is expected to improve coho smolt survival to 95% (Shane
Scott, Tacoma Power, personal communication). Construction of the dam has not only
decreased the distribution of fish and increased salmonid mortality, but also has altered
river flows and sediment transport below the dam. In an effort to mitigate the sediment
transport balance, Tacoma Power periodically dredges gravel from above the fish
collection facility dam, and spreads it on a gravel bar downstream of the dam to be
redistributed in the system during high water. Large woody debris that is caught in the
log booms above the dam is also transported to the gravel bar below the fish collection
dam (Shane Scott, Tacoma Power, personal communication).

Since the 1960s, the City of Aberdeen has had an industrial water withdrawal at RM 8.1
that diverts water to Lake Aberdeen. This has resulted in decreased summer flows and
increased water temperatures (greater than 18°C). One of the objectives of the
Wynoochee Dam is to provide summer flows downstream of the diversion that support
salmonid migration and rearing. At the Wynoochee Dam, minimum flows of 140 cfs are
required to be maintained from April through June, with a minimum of 190 cfs the
remainder of the year (ACOE 1983).

The Wynoochee River has been extensive mined for road gravels in the past (Collins and
Dunn 1986). Gravel mining has occurred throughout the lower river in pits located in the
floodplain and through gravel bar scalping operations. Current gravel mining is limited
to floodplain pits, with emergency permits for gravel bar scalping to remove excess
gravel deposition for the purpose of controlling erosion or flooding, as outlined in the
Grays Harbor County Shorelines Master Program Interim Policies on Extracting Gravel
from River Bars (Grays Harbor County 1986b). Since the dam was completed in 1972,
the amount of gravel in the system might not support gravel harvesting because the
replenishment rate has been reduced (Collins and Dunn 1986).

Salmonid Distribution in the Wynoochee Sub-Basin

Wynoochee Falls at RM 58.1 was historically the natural upstream barrier to chinook and
coho salmon and steelhead trout, prior to construction of the Wynoochee Dam at RM
50.1. In 1994, the use of the Wynoochee Dam was converted from flood control to
hydroelectric generation, which eliminated spawning habitat for an estimated 1,500 coho
salmon and 570 steelhead trout adults. To mitigate the impacts of the conversion of 4.4
miles of anadromous river into a reservoir, a fish collection facility was constructed at
RM 47.8. The 20” water supply dam for the fish collection facility became the upstream
extent of salmon and steelhead migrations, blocking a total of 6.6 miles of spawning
habitat, 4.4 miles within the reservoir, and 2.2 miles of habitat between the water supply
dam and the Wynoochee Dam. Salmon and steelhead captured at the collection facility
are transported 7.5 miles upstream, and released in the river above the reservoir.

Coho are widely distributed in the Wynoochee River drainage with primary spawning in
the middle and upper reaches of the mainstem and tributaries of Carter, Schafer, and Big
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Creeks (Map 2c). Black, Helm, and Wedekind Creeks support spawning populations in
the lower drainage (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). Prior to construction of the Wynoochee
Dam, coho salmon utilized habitat up to Wynoochee Falls at RM 58.1, but now the upper
limit is RM 47.8 at the fish collection facility. WDFW estimated that 3,460 coho
historically spawned upstream of this point (ACOE 1983). Since construction of the
dam, coho salmon have been transported upstream of the reservoir to spawn in the 2.5
miles of habitat below the falls. Annual coho transports have ranged from 236 to 5,698
adults, comprising an average of 24% of the total Wynoochee River coho salmon
escapement (ACOE 1997). Hatchery releases from several stocks outside of the
Wynoochee have been made since the 1950s, resulting in stocks of mixed origin. Annual
hatchery plants of coho fry were made through 1991, but no stocking has been done since
then (Stan Hammer, WDFW, personal communication).

Fall chinook salmon historically distributed to Wynoochee Falls, but now range to RM
47.8 below the dam. Primary spawning areas are the mainstem upstream of RM 10.5
with key tributary production in Carter, Schafer, Helm, Big, and Anderson Creeks (Map
2a). Since 1952, there have only been three hatchery releases of chinook salmon
originating from other drainages.

Winter steelhead trout are native to the basin with their historic spawning distribution
extending to Wynoochee Falls (Map 2d). Estimates of habitat indicate an average of
1,500 steelhead historically spawned upstream of the existing Wynoochee Dam.

Typical of chum salmon distributions, their upper range of habitat is lower in the
drainage than chinook and coho salmon or steelhead trout. Chum salmon are known to
utilize habitat up to RM 39 near the confluence with Save Creek (Map 2b) (U.S. Forest
Service 1996). The river above this point enters a confined canyon for over 5 miles
where increased water velocities prevent further upstream migration.

Identification of Historic Patterns of Habitat Alterations

Timber Industry

Timber harvest in the Wynoochee sub-basin began in the early 1900s along the tidally
influenced lowest mile of the river where logs could be transported to the Chehalis River
on the out-going tides. As timber harvesting progressed upstream of the tidal zone, logs
were transported to the bay during flood events or by splash dams. Splash dams were
used to drive logs in the lower tributaries of the Wynoochee, but there are no records of
splash dams being used in the mainstem or any tributaries upstream of RM 9.2. Black
Creek had four splash dams, Geisler Creek had two dams, and Sylvia and Wedekind
Creeks each had one splash dam (Wendler and Deschamps 1955). Splash dams stored
logs in temporary reservoirs and when gates were opened, artificial flood flows carried
the logs to the next splash dam and eventually to tidewater. Splash dams blocked
upstream migration to spawning and rearing habitat, degraded spawning habitat below
the dams by scouring stream gravels to bedrock, deposited bark on the stream bottom
during log storage, and removed LWD from the frequent high flows (Murphy 1995; Hiss
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and Knudsen 1992). Frequent high-water events during log drives also changed the
vegetation diversity of the riparian areas. As the forest regenerated, the intermittent
flooding favored regeneration by alder (Peter 1999), which reduced the future source of
conifer LWD. Beginning in the 1930s, roads and railroads began to replace splash dams
for log transportation.

Gravel Mining

As roads replaced river transport of logs, gravel to construct roads was needed. The most
easily available source was from the river channels and gravel bars, and gravel mining
was a common practice on the Wynoochee River until 1986. Besides the physical
impacts that gravel bar mining caused, such as increasing suspended sediment, juvenile
salmon entering pits during high flows were often trapped as flows subsided. Beginning
in 1955, it was prohibitive to mine in a wetted channel, but mining of exposed gravel bars
at low water continued until the mid 1980s. Scalping of exposed gravel bars was then
permitted with the requirement that gravel bars be graded flat to avoid isolating juvenile
salmonids from the river channel. However, gravel bar mining between RM 2 and RM
11 continued to exceed the natural replenishment rate of gravel from 1966 to 1986
(Collins and Dunne 1986). Current gravel mining is limited to floodplain pits and gravel
bar scalping with site specific permits for the purpose of controlling erosion or flooding,
as outlined in the Grays Harbor County Shorelines Master Program Interim Policies on
Extracting Gravel from River Bars (Grays Harbor County 1986b). Harvest in this
manner does not directly degrade habitat, but does reduce the amount of gravel available
in the system to be redistributed during high flow events.

In recent years, WDFW required that gravel pits be located outside of the active
floodplain channel or on bench lands outside the floodplain. WDFW recognized the
potential for gravel pits located in the floodplain to provide rearing habitat, requiring
egress channels to the river to allow salmon access to abandoned ponds. At RM 16, there
is a network of five abandoned gravel pits that were restored in the 1980s and early 1990s
into salmon rearing ponds (Weyco-Brisco Ponds), with a common access to the river
(Norman 1998). Today, the ponds appear natural with dense alder and willow vegetation
along the pond margins and an abundance of submerged debris providing good cover for
juvenile salmon.

Residential / Agricultural

The lower 22 miles of the Wynoochee River can be classified as rural with the majority
of land being either agricultural or a mix of residential and agricultural landuse. The City
of Montesano, with a population of 3,270 (U.S. Census Data 1990), is located
approximately one mile upstream of the confluence of the Chehalis and Wynoochee
Rivers. Residential lands are being developed on the terrace above the floodplain in the
lower two miles on both sides of the river, but there are no large developments in the
floodplain.
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Habitat Restoration Projects

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service habitat inventory on the lower 44 miles of the
Wynoochee River identified streambank erosion from livestock as the primary cause for
habitat degradation in non-forested areas of the watershed (Hiss and Knudsen 1992;
Wampler et al. 1993). Because of these findings, the Grays Harbor Conservation District
and Columbia Pacific Resource Conservation and Development, with landowner
cooperation, began implementing livestock exclusion fencing projects on agricultural
lands. Other restoration projects have included creating off-channel juvenile salmon
rearing habitat from decommissioned gravel pits and replacement of a fish passage
barrier culvert on Schafer Creek (Table 2).

Table 2. Wynoochee River Watershed Restoration Projects

Location RM | Project Type

Sylvia Creek 0.8 Riparian Fence, 2,260’

Sylvia Creek 0.8 Riparian Fence, 7,020’

Spaulding Creek Confluence 1.0 Evasive Plant Removal, Native Planting
Spaulding Creek Confluence 1.0 Riparian Fence, 650’

Wynoochee River 1.0 Gravel Pit Rearing Pond
Wynoochee River 8.5 Riparian Fence, 2,900’
Wynoochee River 9.5 Riparian Fence, 1,550’
Wynoochee River 12.5 | Riparian Fence, 1,550’
Wynoochee River 13.0 | Riparian Fence, 2,800
Wynoochee River 13.8 | Riparian Fence, 3,800’
Wynoochee River 13.8 | Riparian Fence, 9,975’
Wynoochee River 13.8 | Riparian Planting, Instream Barbs
Wynoochee River 15.0 | Riparian Fence, 5,620’

Weyco Brisco Ponds (Mainstem) | 16.0 | Gravel Pit Rearing Ponds, LWD
Wynoochee River 19.0 | Riparian Fence, 3,900
Wynoochee River 19.0 | Riparian Fence, 16.000’
Wynoochee River 20.0 | Riparian Fence, 10,120

Schafer Creek Culvert Replacement
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The Satsop River Sub-Basin Habitat Description and Salmon Distribution

The Satsop River sub-basin drains over 300 square miles, and is formed by the
confluence of the East, Middle, and West Fork Satsop Rivers (Phinney and Bucknell
1975). The various forks of the Satsop River drain the Olympic Mountains, with the East
Fork Satsop considered a continuation of the mainstem. Below the forks, the mainstem
Satsop River flows through a broad, flat valley, currently utilized for agriculture and rural
residences. Mean annual precipitation ranges from over 160 inches in the headwaters to
about 80 inches in the lower reaches (Weyerhaeuser and Simpson Timber Co 1995).

The East Fork Satsop River flows through low hills and flat valleys, and has several
major tributaries, such as Decker Creek, Dry Run Creek, and Bingham Creek, each
supporting salmon populations (Maps 2a-2e). The upper East Fork is formed by the
confluence of Stillwater and Phillips Creeks. Stillwater Creek provides steelhead
spawning and rearing habitat for about one mile upstream and downstream of its
confluence with Phillips Creek (Jay Hunter, WDFW, personal communication).

Bingham Creek is a major tributary that enters the East Fork Satsop River at RM 17.4. It
flows through low hills, and has spawning habitat for coho salmon (up to RM 12),
steelhead trout (up to RM 10), and chum salmon (up to RM 5.3) (Streamnet 1999). A
small tributary to Bingham Creek, stream number 22.0468, supports coho spawning up to
RM 0.3 (Map 2c). Outlet Creek joins Bingham at RM 2.2 and provides spawning habitat
for coho up to RM 3.7 (Streamnet 1999) and steelhead up to RM 1.7 (Jay Hunter,
WDFW, personal communication). Outlet Creek drains Lake Nahwatzel, and tends to
dry up in the summer. In the past, screens were placed in Outlet Creek to keep trout in
the lake. These screens also prevented the use of the lake for rearing by coho up until
recent years, when the screens were removed. Bingham Creek also is the site for a
salmon hatchery, which is located near its mouth.

The lower East Fork Satsop River has a low gradient and joins with the Middle Fork
Satsop River at RM 11. Numerous salmonid species utilize this area (Maps 2a-2e).
Cook Creek enters the East Fork at RM 10, and provides steelhead trout habitat to RM
0.5, and coho, chum and chinook salmon habitat to RM 1 (Streamnet 1999). The East
Fork/mainstem Satsop Rivers support fall chinook spawning from the mouth to RM 17.4
and fall chum spawning from RM 2.5 to 17.4 (Maps 2a and 2b). However, the chum
primarily use the side-channels and sloughs (Phinney and Bucknell 1975).

Of special note are summer chinook that spawn in the mainstem Satsop River and East
Fork Satsop River up to the confluence of Bingham Creek and the East Fork Satsop River
(Map 2e). Summer chinook also spawn in lower Decker Creek (WDFW and WWTIT
1994). Small numbers of riverine sockeye used to spawn in the lower mainstem, but
none have been noted in the last 5 years (John Linth, WDFW, personal communication).
Coho spawn and rear in the mainstem from RM 3.3 to RM 25 (Streamnet 1999). In the
smaller tributaries, coho spawning has been documented up to RM 1.5 in stream 22.0459,
up to RM 5.5 in Dry Run Creek, up to RM 1 in Cook Creek, and up to RM 0.5 in stream
22.0408 (Streamnet 1999). Coho have been documented up to RM 1.0 in stream 22.0470
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(WDFW Spawning Ground Survey Database). Also in the lower East Fork Satsop River,
several side sloughs are utilized by coho and chum salmon, including the Simpson
Sloughs #1 and 2, the Simpson Springs Side Channel, and Maple Glen Slough.

Steelhead trout utilize the mainstem from RM 2.5 to about 1 mile into Stillwater Creek
(Map 2d). From RM 20 to 25 of the mainstem East Fork Satsop River is a marshy area
that doesn’t support spawning, but does contribute to rearing and transportation (Jay
Hunter, WDFW, personal communication). Dry Run Creek is used by steelhead
spawners up to RM 2.9 (Streamnet 1999).

Decker Creek is a major salmon-producing tributary that enters the East Fork Satsop
River at RM 12. It flows southerly through prairies and valleys and has a low gradient
(Phinney and Bucknell 1975). Steelhead, chum, and chinook spawners have been
documented up to RM 11.4 (Streamnet 1999), and coho have been recorded up to RM
15.2 (WDFW Spawning Ground Survey Database). Dry Bed Creek is a major tributary
to Decker Creek, joining at about RM 5.8. In Dry Bed Creek, steelhead trout (Jay
Hunter, WDFW, personal communication) and coho salmon (WDFW Spawning Ground
Database) have been observed spawning up to RM 8.4. Coho also spawn in Dry Creek
(up to RM 1) and Peterson Creek (RM 3), both are small tributaries to upper Dry Bed
Creek. Chum salmon spawn in Dry Bed Creek up to RM 7.5 as well as in the lower mile
of Peterson Creek (Map 2b) (Streamnet 1999).

The Middle Fork Satsop River joins the East Fork Satsop River at RM 11. Its headwaters
are located in the foothills of the Olympic Mountains, and it flows southerly through
steep valleys and canyons until about RM 23.8 (confluence with Baker Creek). The
surrounding land then changes to prairie and valleys. Most of the land has been under
forest management. Major tributaries include: Baker Creek (joins at RM 23.8), Walter
Creek (joins at RM 30.2), Rabbit Creek (joins at RM 16.6), and Smith Creek (joins at RM
3.3). Winter steelhead trout have an extensive range within the Middle Fork drainages,
spawning up to RM 24.5 in the mainstem, up to RM 2 in Rabbit Creek, and up to RM 1.2
in Baker Creek (Map 2d) (Streamnet 1999). Coho have been documented to RM 23.8 in
the mainstem, RM 1 in Baker Creek, RM 3 in Rabbit Creek, RM 0.8 in stream 22.0420,
and RM 0.7 in Smith Creek (Map 2c) (Streamnet 1999). Chinook salmon spawn in the
lower 15.6 miles of the mainstem Middle Fork, while chum salmon have been
documented in the lower 9.5 miles. Chum salmon also spawn in the lower mile of Smith
Creek and in the lower 2 miles of stream 22.0420 (Streamnet 1999).

Downstream of the confluence of the Middle Fork and the East Fork Satsop, two small
tributaries empty into the mainstem Satsop at RM 8.1 (King Creek), and 8.9 (stream
22.0408). Chum salmon spawn in the lower 0.4 miles of King Creek and in the lower 0.6
miles of stream 22.0420 (WDFW Spawning Ground Database).

The West Fork Satsop empties into the mainstem Satsop at RM 6.3, and is a glacial
stream with flow patterns and turbidity that differ from the remaining Satsop sub-basin.
Its headwaters are in the steep foothills of the Olympic Mountains. The headwaters
geology consists of a mix of volcanic rocks, which are stronger and weather more slowly
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than the rocks in the lower watershed, producing gravel and boulders (Weyerhaeuser and
Simpson Timber Co 1995). Coho salmon and steelhead trout spawn in these upper
waters to about RM 34.5 (Streamnet 1999) and 33.4 (Jay Hunter, WDFW, personal
communication), respectively. A series of falls and cascades occur near RM 35.5, and
are natural blocks to anadromous salmon (Phinney and Bucknell 1975). Both coho and
steelhead spawn up to RM 0.8 (to the falls) in Little River (Weyerhaeuser 1995), a
tributary to the upper West Fork. Chinook salmon also spawn in the mainstem West Fork
up to RM 32, and chum salmon spawn up to RM 21.8 (Streamnet 1999).

In the middle West Fork, the landform changes to moderate and low relief with short,
steep tributaries. The geology changes to materials that break down quickly to gravels,
sands, silts and clays. Canyon River is a major tributary that joins at RM 20. It supports
steelhead trout spawners up to a falls at RM 10.3 (Jay Hunter, WDFW, personal
communication), and coho and chinook salmon up to RM 8 (Streamnet 1999).

Black Creek joins the West Fork at about RM 18.2, and its lower 0.9 miles support
chinook, coho, and steelhead (WDFW Spawning Ground Database). The lower West
Fork Satsop is surrounded by rolling hills with a sandstone geology. Singer Creek joins
at RM 14.9 and provides spawning habitat for chinook salmon up to RM 0.8 and coho
salmon up to RM 0.5 (WDFW Spawning Ground Database). Stream number 22.0372
joins the West Fork at RM 7.1, with chinook salmon spawning in its lower 0.8 miles, and
coho salmon in the lower 1.1 miles. Still Creek enters the West Fork at RM 3. Chinook
and chum salmon spawn up to RM 2.5, while coho salmon spawn up to RM 4.5 (WDFW
Spawning Ground Database).

Historic Land Use in the Satsop Sub-Basin

Hartman and Scrivener (1990) have described the common features of temperate
rainforest watersheds of western Vancouver Island, and these watersheds are similar to
those in western Washington. The watersheds have abundant rainfall in the winter that
could result in hydrologic stress, especially in a disturbed condition. The natural, pre-
disturbed conditions have mild winter and summer stream temperatures. Coniferous
forests in the late seral stage surrounded the streams. This resulted in abundant LWD and
clean well-sorted gravels. Deep pools were numerous due to the abundant LWD, which
also moderated gradient by forming step-pool profiles. The forests consisted primarily of
large (200’ tall) western hemlock, Sitka spruce, western red cedar, and Douglas fir. The
canopy was relatively open due to low densities of the massive trees. Deciduous trees
were much less numerous (ratio of deciduous to conifer 1:1,000) and when present,
consisted mostly of red alder and bigleaf maple (Kuchler 1964).

The Satsop River Basin began to change significantly in the early 1900s with the onset of
active timber harvest. Early logging techniques were very damaging to rivers, while the
Satsop River itself was used for log transportation in those early years. Later, railroads
were constructed near the river which resulted in numerous cuts and fills, contributing to
sedimentation. By 1945, the lower watershed had been fully logged, and the U.S. Forest
Service began partial-cut harvest in the upper watershed (Weyerhaeuser and Simpson
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Timber Co 1995), almost completely changing the vegetation in the watershed. The early
logging in the lower two thirds of the watershed removed the old-growth forest, including
the riparian areas, and burned the land without replanting, converting the riparian from
old-growth fir to alder (Weyerhaeuser and Simpson Timber Co 1995). In the 1940s, log
trucks began transporting logs, but rail is still used to some degree. The use of log trucks
led to a proliferation of logging roads within the basin, and some of these early roads are
still major contributors to sediment in the streams. Wildfires were common in the West
Fork basin, especially after timber harvest due to high fuel loads. Much of the middle
and southern basin were cable logged to stream channels, which resulted in large inputs
of sediment and debris.

Splash dams were constructed in the Satsop sub-basin, and were especially harmful to
salmon populations (Weyerhaeuser and Simpson Timber Co 1995). Impact from these
dams include a total blockage of habitat to anadromous salmon, scour of spawning
gravels (and eggs within) downstream of the dam, increased channel instability and
sometimes channel incision (which increases scour risk and cuts off the river from the
floodplain, reducing salmon rearing habitat). The locations of these dams were:

Canyon Creek (T16, R4, S18)
Decker Creek (T20, R7, S24, 25)
Middle Fork Satsop (T20, R7, S22)
Satsop River (T18, R7, S25)

Smith Creek (T19, R7, S10, 23, 24)
Still Creek (T18, R7, S10)
Robertson Creek (T21, R7, S10).

By the 1960s, stream cleaning began and continued throughout the 1970s, which resulted
in the removal of large woody debris (LWD), now recognized as important for salmon
habitat. In the late 1960s or early 1970s, the U.S. Forest Service also began clear-cutting
the upper watershed and burning the slash (Weyerhaeuser and Simpson Timber Co
1995). These actions in the headwaters have resulted in the inability to reforest the land.
The thin soils and steep slopes were unsuitable for clear cut timber harvest, and new
growth is slow to achieve hydrologic maturity (Weyerhaeuser and Simpson Timber Co
1995).

Currently, the lower reaches flow mainly through agricultural land, and the middle and
upper watersheds are still predominantly managed for timber harvest with improved
forest practices. The land surrounding the West Fork Satsop River is primarily owned by
Simpson Timber Company (39%), the U.S. Forest Service (33%), and Weyerhaeuser
(22%) (Weyerhaeuser and Simpson Timber Co 1995).

46



Habitat Description and Salmonid Distribution in Newman, Workman, Delezene,
Cloquallum and Mox Chehalis Sub-Basins

Newman Creek is located slightly east of the Satsop River, and heads in low hills to join
the Chehalis River at RM 20.8 (Phinney and Bucknell 1975). Its largest tributary is
Vance Creek, which joins lower Newman Creek at RM 0.4. Agriculture and residential
development heavily impact the lower reaches of Newman and Vance Creeks. There has
been extensive riparian removal and channelization.

Cloquallum Creek drains 70 square miles of low hills east of the Satsop River near the
town of Elma. The entire 20.2 mile length of the mainstem is low gradient and accessible
to salmon. Key tributaries making up the 21 square mile watershed are Wildcat Creek
entering the lower Cloquallum and Rock Creek, which enters the middle reaches of the
mainstem. Landuse in the watershed is rural residential in the lower floodplain, with a
scattering of small livestock pastures. The confluence of Cloguallum Creek and the
Chehalis River has a high density of agricultural land. McCleary is located at RM 5.1 on
Wildcat Creek. Land use in the uplands is private timberland management of second
growth forest. The riparian areas are predominantly alder regrowth with sparse
distribution of conifers because there were no forest practice guidelines for streamside
buffers until the 1980s.

Mox Chehalis Creek is a low gradient stream that drains the lowlands northeast of the
Capital State Forest. The floodplain has scattered rural residential and livestock grazing
lands, while the low hills are in commercial timber production. Sand Creek is the main
tributary entering the north bank at RM 7. It originates in a large wetland pond
immediately south of Highway 8 near McCleary, and flows through a low wetland for
over 5 miles. Mox Chehalis Creek enters the Chehalis at river mile 25 through an old
oxbow channel. The historic lower mile of Mox Chehalis has been filled for croplands,
and the stream has been re-routed.

Delezene and Workman Creeks are left bank tributaries to the Chehalis River. Their
lower reaches have some agricultural or residential development, while the middle and
upper reaches of Delezene Creek have been managed for timber production with
increasing conversion to residences. Of the two streams, Delezene Creek is considered
the more important for salmon production because Workman Creek has very limited
spawning habitat (Phinney and Bucknell 1975).

The low gradients of most rivers and creeks in this area make them ideal habitat for coho
salmon. Coho salmon are known to use all the major streams in this area, such as
Cloquallum Creek and its tributaries, Wildcat, Bush, Power, and Rock Creeks, Newman
Creek, Vance Creek, Mox Chehalis Creek, Sand Creek, and Delezene Creek (Map 2c).
Coho salmon likely use most of the other smaller streams in this area as well, but
documentation was not found to list other streams as "known habitat”. Fall chinook
salmon and winter steelhead trout are also located in Cloquallum, Wildcat, Rock, Mox
Chehalis, and Delezene Creeks (Maps 2a and 2d) (WDFW Spawning Ground Survey
Database). Chum salmon have been documented in Cloquallum Creek and its tributaries,
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Rock Creek and Wildcat Creek, as well as in Delezene Creek (WDFW Spawning Ground
Survey Database; Streamnet 2000). The WDFW Stream Catalog states that small
numbers of chum used Mox Chehalis Creek and Newman Creek, but specific, recent
documentation was not found to verify that chum still use these areas (Phinney and
Bucknell 1975).

Habitat Description and Salmon and Steelhead Distribution in Gaddis, Rock,
Garrard, Independence, and Lincoln Creeks

These small to medium sized tributaries head in the Willapa Hills. The upper reaches are
generally confined, while the lower reaches flow through broad valleys (Phinney and
Bucknell 1975). The landuse surrounding each is a mix of timber use, agriculture, and
rural residences. All of these streams support coho salmon production, with very limited
steelhead use. Fall chinook salmon have been documented in only one of the streams,
Rock Creek (Map 3a). In the past, chum salmon have used these areas, but are now
uncommon. It is assumed that coho salmon use all accessible areas for rearing, but many
of these areas have not been specifically mapped or documented. In general, salmon and
steelhead distribution and production data are very limited in this region.

Rock Creek joins the Chehalis River at RM 39.3, and its largest tributary Williams Creek
also provides important coho habitat (Map 3b). The Rock Creek drainage has 32.2 miles
of stream (Phinney and Bucknell 1975). Garrard Creek is another medium sized drainage
with 45.5 miles of stream length. It joins the Chehalis River at RM 45. Its larger
tributaries include Kellogg Creek, the South Fork Garrard Creek, and Bloomquist Creek,
all of which support coho salmon.

Independence Creek enters the Chehalis River at RM 51.5 and has several unnamed
tributaries that likely provide coho salmon habitat in addition to habitat in the mainstem.
The lower reaches of the mainstem consist of a sand and silt bottom. Coho salmon
spawning habitat is more common upstream of RM 4.0, where gravel is found (John
Linth, WDFW, personal communication). Upstream of RM 6.0, the gradient steepens
and salmon use is questionable. However, fish distribution data are especially lacking in
this watershed, and other than personal communications with local fish biologists, no
documentation of known salmonid presence was found for the entire watershed.

Lincoln Creek joins the Chehalis River at RM 61.9 near the city of Centralia. Several
tributaries provide habitat for coho salmon including Eagle Creek, Sponenberg Creek,
Wildcat Creek, and the North and South Fork Lincoln Creeks (Phinney and Bucknell
1975).
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Habitat Description and Salmonid Distribution in the Porter Creek, Cedar Creek,
and Gibson Creek Sub-Basins

Cedar Creek drains the Capital Forest flowing about 10 miles west before entering the
Chehalis River at river mile 38.5. Shelton, Sherman, Monroe, and Falls Creek are the
major tributaries of Cedar Creek. Gibson Creek has less than 10 miles of drainage in its
watershed and enters the Chehalis at river mile 37.1.

Porter Creek enters the Chehalis River at river mile 33.5, and has been the location of
habitat restoration monitoring studies evaluating the effectiveness of LWD introductions.
Porter Creek and other creeks originating in the Capital Forest were cleaned of LWD
during timber harvests until the 1970s when stream cleaning was documented as a habitat
impact (Cederholm et al. 1997). The stream forks at river mile three and again at river
mile five, forming the West and South Forks, with the mainstem continuing as the North
Fork. The lower floodplain consists of residential and agricultural land, with timber
management activities in the upslope areas.

Coho salmon spawning has been documented in the Cedar Creek mainstem upstream to
RM 10.8 and in all accessible tributaries (Map 3b). Shelton, Sherman, Monroe and Fall
Creeks are tributaries that also contribute to coho salmon production (WDFW & Tribal
Co-Management Escapement Data, 1984 to 1999). Chinook salmon spawning and
rearing has been documented in the Cedar Creek mainstem upstream to the Sherman
Creek confluence (RM 7.5), the lower 1.3 miles of Sherman Creek, and the lower 0.3-
mile of Lost Valley Creek (Map 3a) (Streamnet 2000). Winter steelhead trout presence
has been documented in the Cedar Creek mainstem upstream to RM 8.0, in Sherman
Creek to RM 4.0, and in the lower 0.1 mile of Fall Creek (Map 3c). Chum salmon may
spawn in Cedar and Gibson Creek, but the extent of spawning is not known (Phinney and
Bucknell 1975). The only salmon spawning that has been documented in Gibson Creek
drainage has been coho salmon upstream to RM 2.1 in the mainstem and in the lower
mile of an unnamed tributary (WDFW & Tribal Co-Management Escapement Data, 1984
to 1999).

Coho salmon spawning and rearing habitat is distributed throughout the Porter Creek
drainage, except for the West Fork where there has been no documented presence of
salmon (Map 3b). Coho use the entire mainstem, into the upper reaches of the North
Fork and the lower four miles of the South Fork (WDFW & Tribal Co-Management
Escapement Data, 1984 to 1999). Fall chinook salmon spawning and rearing has only
been documented in Porter Creek upstream to the West Fork confluence at RM 4.1 (Map
3a) (Streamnet 2000). Winter steelhead trout spawning and rearing presence occurs in
the entire length of the mainstem, in the North Fork to RM 8.0, and in the South Fork to
RM 2.6 (Streamnet 2000). A large run of chum salmon historically spawned in the lower
4 miles of the mainstem, but only small returns were present by the mid 1970s (Phinney
and Bucknell 1975). Chum salmon typically spawn in river margin spring upwellings.
Increased fine sediments may have degraded this type of spawning habitat.
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Black River Habitat Description and Salmonid Distribution

Black River drains an area of 144 square miles, with 25 miles of mainstem and 84
tributary miles (Lewis County Conservation District 1992). It is probably the most
studied river for water quality in the Chehalis River Basin. The Black River is an
extremely low gradient river that historically drained Black Lake, flowing southwest for
14 miles through wetlands and bogs, then forming alternating riffles and long pools in the
lower nine miles, and entering the Chehalis River at RM 47. The drainage has an
elevation of 144 feet above sea level at Black Lake and 125 feet at the Chehalis River.
The major tributaries of Black River are Mima and Waddell Creeks that originate in the
Capital Forest, and Salmon and Beaver Creek that enter from the east.

Landuse in the drainage ranges from suburban residential development around Black
Lake, wetland and marsh in the floodplain for six miles below the lake and for eight
miles below the community of Littlerock, downstream to the agricultural land in the
lower nine miles of floodplain. The uplands above the wetland habitat downstream of
Black Lake are rapidly developing, with the remainder of uplands west of the river
managed for commercial timber. The lowlands east of the upper river are primarily
agricultural or rural residential property.

In 1922, a flood control ditch was excavated from the north end of Black Lake, into
Percival Creek, which then drains into Puget Sound near Olympia. Deepening of the
ditch in 1952 and 1976, along with progressive down-cutting, have resulted in the Black
Lake Ditch becoming the primary outlet of the lake. In the 1960s, a gas pipeline was
excavated across the Black River, 1.5 miles downstream of the lake. The excavation left
spoils in the stream, which resulted in vegetation growth along with beaver dam debris
accumulation. This created a blockage for fish access upstream of this point, as well as
contributed to the reversal of flow in the wetlands of the upper Black River to flow into
Black Lake ( J. Roach, personal communication). Over the past 20 years, the outlet at the
south end of the lake (Black River) has surface flows only during high water periods, and
during lower flows, the wetlands in the upper Black River flow into Black Lake
(Christensen 1993).

The community of Littlerock is located adjacent to RM 17.5 to 19.0 of the mainstem and
the lower reaches of Waddell and Beaver Creeks. There is high-density residential
development surrounding Black Lake, which has been expanding south along the uplands
of the upper river. The increased pressure for additional residential and commercial
development in the upper river initiated the U.S. Fish Wildlife Service and The Nature
Conservancy to jointly acquire private property in the floodplain and adjacent uplands as
a 3,610-acre unit of the Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge. Funding recently approved
by the Salmon Recovery Funding Board will protect 1,200 acres of wetland and riparian
habitat and 2,410 acres of uplands zoned for residential and commercial development.
Public access for recreation use in the refuge unit will be provided (U.S. Fish Wildlife
Service 1996). Other protected public lands in the Black River drainage are the 1,100
acre Thurston County Natural Area Park, the 80 acre WDFW Black River Habitat
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Management Area, and the Nature Conservancy’s 40 acre Black River Reserve (U.S.
Fish Wildlife Service 1996).

Salmon and steelhead spawning habitat in the Black River drainage is primarily in
tributaries because the majority of the mainstem has a mud or fine sediment bottom due
to the extremely low gradients. Mainstem spawning in the Black River is limited to the
lower 9 miles and from RM 16 to 17.3, where riffle reaches between long pools have
suitable spawning gravels. The low gradient reaches through the wetlands upstream of
RM 9 provide ideal physical rearing conditions for coho juveniles, but high temperatures
and low dissolved oxygen from reduced summer flows limit available rearing habitat.
Coho salmon spawning is widely distributed in Black River tributaries (Map 3b), with the
most productive spawning habitat located in Waddell, Mima, and Allen Creeks (WDFW
Escapement Data). Chinook salmon spawning has been documented in the lower mile of
Waddell Creek and throughout the Black River mainstem (Map 3a) (Streamnet 2000),
with the most productive mainstem reach from RM 16 to 17.3 (Phinney and Bucknell
1975). Winter steelhead trout spawning has been documented in the lower seven miles of
the mainstem and in Blooms Ditch, Dempsey, Salmon, Beaver, Waddell, and Mima
Creeks (Map 3c). Chum salmon were once very abundant in the Black River, but in the
1970s the run size dropped considerably with no known reasons (Phinney and Bucknell
1975). Chum salmon presence has been documented in the mainstem upstream to about
RM 10 (Map 3d) (WDFW and WWTIT 1993).

Historically chinook, coho, and chum salmon, as well as steelhead trout, migrated into
Black Lake from Black River, using tributaries of the lake to spawn (Hawkins 2000).
Construction of a flood control ditch (Black River Ditch) in 1922 allowed Black Lake to
drain into Percival Creek during high flows. Deepening of the ditch in 1952 and 1976,
further increased the flows draining Black Lake into the Black River Ditch. Since the
early 1990s, it has been documented that the upper mile of Black River is fed by ground
water sources, with no surface water connection to Black Lake (Pickett 1994a and 1994b;
Christensen 1993). The reduced flows at the historic Black River outlet allowed a series
of beaver dams to completely block the outlet (Thurston County 1992 and 1999), which
has eliminated native salmon and steelhead access to Black Lake. Chinook and coho
salmon spawning in tributaries of the lake in recent years are from Puget Sound hatchery
stocks.
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Scatter Creek and Prairie Creek Habitat Description and Salmon and Steelhead
Distribution

Scatter Creek enters the Chehalis River from the right bank at RM 55.2. It drains 43
square miles and has a relatively low gradient (Thurston Conservation District 1999). It
is located within Thurston County, and agriculture and rural residences surround the
lower reaches, with timber production in the upper reaches. Much of the lower watershed
is prairie land with gentle hills. Coho salmon are the primary salmonid stock within
Scatter Creek, spawning and rearing throughout the watershed (Map 3b). Steelhead use
the lower portions of Scatter Creek (Map 3c), and chum salmon use has been reported in
the past. It is not known if chum salmon currently spawn in the Scatter Creek drainage.

Prairie Creek joins the Chehalis River at RM 58.4. It often dries up in the summer
months, but it does provide some rearing habitat for coho salmon (Pat Hanratty, WDFW,
personal communication). No known spawning of salmon or steelhead has been
documented in Prairie Creek, and salmonid surveys are rare in this stream.

The Skookumchuck River and China Creek Basin Habitat Description and Salmon
Distribution

The Skookumchuck River is a major tributary to the upper Chehalis River. It originates
in the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, and flows northwesterly to the town of
Bucoda, draining into the Chehalis River at Centralia (CRC 1992). Elevations range
from over 3,000 feet in the headwaters to 150 feet at the mouth (Lewis County 1999).
Upstream of the Skookumchuck Dam (RM 21.9), the mainstem Skookumchuck has a
steep to moderately steep gradient that is often confined, except in the 10 mile reach just
upstream of the reservoir. The gradient falls an average of 19 feet per mile from the
headwaters to Bucoda (Lewis County 1999). Near Bucoda, the slope changes to about
five feet per mile. The sub-basin drains 181 square miles with an estimated average
annual discharge of 540 cfs (CRC 1992). Annual mean precipitation ranges from 40 to
80 inches (CRC 2000). The annual runoff from the Skookumchuck has been estimated to
be 1.2 times that from the Newaukum River (CRC 2000).

The largest tributary to the Skookumchuck River is Hanaford Creek, which drains 58
square miles and has an average annual flow of 85 cfs. Other larger tributaries in the
lower Skookumchuck include Salmon Creek, Thompson Creek, and Johnson Creek.
Larger tributaries in the upper Skookumchuck include Pheeny, Fall, Laramie, and Eleven
Creeks.

Overall, current landuse patterns in the sub-basin are shown in Figure 1. Most of the
Skookumchuck sub-basin consists of coniferous forest, but the lower reaches also support
agriculture. Two population centers exist in the sub-basin. Bucoda lies near RM 11, and
Centralia spans from the mouth to RM 3. The Skookumchuck Dam is located at RM 21.9,
and this structure has greatly altered salmon distribution and habitat features. The dam
was built in 1970 and stores water for the Centralia Steam-Electric Power Plant, provides
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some flood control, and furnishes hydroelectric power. The storage capacity is 34,800
acre-feet with a surface area of 550 acres when full (Phinney and Bucknell 1975).

The dam currently blocks passage to all anadromous fish, but steelhead trout are trucked
to stream reaches upstream of the dam. It is estimated that 3.6 miles of spring and fall
chinook mainstem habitat were lost when the dam was constructed, and 8 miles of coho
salmon distribution were lost (Weyerhaeuser 1997). Chinook and coho distribution
extend to the dam in the mainstem Skookumchuck, and coho salmon are found in all
Type 1-3 streams below the dam (Maps 3a, 3b, and 3e). These streams include Bloody
Run Creek, Johnson Creek, Salmon Creek, Thompson Creek, the Hanaford watershed,
and several unnamed streams (TAG personal communication). Downstream of the dam,
steelhead are assumed to have the same distribution as coho salmon. Upstream of the
dam, steelhead are found up to a falls in the headwaters at RM 38, as well as in tributaries
such as Three Fork Creek, Bigwater Creek, Drop Creek, Range Creek, Twelve Creek,
Eleven Creek, Hospital Creek, Laramie Creek, Pheeny Creek, Baumgard Creek, and a
few other unnamed streams (Map 3c) (Weyerhaeuser 1997).

Timber harvest has also greatly altered habitat in the Skookumchuck sub-basin. Logging
began in the early 1900s, and in the 1910s, railroad track was installed to transport logs
(Weyerhaeuser 1997). In the 1920s, three logging splash dams were constructed on the
Skookumchuck River, with locations at RMs 3.7, 11.5, and 23.8 (Wendler and
Deschamps 1955; Phinney and Bucknell 1975). These blocked the passage of salmon to
a varying degree, with estimates of 50% to 95% blockage (Wendler and Deschamps
1955). The dams remained in place for many years, with the last one removed as late as
1969 (Weyerhaeuser 1997). Splash dams not only blocked fish passage, but also created
several major habitat degradations, many of these problems remain for decades. The
problems include washing out spawning gravel and LWD, which often results in incised
channels that have greatly reduced off-channel habitat, a lack of spawning gravel, and a
lack of stream complexity (Weyerhaeuser 1994a). Natural barriers include a low flow
blockage for chinook salmon near RM 25.5, and a falls at RM 28.9, which blocks coho
salmon (Phinney and Bucknell 1975). Steelhead trout are found upstream of the falls.

By the 1930s, much of the timber up to the Twelve Creek had been logged. Log trucks
replaced trains in the 1940s, and this extended logging to the upper slopes of the lower
and middle reaches. The old railroad grades were rebuilt as logging roads, particularly
Roads 2000, 2125, 2126, and 2090. In the mid-1970s, timber harvest extended to the
upper basin (Drop Creek and higher) (Weyerhaeuser 1997).

Rural residences and farms are located along the lower nine miles of Hanaford Creek and
along the lower reaches of the Skookumchuck River. This has resulted in bank erosion,
loss of riparian vegetation, and reduced water quality due to chemicals and animal waste.
The Centralia Steam-Electric Power Plant is located near Hanaford Creek, and uses coal
that is mined nearby. It pumps water from the Skookumchuck River near RM 7.2,
contributing to lower summer water flows (Phinney and Bucknell 1975).
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The City of Centralia is located near the mouth of the Skookumchuck River. The human
population in the Skookumchuck sub-basin was estimated at 22,000 using 1990 census
numbers (CRC 2000). A major problem in this region is development in the floodplain
and subsequent flood-control activities to protect development.

China Creek is a short, small watershed that runs through Centralia and empties into the
Chehalis River just upstream of the Skookumchuck River at RM 67.3. The lower two
miles of China Creek consists mostly of long culverts and concrete and rock-lined
channels. Its surrounding floodplain is heavily urbanized (SCS 1977).

Figure 1. Land use in the Skookumchuck Sub-Basin (data from CRC 2000)

Current Land Use in the
Skookumchuck Sub-Basin

. . Mining Commercial
Residential N J/

Forestry
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Newaukum River, Dillenbaugh Creek, and Salzer Creek Sub-Basin Salmon Habitat
and Salmonid Distribution

The Newaukum sub-basin is one of the larger sub-basins within WRIA 23, draining 158
square miles with an average annual discharge of 1,600 cfs (CRC 1992). The mainstem
Newaukum River enters the Chehalis River near RM 75.2, just south of the City of
Chehalis. It has a low gradient, and runs through farmland (Phinney and Bucknell 1975).
Spring and fall chinook salmon spawn, rear, and transport in the mainstem (Maps 3a and
3e), while coho salmon and steelhead trout use the mainstem for rearing and
transportation (Phinney and Bucknell 1975). Two small tributaries, Allen and Taylor
Creeks, provide habitat for coho salmon and steelhead trout. The mainstem Newaukum
River is formed by two major forks, the North Fork Newaukum River and the South Fork
Newaukum River, which join at RM 10.8.

The North Fork Newaukum River heads in steep hills then flows into a broad valley in its
lower reaches (Phinney and Bucknell 1975). The upper North Fork watershed has a steep
gradient, while the lower ten miles consists of a moderate gradient. Private timber
management dominates the middle and upper watershed, while agriculture occurs in the
lower ten miles of the North Fork Newaukum River. Spring and fall chinook spawn up
to RM 12.5, and coho and steelhead have been documented to RM 18.5 (Maps 3a, 3b, 3c,
3e) (Weyerhaeuser 1998). The larger tributaries to the North Fork Newaukum River
include the Middle Fork Newaukum River, and Lucas, Bear, Mitchell, and Johns Fork
Creeks. Coho salmon and steelhead trout have been documented in each of these streams
(Maps 3b and 3c).

The South Fork Newaukum River is about 26.5 miles long. The upper watershed is in
steep terrain of the Cascade Mountain Range, and the upper stream reaches have steep
gradients. The river heads in Newaukum Lake and near RM 30, the terrain begins to
broaden and the gradient moderates (Phinney and Bucknell 1975). The upper reaches are
under private timber management, while farmland, rural residences, and small towns
surround the lower reaches. Spring and fall chinook salmon spawn up to RM 31, and
coho salmon and steelhead trout have been documented to RM 32.2 (Weyerhaeuser
1998). In the upper South Fork watershed, Bernier, Beaver, Frase, and Kearney Creeks
provide habitat for coho salmon and steelhead trout (Weyerhaeuser 1998). In the lower
reaches, the coho and steelhead producing tributaries include Gheer and Lost Creeks.

Dillenbaugh and Salzer Creeks are independent streams that join the Chehalis River at
RMs 74.7 and 69.4, respectively (Phinney and Bucknell 1975). The lower reaches flow
through urbanized areas, while residences and farmland surround the upper reaches.
Coho salmon have been documented to RM 10 in Salzer Creek, as well as up to RM 7 in
Dillenbaugh Creek (Map 3b) (Streamnet 1999). Berwick Creek, a tributary to
Dillenbaugh Creek, also provides habitat for coho salmon.

Throughout the Newaukum sub-basin (including Dillenbaugh and Salzer Creeks), private

land ownership comprise more than 95% of the ownership type (Lunetta et al. 1997).
Another major landuse issue is a dam constructed on the North Fork Newaukum to allow
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water to be diverted for the Cities of Centralia and Chehalis. This dam blocked passage
to all salmon until passage was provided in 1970 (Phinney and Bucknell 1975).
Presently, the City of Chehalis continues to use this facility as part of their water supply.

Salmon Habitat Distribution in Stearns, Scammon, Mill, Bunker, Deep, and Van
Ornum Creeks

These small to medium sized streams provide valuable habitat for coho salmon, and in
the past, also supported small runs of chum salmon (Phinney and Bucknell 1975).
However, accurate information regarding fish distribution is scant in some cases and non-
existent in others. Estimates of escapement are also non-existent and specific stock status
cannot be determined in these streams. Known distribution is presented here, but it likely
underestimates actual distribution. Salmon and steelhead distribution, escapement, and
juvenile use are a data need.

Scammon Creek is a left bank tributary that joins the Chehalis River at RM 65.9. The
lower reaches lie within the City of Centralia, while rural residences and agriculture
surround the upper reaches. The stream bottom of Scammon Creek consists of sand with
very little spawning gravels. No known salmon use has been documented in this creek,
but it is very likely that coho salmon use the stream for rearing. Coal Creek enters the
Chehalis River at RM 71.8 and, like Scammon Creek, is probably used for coho rearing.
No documentation of salmon or steelhead use has been found for Coal Creek.

Mill Creek enters the left bank of the Chehalis River at RM 77.85, and has a low gradient
with a sand and gravel stream bottom (Phinney and Bucknell 1975). Mill Creek has
rarely been surveyed for fish presence, and no documentation was found to determine
salmon and steelhead distribution in this stream. It is mentioned as a "major coho
spawning area" by Phinney and Bucknell (1975), and probably provides rearing habitat
too. Access to the creek is problematic in low flow conditions (John Linth, WDFW,
personal communication). Most of the surrounding land is used for agriculture and rural
residences.

Stearns Creek is a right bank tributary to the Chehalis River, joining at RM 78.1. Its
lower reaches consist of a channelized ditch with little to no riparian trees. It is
predominately a low gradient stream, except in the upper reaches. Coho salmon and
winter steelhead trout are documented within Stearns Creek and several of its upper
tributaries (Maps 3b and 3c). The middle to lower reaches are surrounded by land used
for agriculture and rural residences, with some forested lands in the upper reaches.

Bunker Creek and its largest tributary, Deep Creek, provide habitat for both coho salmon
and steelhead trout (Maps 3b and 3c) (Streamnet 1999). Bunker Creek joins the Chehalis
River at RM 84.8 from the left bank, and has a low gradient. The entire watershed lies
within farmland and rural residences. Little is known about fish habitat and distribution
in Van Ornum Creek, which enters the Chehalis River at RM 84.
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South Fork Chehalis Salmon Habitat and Salmonid Distribution

The South Fork Chehalis sub-basin enters the mainstem Chehalis River at RM 88.3, and
includes major tributaries such as Lake Creek and Stillman Creek. Stillman Creek is
discussed in greater detail below. Other important salmonid-producing tributaries
include Lentz, Beaver, Hanlan, Black, and Cedar Creeks (Phinney and Bucknell 1975).
The lower mainstem South Fork Chehalis ranges from one to two miles wide and is
surrounded by agricultural lands. The small towns of Curtis and Boistfort are located in
the South Fork Chehalis Valley. The mainstem South Fork Chehalis River has a low
gradient from the mouth to about RM 16.8 (the confluence with Black Creek), then
narrows to average widths of 4 to 15 yards (Phinney and Bucknell 1975). While Black
Creek has a low gradient throughout its length, other tributaries in the upper South Fork
Chehalis drainage have limited low gradient habitat in their lower reaches, with steeper
gradients upstream. This limits the available habitat for salmonids. The South Fork
Chehalis River mainstem provides habitat for fall chinook, spring chinook, and coho
salmon, in addition to steelhead trout (Maps 3a, 3b, 3c, and 3e). Steelhead trout and coho
salmon also spawn and rear in several of the tributaries (Maps 3b and 3c).

Lake Creek is a low gradient stream also surrounded by farmlands (Phinney and Bucknell
1975). Coho salmon have been observed up to RM 7.7 (Map 3b) (Bruce Baxter, WDFW,
personal communication).

Stillman Creek Salmon Habitat and Salmonid Distribution

The climate of the Stillman Creek basin is coastal marine with a mean annual
precipitation of 110 inches in the upper watershed to 60 inches in the lower reaches.
About one third of the basin is in a rain-on-snow zone, a third in a rain-dominated zone,
and a third in a lowland zone. The elevation ranges from 300 to 3,100 feet.

Stillman Creek is located in Lewis County as a tributary to the South Fork Chehalis
River, joining the South Fork at RM 5.1. The creek contains 14.9 miles of mainstem and
55 miles of tributaries (Phinney and Bucknell 1975), and its headwaters drain the high
hills that separate the South Fork Chehalis River from the upper mainstem Chehalis
River. The upper watershed consists of narrow valleys and steep hills, and the stream
reaches in this area have moderate to steep gradients (Phinney and Bucknell 1975).
Salmon-producing tributaries in the upper watershed include unnamed streams 23.1026
and 23.1034, and Halfway Creek. Halfway Creek has a low gradient, and provides
significant habitat for salmon. Its salmon producing tributaries include Keller Creek and
Slide Creek, both moderate gradient streams in their lower reaches, with steep gradients
in their upper reaches. Little Mill Creek is another major tributary to Stillman Creek, but
a falls near its mouth prevents anadromous salmon passage (Phinney and Bucknell 1975).

Lower Stillman Creek (downstream of Halfway Creek) runs through broad valleys that
are now agricultural and rural residence land (Phinney and Bucknell 1975). Lost Creek is
a major tributary to lower Stillman Creek.
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Coho spawners have been documented throughout the mainstem up to RM 12, up to RM
2 in stream 23.01026, RM 4.5 in Halfway Creek, RM 1.5 in Slide Creek, and RM 2 in
Keller Creek (Map 3b) (Weyerhaeuser 1994b). Winter steelhead spawners use the
mainstem up to RM 11.5, and up to RM 1 in stream 23.1034, RM 2 in stream 23.1026,
RM 4 in Halfway Creek, RM 1 in Keller Creek, and RM 1.5 in Slide Creek (Map 3c)
(Streamnet 1999). Stocks of spring and fall chinook spawn and rear in the mainstem
from the mouth to RM 4.4 (Maps 3a and 3e) (WDFW Spawning Ground Database).

Historic Habitat and Current Land Use in the Stillman and South Fork Chehalis Sub-
Basins

Hartman and Scrivener (1990) have described the common features of temperate
rainforest watersheds of western Vancouver Island. These watersheds are similar to
those in western Washington. The watersheds have abundant rainfall in the winter that
could result in hydrologic stress, especially in a disturbed condition. The natural, pre-
disturbed conditions have mild winter and summer stream temperatures. Coniferous
forests surrounded the streams in the late seral stage. This resulted in abundant LWD and
clean well-sorted gravels. Deep pools were numerous due to the abundant LWD, which
also moderated gradient by forming step-pool profiles. The forests consisted primarily of
large (200' tall) western hemlock, Sitka spruce, western red cedar, and Douglas fir. The
canopy was relatively open due to low densities of the massive trees. Deciduous trees
were much less numerous (ratio of deciduous to conifer 1:1,000) and consisted mostly of
red alder and bigleaf maple (Kuchler 1964).

In the Stillman drainage, a large fire completely burned the forest around 1800. This
resulted in a natural change of the forest composition to a current forest of almost pure
Douglas fir. Timber harvest began in the basin in the 1940s, when the forest was found
to be uniform composition of Douglas fir that was about 150 years old.

Timber harvest began in the basin in the 1940s using railroads. One sawmill was located
on upper Little Mill Creek and another mill located near the confluence of Halfway Creek
and the mainstem Stillman. A splash dam was built in the mainstem, just downstream of
Little Mill Creek, which blocked anadromous salmon passage and impacted the riverbed
near this area. Also in the 1940s, a reoccurring fire burned timber stands in the basin,
which resulted in soil disturbance, especially along the southern slopes. By 1959, nearly
the entire Stillman Creek watershed was harvested (Weyerhaeuser 1994b).

Second growth timber was logged in the 1970s and 1980s near Keller Creek, Slide Creek,
and Lost Valley. Road building increased in the late 1980s to prepare for higher levels of
timber harvest in the mid 1990s. Commercial forestry still dominates the land use in the
Stillman Creek watershed. Weyerhaeuser owns most of the land, followed by
International Paper, miscellaneous private owners, and Simpson Timber Company. In
the lower reaches, agriculture and rural residences can be found.
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Salmon Habitat and Salmonid Distribution in the Upper Chehalis Sub-Basin

This sub-basin includes all of the Chehalis River drainage upstream of the confluence
with the South Fork Chehalis River. Major tributary systems include: Elk, Rock, Crim,
Big, Thrash, and Cinnabar Creeks, in addition to the West Fork Chehalis River. The
upper mainstem Chehalis River continues as the East Fork Chehalis River.

In the lower portion of this sub-basin, salmon or steelhead use has been documented in
Nicholson, Garret, Hope, Dell, Marcuson, Dunn, and Absher Creeks (Maps 3b and 3c)
(Streamnet 1999). Further upstream, the Elk Creek watershed covers 58 square miles
(Phinney and Bucknell 1975). Small salmonid-producing tributaries within the Elk Creek
watershed include Eight, Seven, Nine, Ludwig, Swem, and Smith Creeks. The northern
end of the watershed consists of high hills, while the southern portion lies in lower hills.
Farmlands can be found in the lower reaches of Elk Creek, but most of the watershed is
used for timber production. A 12 foot high falls exists at RM 1.5, but a fishway was built
in 1972 to allow upstream passage of salmon. Presently, spring and fall chinook salmon
are known to spawn in the lower two miles of Elk Creek, while steelhead trout and coho
salmon extend several more miles upstream including smaller tributaries (Maps 3a, 3b,
3c, and 3e).

The mainstem Chehalis River upstream of the confluence with Elk Creek flows through
steep-sided valleys. Upstream of the town of Pe Ell, the watershed is entirely in timber
production (Phinney and Bucknell 1975). Most of the small tributaries are moderately
steep and many have cascades near their mouths, which limits salmon production. The
larger tributaries have moderate gradients (Phinney and Bucknell 1975), and the upper
mainstem Chehalis River is unique in having a confined channel combined with a low
gradient (Weyerhaeuser 1994a). While the mainstem is important for spring chinook, fall
chinook, and coho salmon, as well as for steelhead trout, coho salmon and steelhead trout
also use the following tributaries: Lester, Hull, Browns, Crim, Big, Alder, Thrash,
Roger, Mack, Sage, Cinnabar, and George Creeks. The West and East Forks of the
Chehalis River provide habitat for spring chinook, fall chinook, and coho salmon, and
steelhead trout (Maps 3a, 3b, 3c, and 3e) (Weyerhaeuser 1994a).

Historic Land Use in the Upper Chehalis Sub-Basin

Timber harvest dominates the landuse in the upper Chehalis sub-basin. In the area
upstream of Pe Ell, railroad logging first occurred in the northern region several decades
ago, and now that area contains mature second growth, some of which has recently been
harvested (Weyerhaeuser 1994a). Beginning in the 1960s, log trucks replaced rail,
facilitating logging activity in the remainder of the sub-basin. Extensive road networks
were constructed. These early roads were built before forest practice regulations, and are
currently major sources of sedimentation as well as triggers for debris torrents.

Two splash dams were built in the Upper Chehalis sub-basin. One was located above
Fisk Falls and the other below Crim Creek. Splash dams have extreme deleterious effects
on salmonid habitat, and often their impact continues for many decades. In the areas near
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and downstream of the splash dams, channels are usually incised and scoured, with a lack
of spawning gravel and LWD. Active removal of LWD from many tributaries in the
upper Chehalis sub-basin occurred in the 1970s, and has worsened stream channel and
streambed conditions (see Streambed/Sediment Chapter).

Downstream of Pe Ell, timber harvest remains a dominant feature, but agriculture and
rural residences are scattered near the lower reaches of many tributaries. Many of these
areas have experienced a complete loss of trees, particularly of conifer, in the riparian
zone (see the Riparian section in the Habitat Limiting Factors chapter).

60



DISTRIBUTION AND CONDITION OF SALMONID STOCKS IN
THE CHEHALIS BASIN

General Notes on Chehalis Basin Salmonid Population Status and Distribution

Many of the salmon and steelhead stocks in the Chehalis drainage and nearby
independent watersheds are defined over a broad geographic range, which includes
several sub-basins. Because of this, an overview of the stocks present in the two WRIAS
is provided first, followed by a more detailed discussion on stock status for each major
sub-basin. In general, stock status and distribution data are limited, and often, data from
index areas are expanded to include streams that are not regularly surveyed. Many of the
small to medium sized watersheds are rarely surveyed.

Within WRIAs 22 and 23, there are seven fall chinook stocks, one summer chinook
stock, and one spring chinook stock identified in the SASSI report (WDFW and WWTIT
1994). The spring chinook stock is managed for wild production, and it spawns in the
larger streams in WRIA 23, the upper Chehalis drainage. The summer chinook stock is
primarily noted in the Satsop sub-basin, but some observations suggest that summer
chinook could also be present in the upper Chehalis region (David Hamilton, Regional
Enhancement Group, personal communication). The fall chinook stocks are designated
as separate stocks based upon geography, and those stocks are: Humptulips, Hoquiam,
Wishkah, Wynoochee, Satsop, Johns/Elk/South Bay Tributaries, and Chehalis fall
chinook (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). The Chehalis stock includes all fall chinook
upstream of the confluence of the Satsop River. Considerable hatchery releases,
including non-native stocks, of fall chinook have occurred in the Humptulips, Satsop,
Wynoochee, Johns/Elk/South Bay, and Chehalis fall chinook areas. The remaining fall
chinook stocks (Hoquiam, Wishkah, and Wynoochee stocks) are considered to be wild,
native fall chinook stocks, with very minimal hatchery influence.

Two stocks of fall chum are identified in these WRIAs: Humptulips and Chehalis
(WDFW and WWTIT 1994). Both are listed in the 1992 SASSI report as "wild" and
"native” (WDFW and WWTIT 1994), but considerable hatchery influence has been noted
for the Wishkah and Satsop chum populations (David Hamilton, Regional Enhancement
Group, personal communication). Chehalis chum include all chum spawning in WRIA
22 and 23 streams, outside of the Humptulips sub-basin. This includes the Hoquiam,
Wishkah, Wynoochee, Satsop, Cloguallum, and Black River, as well as some smaller
streams. The status of Chehalis chum is "healthy" and escapement estimates for the
entire Chehalis population is shown in Figure 2. It is noteworthy that the distribution of
chum has decreased over time (Phinney and Bucknell 1975).

The Chehalis and nearby drainages produce more coho smolts (575,000 in 1999) than any
other system along the Washington Coast, and in 1999 was the third largest producer of
wild coho smolts in Washington State (Seiler 2000). Seven stocks of coho salmon are
listed in the SASSI report, using the same geographic categories as fall chinook:
Humptulips, Hoquiam, Wishkah, Wynoochee, Satsop, Johns/Elk/South Bay Tributaries,
and Chehalis coho (all coho spawners upstream of the confluence of the Satsop River
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with the Chehalis River) (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). All of these stocks are considered
composites of hatchery and wild fish, with significant hatchery influence.

While the coho stocks are defined based upon geographic separation (WDFW and
WWTIT 1994), there are also two run timings, but these run timings were not used to
define stocks in the SASSI report. "Normal” coho are the most numerous and spawn in
December throughout the basin (Hiss and Knudsen 1992). "Late" coho salmon spawn
from January through February and have been noted in Bingham Creek, Wishkah River,
and the upper Wynoochee River. Hiss and Knudsen (1992) suggested that the late run
consists of wild fish, and the normal run has more hatchery influence.

Two summer steelhead trout stocks are identified in SASSI, one in the Humptulips, and
the other in the remaining areas of the Chehalis drainage, including the independent
drainages, such as the Hoquiam and Wishkah Rivers (WDFW and WWTIT 1994).
While the Humptulips summer steelhead stock is native, the origin of summer steelhead
elsewhere is uncertain because of hatchery plants. The precise location of summer
steelhead is also uncertain.

Eight stocks of winter steelhead trout are listed in the SASSI report, with separate stocks
in the Humptulips, Hoquiam, Wishkah, Wynoochee, Satsop, Johns/Elk/South Bay
Tributaries, Skookumchuck/Newaukum and Chehalis (all spawners upstream of the
confluence of the Satsop River except in the Skookumchuck and Newaukum Rivers)
(WDFW and WWTIT 1994). Most of the winter steelhead stocks are native, but the
Skookumchuck/Newaukum stock is considered a composite of hatchery and wild returns,
and the Wynoochee stock is mixed origin, with hatchery production. Also, there are
questions about the origin of the early portion of Satsop winter steelhead; those are
discussed in more detail in the Satsop section below.

While WDFW lists a bull trout/Dolly Varden stock in the Chehalis drainage (WDFW
1998), documentation regarding the presence of the stock is scant. Six records document
the presence of low numbers of bull trout within the Grays Harbor estuary (Jackson
2000), and it is possible that these fish temporarily dipped into the estuary or are strays
from the more robust stocks located north of Grays Harbor. Recent evidence of bull trout
presence outside of tidally-influenced areas is lacking. In the eleven years that WDFW
has operated the juvenile smolt trap in the Chehalis River, no native char have been
reported (Jackson 2000). Also, smaller scale smolt trapping has occurred in various
tributaries to the Chehalis River, with no records of bull trout presence. Records for adult
returns to a trap in the Wynoochee River since 1968 were examined, and no evidence of
char were found (Jackson 2000). The low gradients in the Chehalis drainage are not
considered to be ideal habitat for bull trout, and while historically, bull trout might have
inhabited limited areas of the Chehalis drainage, their current existence within this region
is questionable.

For all salmonid populations addressed in this report, insufficient data exist to estimate
historic stock data. The data within the SASSI report are used to assess stock status, but
these can only be considered recent.
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Figure 2. Chehalis Drainage Chum Salmon Escapement Estimates (data from John
Linth, WDFW).
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Status of Salmonid Populations in the Humptulips Sub-Basin

Historic Salmonid Population Condition

Wendler and Deschamps (1955) provide an early account of commercial fisheries
landings in Grays Harbor and the Chehalis River. However, there are no historical data
specific to the Humptulips sub-basin. WDFW and the Quinault Indian Nation have
conducted spawning escapement surveys dating back to the 1950s. Beginning in 1984,
they developed formal escapement estimates for chinook and coho salmon and for winter
steelhead trout in the Humptulips River drainage, using redd counts per mile at index
reaches on most anadromous tributaries. Since 1969, WDFW and the Quinault Indian
Nation have tracked chum salmon escapements in Stevens Creek using spawners per
mile. Escapement estimates are discussed in the current population conditions section
below. Hatchery plants of coho and chinook salmon and steelhead trout have occurred
regularly in the Humptulips sub-basin since the 1970s. Most releases have occurred in
Stevens Creek.

Chinook and coho salmon return rates to the Humptulips have been consistently greater
than to the Chehalis River. Based on watershed area, the Humptulips would be expected
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to contribute approximately 10% of chinook and coho salmon returns to Grays Harbor
(Seiler 1989). However, Seiler (1989), citing Deschamps and Johnson (1957), showed
that 40% of chinook and 28% of coho salmon harvests in Grays Harbor originated from
the Humptulips River. He also reviewed WDFW unpublished data from 1972 through
1988, and estimated that the Humptulips River contributed an average of 33.6% of Grays
Harbor chinook salmon returns. Higher adult return rates to the Humptulips River were
due to better survival of smolts as they outmigrated through the undeveloped lower
Humptulips and estuary of North Bay. In contrast, smolts leaving the Chehalis
outmigrated through the more developed lower Chehalis and inner Grays Harbor where
water quality was impaired (Seiler 1989). The disparity in coho smolt survival between
the Chehalis and Humptulips may be improving. One year of data collected since one
mill closed and the remaining mill made improvements to effluent treatments to inner
Grays Harbor, showed that Chehalis coho had survival rates similar to the Humptulips
(Dave Seiler, WDFW, personal communication).

The fish distributions shown on Maps 2a-2d are known distributions confirmed during
WDFW and Quinault Indian Nation fish escapement surveys. This is a conservative
presentation of the actual distributions. For example, known distributions on Big Creek
(mile 13) and Stevens Creek (mile 11) reflect the amount of stream that is surveyed for
fish. However, because there are no known barriers in these streams, the actual
distribution is most likely to the headwaters (Rick Brix and John Linth, WDFW, personal
communication). Additional surveys are needed to confirm any presumed distribution.

There is a lack of historic run size estimates for Humptulips salmonids except for
reference reaches in escapement surveys since 1984. The early escapement surveys done
by the Quinault Indian Nation and WDF need to be summarized along with commercial
fishery catch estimates. The best assessment (and most costly) is to monitor smolt
outmigrations at the Forks and Big Creek. This would give a good estimate of annual
outmigration and a means of estimating adult returns when coupled with escapement
estimates.

Current Salmonid Population Condition

The Steelhead and Salmon Stock Inventory (WDFW and WWTIT 1994) and WDFW and
Quinault Indian Nation salmon spawning escapement inventories provide salmon and
steelhead escapement estimates for the Humptulips River since 1984 for coho and
chinook salmon, 1979 for winter steelhead trout, and 1969 for chum salmon (Figures 2
and 3). SASSI (WDFW and WWTIT 1994) designates all salmon and steelhead stocks in
the Humptulips River as "healthy" (Table 3), however, recent declines in coho and chum
salmon returns may indicate that these stocks are "depressed” (Rick Brix, WDFW,
personal communication). Quinault Indian Nation fisheries biologist Scott Chitwood
(personal communication) also stated that coho and chum returns are declining and that
beginning in 1997, the wild winter steelhead run has not been able to support any sport,
commercial, or treaty fishery.
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Table 3. Humptulips River Stock Assessment of Salmon and Steelhead (WDFW and

WWTIT 1994).
*Recent conditions based on an overall trend of decreased escapements since 1992  (R.
Brix, WDFW, personal communication).
Stock Origin | Production | 1992 Status Recent Condition | Source
Type (SASSI) *
Coho Mixed | Composite | Healthy Depressed R. Brix
Chinook Mixed | Wild Healthy Healthy SASSI
Chum Native | Wild Healthy Declining R. Brix
Steelhead Native | Wild Unknown Unknown SASSI
Summer Run
Steelhead Native | Wild Healthy Declining R. Brix
Winter Run

Sockeye salmon presence in the drainage has been confirmed, but is believed these are
strays rather than a distinct stock (Martin and McConnell 1999; Scott Potter, Quinault
Indian Nation, personal communication). There was also documentation of pink salmon
caught by sport fishermen in the lower Humptulips River (Jon Gow, personal
communication), but there is no reference to pink salmon in the watershed analysis or in
WDFW escapement survey data.

Chinook begin entering the river in September and continue into November. Spawning
begins in October, peaks in late October to early November and typically ends in early
December. Chinook salmon from non-native stocks have been released into the
Humptulips River since the early 1950s, resulting in probable genetic mixing of hatchery
and wild fish. Mean estimated escapement since 1984 has been 4,083, ranging from
1,821 in 1991 to 9,542 in 1984 (Figure 3) (WDFW and WWTIT 1994; WDFW/QIN
escapement data 2000).

Coho spawning distributions in the Humptulips River are the most wide-ranging stock in
the basin. They have been documented in almost all accessible streams of the drainage
(Map 2c). Since there are no migration barriers in Big and Stevens Creek, the spawning
distributions in these systems are believed to extend upstream of the distributions
documented from annual escapement surveys (John Linth, WDFW, personal
communication). Coho return to the Humptulips River in October and spawn between
November and February in all accessible waters of the drainage. Coho releases from
other drainages have occurred since the 1950s, potentially resulting in stocks of mixed
origin. Natural Resources Consultants conducted a study of coho salmon stock
assessments in Grays Harbor drainages and showed that hatchery strays may contribute
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80% of the natural spawning population in the Humptulips sub-basin (Rick Brix and John
Linth, WDFW, personal communication; Ruggerone 1997). Since 1984, mean estimated
escapement has been 6,936, with a high of 18,334 in 1984 to a low of 2,114 in 1993
(Figure 3) (WDFW and WWTIT 1994; WDFW/QIN Escapement Data 2000). Currently,
the Humptulips coho salmon population is considered to be depressed (Table 3).

The Humptulips sub-basin has both summer and winter runs of steelhead, but the run size
and stock status of the summer run is unknown due to the lack of escapement data
(WDFW and WWTIT 1994). The summer run steelhead return in 2000 is expected to
provide good sport fishing. Winter run steelhead distributions extend slightly further
than salmon in the East and West Fork Humptulips Rivers, but known distributions in
smaller tributaries are similar to those of coho. Winter run escapements from 1979 to
1999 have averaged 3,453, ranging from 4,470 in 1986, to 1,181 in 1997 (Figure 3)
(WDFW and WWTIT 1994; WDFW/QIN escapement data 2000). Currently, the
Humptulips winter steelhead population is considered to be declining (Table 3).
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Figure 3. Escapement Estimates of Chinook, Coho and Winter Steelhead in the
Humptulips River (WDFW and WWTIT 1994; WDFW/QIN Escapement Survey
Data 2000)
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Chum salmon enter the Humptulips in early October with the run peaking in early
November. Spawning takes place in October through early December. A hatchery
program on the Humptulips in the mid-1980s was abandoned due to poor returns. It is
felt that some mixing of hatchery fish with wild spawners occurred, especially in Brittain
Creek (Rick Brix, WDFW, personal communication); however, the stock origin is
considered wild (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). Peak annual counts per mile of chum
salmon in Stevens Creek have been used since 1969 to assess escapement to the
Humptulips River (Figure 4). Peak adult chum counts per mile between 1969 and 1991
averaged 391, since 1992 chum counts per mile have averaged 321 (WDFW and WWTIT
1994). Currently, the Humptulips chum salmon population is considered to be declining
(Table 3).
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Figure 4. Escapement Estimates of Chum Salmon in Stevens Creek (WDFW and
WWTIT 1994; WDFW/QIN Escapement Survey Data 2000).
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Status of Salmonid Populations in the Hoquiam, Wishkah, and South Grays Harbor
Sub-Basins

Stocks present in this area are fall chinook, chum, and coho salmon, and winter steelhead
trout. The only summer steelhead trout are located in the West Fork Hoquiam River
(Streamnet 2000). Salmon and steelhead stocks in the three major drainage basins
(Hoquiam, Wishkah and South Grays Harbor) are all rated as "healthy” (WDFW and
WWTIT 1994).

Chum salmon are distributed throughout the floodplain reaches of all the larger streams
in this area, but the distribution limits have not been well documented, except for known
presence up to Wishkah River Falls at RM 29.4 (Raines et al. 1992). Chehalis River
chum salmon are managed as a single stock, so there are no escapement estimates
specific to the Wishkah, Hoquiam or South Grays Harbor systems. The 1992 SASSI
review labels the chum stock as "native™ and “healthy”, but David Hamilton (Regional
Enhancement Group, personal communication) reports that Wishkah chum are a
composite of the Bitter Creek (North River, WRIA 24) and Hood Canal stocks. A
substantial number of off-site incubators were utilized by WDFW to rebuild the runs.
Chum salmon escapement estimates for the Chehalis River are based on annual spawner
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per mile counts in several sloughs and side channels of the Satsop River. The East Fork

Hoquiam River and the Wishkah River and its tributaries are believed to have the largest
runs in this area (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). A long time resident knowledgeable with
the South Grays Harbor drainages feels that the number of chum salmon in South Grays

Harbor drainages has declined significantly over the past 40 years (Floyd Ruggles, South
Bay resident, personal communication).

In the Wishkah and Hoquiam Rivers, fall chinook counts are available from 1985. The
chinook run in the Wishkah declined in the late 1980s, but the runs have been relatively
stable since. The mean run between 1985 and 1992 was 1,080 compared to 756 from
1992 to 1999. Chinook spawning primarily takes place in the mainstem of the Wishkah
River (WDFW and WWTIT 1994), but spawning is also distributed into the upper
reaches of the West and East Fork Wishkah Rivers (Streamnet 2000). Fall chinook in the
Wishkah are native, with natural spawning supplemented since 1985 by the Long Live
the Kings native broodstock hatchery located on the upper mainstem near RM 26
(WDFW and WWTIT 1994).

Except for fall chinook estimates of over 1,000 returning to the Hoquiam in 1988, 1989
and 1997, runs have ranged from 300 to 850. The mean fall chinook return on the
Hoquiam was 741 from 1985 to 1992, and 663 from 1993 to 1999. Hoquiam chinook
stocks are considered native, with only one documented fingerling release of 1,600 native
brood fall chinook raised at the Stevens Creek Hatchery in 1985 (Stan Hammer, WDFW,
Hatchery Program).

Historical records make no mention of chinook salmon in South Grays Harbor drainages,
and runs may have originated from hatchery plants in the 1950s to 1970s (WDFW and
WWTIT 1994). There are no escapement estimates available for chinook in South Grays
Harbor drainages.

69



Table 4. Summary of Fall Chinook and Winter Steelhead Escapement Estimates in
the Wishkah and Hoquiam Rivers (WDFW and WWTIT 1994 and WDFW/QIN
Escapement Surveys).

Fall Run Chinook Winter Run Steelhead

Year Wishkah | Hoquiam | Wishkah | Hoquiam
1999 606 519

1998 755 361

1997 1270 1152

1996 785 845

1995 343 840

1994 756 527

1993 780 397

1993-1999 Mean | 756 663 NA NA
1992 863 494 846 533
1991 732 749 624 822
1990 970 148 752 487
1989 719 1285 472 675
1988 1367 1355 860 525
1987 1473 690 998 700
1986 1320 712 1534 862
1985 1194 644 1182 730
1984 1016 766
1984-1992 Mean | 1080 741 920 678

Winter steelhead estimates are available from 1984 to 1992 for the Wishkah and
Hoquiam Rivers. A mean of 920 winter steelhead returned to the Wishkah and 678
returned to the Hoquiam. There are no escapement numbers for steelhead in South Grays
Harbor drainages (WDFW and WWTIT 1994).

Escapement data are available for coho salmon in the South Grays Harbor Rivers and in

the Wishkah and Hoquiam Rivers. The low gradient mainstems with abundant wetlands
make all these drainages ideal habitat for coho salmon. Due to this, coho are widely
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distributed in accessible tributaries throughout most of these drainages. The three forks
of the Wishkah each contribute similar returns to the total Wishkah River escapement,
which averaged 3,300 from 1985 to 1992, and has declined to a mean of 1,085 since
1993. Hoquiam River coho salmon returns have also declined in recent years from a
mean of 3,109 between 1985 and 1992, and 1,749 since 1993 (Figure 5).

Coho salmon are known to spawn in all of the South Grays Harbor drainages with Johns
River historically supporting the largest coho return, followed by Andrews Creek in the
Elk River drainage. The smaller independent tributaries, especially from Newskah River
and Chapin Creek, in some years support as many, or more coho as Elk River
(WDFWIQIN Escapement Surveys). South Grays Harbor drainages have contributed
13% to 48% of the coho run of the three major drainages in this area (Figure 5). Coho
are of mixed origin in the South Grays Harbor drainages, with hatchery releases of
Humptulips River origin coho occurring from the 1950s until 1980. Beginning in 1980
the Grays Harbor Gillnetters Association sponsored a number of small fry plants in the
Elk and Johns Rivers, and occasionally in the small independent drainages (WDFW and
WWTIT 1994 and Floyd Ruggles, personal communication). The WDFW/Tribal Wild
Salmonid Policy resulted in discontinued fry plants in South Grays Harbor drainages
beginning in the mid-1990s (Floyd Ruggles, personal communication).

Figure 5. Comparison of Coho Salmon Escapements in the Wishkah, Hoquiam and
South Grays Harbor Drainages.
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Status of Salmonid Populations in the Wynoochee Sub-Basin

Escapement data on salmon and steelhead in the Wynoochee River are available from
1984 to0 1999. Prior to that, WDFW and Quinault Indian Nation conducted spawning
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surveys, but the survey methods do not allow comparison of data with more recent
spawning redds per mile surveys. The Wynoochee River historically had runs of fall
chinook salmon, a small run of spring chinook, coho salmon, fall chum salmon, and
winter steelhead trout. Summer steelhead trout were initially stocked in the Wynoochee
sub-basin, and have established a self-sustaining population that has not been
supplemented for over 20 years (Randy Aho, Aberdeen Lake Hatchery, personal
communication). Table 5 summarizes the SASSI 1992 salmon and steelhead stock status
in the Wynoochee River sub-basin. All of the stocks with status data are considered
"healthy" except for spring chinook stock, whose status is disputed (WDFW and WWTIT
1994).

Table 5. Stock Status of Salmon and Steelhead in the Wynoochee River Sub-Basin
(WDFW and WWTIT 1994).

Stock Origin | Production | 1991 Status
Coho Mixed | Composite | Healthy
Fall Chinook Native | Wild Healthy
Spring Chinook Mixed | Unknown Disputed
Fall Chum Native | Wild Healthy
Winter Steelhead | Mixed | Composite | Healthy

Wynoochee Falls at RM 58.1 was historically the natural upstream barrier to chinook,
coho, and steelhead spawning habitat, prior to construction of the Wynoochee Dam at
RM 50.1. In 1994, the Wynoochee Dam was converted from a flood control dam to a
hydroelectric dam. This eliminated spawning habitat for an estimated 1,500 adult coho
salmon and 570 adult steelhead per year. To mitigate the impacts of the conversion of
4.4 miles of anadromous river into a reservoir, a fish collection facility was constructed at
RM 47.8. The 20-foot dam for the fish collection facility became the upstream extent of
salmon and steelhead migrations, blocking a total of 6.6 miles of spawning habitat, 4.4
miles within the reservoir, and 2.2 miles of habitat between the water supply dam and the
Wynoochee Dam. Salmon and steelhead captured at the collection facility are
transported 7.5 miles upstream, and released in the river above the reservoir. Table 6
summarizes the numbers of coho, chinook, and steelhead that have been captured at the
fish collection facility and transported above the dam (Royce 1985 and ACOE 1997).
The Aberdeen Hatchery uses the fish collection facility to collect steelhead broodstock
for production.
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Table 6. Summary of Fish Transfer Facility Transport of Salmon and Steelhead.

Coho Salmon Winter Run Fall Chinook
Steelhead
Year 1971 - 1998 1971 - 1998 1985 - 1998
Range 236-5698 42-1765 9-147
Mean 1423 463 70

Prior to construction of the Wynoochee Dam, coho salmon utilized habitat up to
Wynoochee Falls at RM 58.1, but now the upper limit is RM 47.8 at the fish collection
facility. WDFW estimated that 3,460 coho historically spawned upstream of this point
(ACOE 1983). Since construction of the dam, coho salmon have been transported
upstream of the reservoir to spawn in the 2.5 miles of habitat below the falls. Annual
coho transports have ranged from 236 to 5,698 comprising an average of 24% of the total
Wynoochee River escapement (ACOE 1997).

Hatchery releases from several stocks outside of the Wynoochee have been made since
the 1950s, resulting in stocks of mixed origin. Annual hatchery plants of coho fry were
made through 1991, but no stocking has been done since (Stan Hammer, WDFW
personal communication). Coho begin entering the Wynoochee River in late September
with spawning from November to as late as February. Coho escapement estimates since
1984 have averaged 3,458, ranging from a high of 5,979 in 1984 and a low of 872 in
1994 (Figure 6) (WDFWI/QIN Escapement Data 2000; WDFW and WWTIT 1994).

Since 1952, there have only been three hatchery releases of chinook salmon originating
from other drainages. Because the numbers of these hatchery releases were low (8,000 to
20,000), it is assumed that the current fall chinook stock is native (WDFW and WWTIT
1994). Fall chinook escapements since 1985, have averaged 2,671 with a high of 7,601
in 1988 and a low of 782 in 1999 (Figure 6) (WDFWI/QIN Escapement Data 2000).

Since 1985, an average of 51 fall chinook, or approximately 2% of the total basin
escapement spawned upstream of the reservoir (ACOE 1997).

Sports fishers, WDFW, and the Quinault Indian Nation have long disputed the presence
of spring chinook in the drainage. A small number of sports fishermen reported catching
spring chinook during the summer run steelhead season, but none of these has been
verified (Brian Erickson, Columbia Pacific RC&D and Curt Holt, QIN, personal
communication). WDFW?’s only documentation of spring chinook in the Wynoochee
drainage is from hatchery plants of Cowlitz River spring chinook in 1975 and 1976.
(WDFW and WWTIT 1994). Quinault Indian Nation escapement surveys in 1987
identified five spring chinook redds on October 21 between RM 32.6 and 35.3, based on
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the old condition of gravel disturbance. In an October 4, 1996 survey, five spring
chinook redds were identified between RM 46.0 and 47.8, based on October 15" being
the break off point for “spring” versus “fall” chinook for most Olympic Peninsula
watersheds. The debate is that observations of “spring” chinook in October surveys may
actually be early spawning “fall” chinook (John Linth, WDFW, and Curt Holt, QIN,
personal communication). Catch records from the ACOE fish collection facility recorded
a total of 7 to 8 wild spring chinook captured and transported above the reservoir in 1971,
1980, 1981, and 1983 (Royce 1985). The only other documented identification of spring
chinook was in spring 1988 when QIN captured two spring chinook at the fish collection
facility while conducting a steelhead project (Curt Holt, QIN, personal communication).

Winter run steelhead are native to the basin with their historic spawning distribution
extending to Wynoochee Falls. Estimates of habitat indicate an average of 1,500
steelhead historically spawned upstream of the existing Wynoochee Dam. Hatchery
smolt plants originating from native brood stock captured at the fish collection facility
have been common, resulting in interbreeding with true wild fish. Therefore, the stock is
considered mixed origin, and has been sustained by both natural and artificial production.
Winter steelheads enter the river from December through May, with spawning taking
place during mid February through June. From 1984 to 1992 escapement estimates
downstream of the fish collection facility have averaged 2,052, ranging from 988 to
3,190, with the escapement goal of 1,260 steelhead exceeded in 7 of the 9 years (WDFW
and WWTIT 1994). Since the fish collection facility began operations in 1971, an
average of 450, or about 20% of the total winter run steelhead, were transported above
the reservoir to spawn. Annual captures at the trap ranged from 42 in 1979 to 1,134 in
1999 (ACOE 1997 and Brett DeMond, WDFW, personal communication).
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Escapement Estimate

Figure 6. Escapement Estimates of Salmon and Steelhead in the Wynoochee River
Sub-Basin.
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There are no escapement estimates for chum salmon specific to the Wynoochee River.
Escapement estimates for the Chehalis River Basin are based on annual spawner per mile
counts of chum salmon on the Satsop River. Fall chum enter the Wynoochee in October
and spawn during late October to early November (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). Without
available escapement surveys, the known spawning distribution is primarily in the
mainstem, but it is likely spawning occurs in most accessible tributaries below river

mile 39.

Status of Salmonid Populations in the Satsop Sub-Basin

Five stocks of salmon and steelhead are known to use to Satsop sub-basin. These include
summer chinook, fall chinook, coho, and chum salmon as well as winter steelhead trout.

Satsop summer chinook salmon is an early-timed chinook stock found in the Satsop
drainage. They spawn in the month of September and the stock was listed as “depressed”
in the 1992 SASSI report (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). The earliest escapement data are
from 1982 with an escapement of about 750 adults. By 1991, the number of spawners
decreased to less than 100 per year. Since then, the stock has likely decreased further in
numbers (Rick Brix, WDFW, personal communication). Observations by David
Hamilton (Regional Enhancement Group, personal communication) note that the summer
chinook have a different spawn timing than the Satsop fall chinook stock. Recent dry
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years resulted in the summer chinook spawning downstream or near Schafer Park, rather
than distributing more broadly. Some observations suggest that summer chinook are also
present in the upper Chehalis Basin (David Hamilton, Regional Enhancement Group,
personal communication), and that those fish are counted as part of the fall chinook stock.

Fall chinook salmon comprise a single chinook stock in the Satsop, and are believed to be
a hybridized stock with many of the hatchery plants from other basins. David Hamilton
(Regional Enhancement Group, personal communication) notes that the Satsop fall
chinook were nearly wiped out when large numbers were transferred to the upper
Chehalis from the former Schafer Park Hatchery. Years later, WDFW released yearling
chinook comprised of primarily Humptulips stock with a mix of Willapa stock. This is
likely the primary origin of the current fall chinook stock in the Satsop. Past
introductions of stocks from Puget Sound and the Columbia River have also occurred
(WDFW and WWTIT 1994). The Satsop fall chinook salmon stock was described as
“healthy” in the 1992 SASSI report, but those numbers included spawners from hatchery
origin. Fall chinook enter the Satsop from mid-September through mid-November, and
spawn from October through mid-December (WDFW and WWTIT 1994).

Fall chum salmon spawn in the Satsop basin, but these are considered part of a larger
Chehalis Basin stock that also spawns in the Wynoochee River, Wishkah River, Hoquiam
River, Cloquallum Creek, Black River, and the mainstem Chehalis River. The 1992
SASSI review labels the chum stock as "native"” and “healthy”, but David Hamilton
(Regional Enhancement Group, personal communication) reports that Satsop chum are a
composite of the Bitter Creek (North River, WRIA 24) and Hood Canal stocks. A
substantial number of off-site incubators were utilized by WDFW to rebuild the runs.

Fall chum enter the Satsop from October through mid-November, and spawn from
November through mid-December (WDFW and WWTIT 1994).

Coho salmon within the Satsop are considered a single stock, entering in late September
or October and spawning from November to January or February (WDFW and WWTIT
1994). The coho salmon stock is believed to be of mixed origin due to plants of Puget
Sound, Soleduck, and Willapa coho in the basin. Satsop coho were described as
“healthy” in the 1992 SASSI report, but hatchery fish may have contributed to those
numbers. Escapement estimates for coho salmon are shown in Figure 7 and are highly
variable from year to year.

Satsop winter steelhead is reported as a native, "depressed" stock in the SASSI report
(WDFW and WWTIT 1994). However, David Hamilton (Regional Enhancement Group,
personal communication) states there are two components of this stock, an early non-
native component and a later native component. He notes an early-timed coastal stock
comprised of Quinault, Bog, and Chambers Creek (Puget Sound) stocks was planted
throughout the Chehalis for many years to support fisheries. The fisheries that targeted
this planted stock could have also decimated the native early component of the winter
steelhead stock. He believes that the later component (entering from February on) is
native. Adults enter the Satsop from December though May and spawn from mid-
February through June (WDFW and WWTIT 1994).
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Figure 7. Satsop River Coho Salmon Escapement
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Salmon and Steelhead Stocks in the Newman, Delezene, Cloquallum, and Mox
Chehalis Sub-Basins

Coho, fall chinook, and chum salmon as well as winter-run steelhead are present in this
area. There are no specific estimates of adult escapement specific to these streams
because these stocks are managed as an aggregate with populations in several other sub-
basins within the Chehalis Basin (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). The chum salmon are
managed as one stock throughout their distribution range in the Chehalis Basin. Fall
chinook, coho, and winter steelhead are managed in conjunction with all other
populations that spawn upstream of the confluence of the Satsop River with the exception
of winter steelhead in the Skookumchuck and Newaukum Rivers.

The low gradients of most rivers and creeks in the analysis area make them ideal habitat
for coho salmon. Coho are distributed throughout Cloguallum and Mox Chehalis Creeks,
and have also been documented in Delezene and Newman Creeks (Map 2c). Itis likely
that coho salmon use some of the other streams as well, but this information remains a
data need. Coho escapement for Cloquallum Creek is shown in Figure 8 (data from John
Linth, WDFW). The aggregate coho population upstream of the Satsop confluence is
considered "healthy" (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). Fall chinook salmon and chum
salmon are also listed as "healthy” in the SASSI report, even though the distribution of
chum salmon is greatly reduced from historic levels (Phinney and Bucknell 1975). The
Chehalis winter steelhead stock was classified as native and "healthy" in SASSI (WDFW
and WWTIT 1994).

Figure 8. Coho Salmon Spawning Escapement in Cloquallum and Mox Chehalis
Creeks (data from WDFW/Tribal escapement surveys).
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Status of Salmon and Steelhead in Gaddis, Rock, Garrard, Independence, and
Lincoln Creeks

Coho salmon are the most numerous salmon and steelhead species in these small to
medium sized streams. The coho stock spawning in these areas is classified as part of a
much larger population of coho found throughout the Chehalis Basin upstream of the
Satsop River (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). They spawn from November through January
and sometimes into February, and are classified as "healthy" with a mixed origin
(WDFW and WWTIT 1994). The escapement averaged 18,510 from 1984 t01991, when
the SASSI classification was made. From 1992 to 1998, the coho escapement dropped to
a mean of 14,625 adults/year (data from John Linth, WDFW). Coho likely spawn in all
accessible areas containing adequate flows and spawning gravel within these creeks and
rear in all accessible areas. However, specific information about the status of coho to
these streams is lacking, and distribution information is scant.

Winter steelhead have been noted in Rock Creek, Williams Creek, and Lincoln Creek,
and these populations are part of a much larger stock that includes spawners in the South
Fork Chehalis River and the upper Chehalis River (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). This
stock was classified as “healthy” in the 1992 SASSI report.

Fall chinook salmon have been recorded in Rock Creek, and are part of a much larger
population of chinook that includes all fall chinook upstream of the Satsop River
(WDFW and WWTIT 1994). Spawning occurs from October through November. The
stock is classified as "healthy" with a mixed origin (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). Recent
escapement estimates indicate that the escapement has been stable and at similar levels to
those used in the SASSI classification.

Historically, chum salmon likely used these streams as well, and a small run of chum
salmon was documented in Lincoln and Independence Creeks (Phinney and Bucknell
1975). Currently, there are no specific stocks of chum known in these areas, although
small numbers may be seen occasionally (John Linth, WDFW, personal communication).

Status of Salmon and Steelhead in the Porter, Gibson, and Cedar Creek Sub-Basins

Coho and fall chinook salmon and winter steelhead trout are documented in the Porter
and Cedar Creek sub-basins, and coho salmon are present in the Gibson Creek watershed.
The salmon and steelhead stocks that spawn in these streams are all part of larger stocks
that includes fish that spawn in the Chehalis River Basin upstream of the mouth of the
Satsop River (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). All of those stocks are listed as "healthy" in
the SASSI report. Since 1984, WDFW, the Quinault Indian Nation and the Chehalis
Tribe have cooperatively conducted spawning escapement surveys for coho, fall chinook,
and winter steelhead in Gibson Creek, Cedar Creek, and Porter Creek. Escapement
summaries for coho salmon are presented in Figure 9. The estimates indicate that recent
escapement levels are not as high as estimates from the late 1980s to early 1990s.
Escapement estimates for fall chinook and winter run steelhead were not summarized for
this analysis, but raw annual escapement data are available at the WDFW in Montesano.
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Figure 9. Coho Salmon Spawning Escapement in Porter, Gibson and Cedar Creeks
(data from WDFW/Tribal escapement surveys).
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Status of Salmon and Steelhead in the Black River Sub-Basin

Coho, fall chinook, and chum salmon, as well as winter steelhead trout, are present in the
Black River sub-basin. The salmon and steelhead stocks that spawn in these streams are
all part of larger stocks that includes fish that spawn in the Chehalis River Basin
upstream of the mouth of the Satsop River (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). All of these
stocks are listed as "healthy" in the SASSI report. Since 1984, WDFW, the Quinault
Indian Nation, and the Chehalis Tribe have cooperatively conducted spawning
escapement surveys for coho, fall chinook, and winter steelhead in Gibson Creek, Cedar
Creek, and Porter Creek, and escapement summaries for coho salmon are presented in
Figure 10. Escapement estimates for fall chinook and winter run steelhead were not
summarized for this analysis, but raw annual escapement data are available at the WDFW
in Montesano.
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Figure 10. Coho Salmon Spawning Escapement in the Black River (data from
WDFW!/Tribal escapement surveys).
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Scatter Creek Salmon and Steelhead Population Status

Coho are the most numerous salmon species in Scatter Creek, using almost all of the
watershed (WDFW Spawner Survey Database; Thurston Conservation District 1999).
Coho salmon rearing has also been documented in Prairie Creek (Pat Hanratty, WDFW,
personal communication). The coho stock spawning in these areas is classified as part of
a much larger population of coho found throughout the Chehalis Basin upstream of the
Satsop River (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). They spawn from November through January
and sometimes into February, and were classified as "healthy" with a mixed origin in the
early 1990s (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). The escapement for the total population
averaged 18,510 from 1984 to 1991, when the SASSI classification was made. From
1992 to 1998, the coho escapement dropped to a mean of 14,625 adults/year (data from
John Linth, WDFW).

Winter steelhead have been noted in the lower reaches of Scatter Creek (Streamnet 1999),
but this population was not specifically mentioned in SASSI (WDFW and WWTIT
1994). Stock status is unknown.

Chum salmon are thought to utilize Scatter Creek (Thurston Conservation District 1999),
but specific distribution has not been documented (Streamnet 1999), nor were they
mentioned in the SASSI report (WDFW and WWTIT 1994).

Skookumchuck Sub-Basin Salmon Population Status

There are four stocks of salmon and steelhead in the Skookumchuck sub-basin: spring
chinook, fall chinook, and coho salmon, as well as winter steelhead trout (WDFW and
WWTIT 1994). Winter steelhead in the Skookumchuck sub-basin are considered to be
part of a larger population that includes Newaukum winter steelhead.
Skookumchuck/Newaukum winter steelhead were classified as “depressed” in the 1992
SASSI report, and current escapement estimates remain well below escapement goals.
From 1996 to 1999, the wild steelhead escapement in the Skookumchuck River ranged
from 193-473 with a total wild escapement goal of 766 (450 upstream of dam plus 316
downstream of dam) (John Linth, WDFW, personal communication). Skookumchuck
winter steelhead were also described as a mixed-origin stock, and are partially sustained
by hatchery production from dam mitigation.

The coho stock spawning in these areas is also classified as part of a much larger
population of coho found throughout the Chehalis Basin upstream of the Satsop River
(WDFW and WWTIT 1994). They spawn from November through January and
sometimes into February, and were classified as "healthy" with a mixed origin in the
early 1990s (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). The escapement for the total population
averaged 18,510 from 1984 to 1991, when the SASSI classification was made. From
1992 to 1998, the mean coho escapement throughout the upper Chehalis dropped to
14,625 adults per year (data from John Linth, WDFW). Coho salmon returning to the
Skookumchuck River show a decrease in adult escapement from 1992 to 1994, but more
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recent returns have increased to levels that are similar to returns in years between 1988
and 1991 (Figure 11).

The Skookumchuck Dam has reduced coho habitat by an estimated 8 miles which has
likely decreased coho production from the Skookumchuck River (Weyerhaeuser 1997).
A rearing pond on Bloody Run Creek has been used to rear Minter Creek (Puget Sound)
coho salmon for release in Puget Sound. However, recently the stock has been changed
to Bingham Creek coho (Satsop Hatchery, a mixed origin stock). While most are still
released into Puget Sound, 100,000 are released into the Skookumchuck River as part of
the dam mitigation (John Linth, WDFW, personal communication).

Fall chinook salmon in the Skookumchuck sub-basin are also part of a much larger
Chehalis basin stock, which includes all fall chinook upstream of the Satsop River
(WDFW and WWTIT 1994). Spawning occurs from October through November. The
stock was classified as "healthy" with a mixed origin in the early 1990s (WDFW and
WWTIT 1994). Recent escapement estimates indicate that the escapement has been
stable and at similar levels to those used in the SASSI classification.

Spring chinook salmon in the Skookumchuck sub-basin are a component of the Chehalis
spring chinook stock identified in SASSI (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). Over 90% of this
stock spawns in the Skookumchuck, Newaukum, and upper mainstem Chehalis Rivers.
The remaining 10% spawn in the North Fork Newaukum, Elk Creek, the Chehalis
mainstem downstream of RM 88, and in Stillman Creek (WDFW and WWTIT 1994).
The stock spawns from early September through mid-October, and is considered to be
native and "healthy" in the 1992 SASSI report (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). Escapement
estimates since the SASSI classification show that average escapement has increased.
Escapement averaged 1,490 prior to SASSI publication, but has averaged 2,379 since
1991. However, even though both spring and fall chinook stocks were classified as
“healthy”, the Skookumchuck component of these stocks has very likely been reduced
due to the presence of the dam. The dam has decreased mainstem habitat for both
chinook salmon stocks by 3.6 miles for each chinook salmon stock (Weyerhaeuser 1997).
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Figure 11. Coho salmon spawning escapement in the Skookumchuck River (data
from WDFW/Tribal escapement surveys)..
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Newaukum Sub-Basin Salmon Population Status

There are four stocks of salmon and steelhead in the Newaukum sub-basin; spring
chinook, fall chinook, and coho salmon, as well as winter steelhead trout (WDFW and
WWTIT 1994). Winter steelhead in the Newaukum sub-basin are considered to be part
of a larger population that includes Skookumchuck winter steelhead. The stock was
classified as “depressed” in the 1992 SASSI report, and current escapement estimates
remain well below escapement goals (John Linth, WDFW, personal communication).
Skookumchuck/Newaukum winter steelhead were also described as a mixed-origin stock,
and is partially sustained by hatchery production in the Skookumchuck River from dam
mitigation.

The coho stock spawning in these areas is classified as part of a much larger population
of coho found throughout the Chehalis basin upstream of the Satsop River (WDFW and
WWTIT 1994). They spawn from November through January and sometimes into
February, and were classified as "healthy™ with a mixed origin in the early 1990s
(WDFW and WWTIT 1994). Coho salmon escapement estimates to the Newaukum sub-
basin are shown in Figure 12. While coho spawn in all accessible areas within the
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Newaukum sub-basin, Lucas Creek and lower Mitchell Creek are considered major coho
producing streams (Map 3b) (Weyerhaeuser 1998).

Fall chinook salmon in the Newaukum sub-basin are also part of a much larger Chehalis
basin stock, which includes all fall chinook upstream of the Satsop River (WDFW and
WWTIT 1994). The Newaukum sub-basin contributes an estimated 6% of the total
spawning population of Chehalis fall chinook (Weyerhaeuser 1998). Spawning occurs
from October through November. The stock was classified as "healthy" with a mixed
origin in the early 1990s (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). Recent escapement estimates
indicate that the escapement has been stable and at similar levels to those used in the
SASSI classification.

Spring chinook salmon in the Newaukum sub-basin are a component of the Chehalis
spring chinook stock identified in SASSI (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). About 34% of
spring chinook spawning occurs in the Newaukum sub-basin (Weyerhaeuser 1998). The
stock spawns from early September through mid-October, and is considered to be native
and "healthy" in the 1992 SASSI report (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). Escapement
estimates since the SASSI classification show that the average escapement has increased.
Escapement averaged 1,490 prior to SASSI publication, but has averaged 2,379 since
1991.
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Figure 12. Coho Salmon Spawning Escapement in the Newaukum River (data from
WDFW!/Tribal escapement surveys).

6000 —
Newaukum River Coho Salmon Escapement A

5000

4000 -

3000 A

2000 -

Escapement Estimate

1000 -

O T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T 1
1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

86



Salmon and Steelhead Populations in Stearns, Mill, Bunker, and Deep Creeks

Coho are the most numerous species in these small to medium sized streams. The coho
stock spawning in these areas is classified as part of a much larger population of coho
found throughout the Chehalis basin upstream of the Satsop River (WDFW and WWTIT
1994). They spawn from November through January and sometimes into February, and
were classified as "healthy" with a mixed origin in the early 1990s (WDFW and WWTIT
1994). The escapement for the total population averaged 18,510 from 1984 to 1991,
when the SASSI classification was made. From 1992 to 1998, the mean coho
escapement has dropped to 14,625 adults/year (data from John Linth, WDFW). Coho
likely spawn in all accessible areas containing adequate flows and spawning gravel
within these creeks and rear in all accessible areas. However, specific information about
the status of coho to these streams is lacking, and distribution information is scant.

Winter steelhead have been noted in Stearns Creek, Bunker Creek, and Deep Creek, but
these populations were not specifically mapped in the SASSI report (WDFW and
WWTIT 1994). The stock spawning nearby in the South Fork Chehalis River and upper
Chehalis River was classified as “healthy” in the 1992 SASSI report (John Linth,
WDFW, personal communication). No other species of salmon or steelhead has been
documented in these creeks.

South Fork and Upper Chehalis Sub-Basin Salmon Population Status

Coho salmon are the most abundant salmonid in the South Fork Chehalis and Upper
Chehalis sub-basins (Hadley 1994; WDFW and WWTIT 1994). The coho stock
spawning in these areas was classified as part of a much larger population of coho found
throughout the Chehalis basin upstream of the Satsop River (WDFW and WWTIT 1994).
They spawn from November through January and sometimes into February, and were
classified as "healthy" with a mixed origin (WDFW and WWTIT 1994).

In the SASSI report (WDFW and WWTIT 1994), winter steelhead trout in the South
Fork Chehalis and Upper Chehalis sub-basins were also considered part of a larger
population found throughout the Chehalis upstream of the Satsop River confluence, and
is referred to as “Chehalis winter steelhead”. This stock does not include spawners in the
Skookumchuck and Newaukum sub-basins. The Chehalis winter steelhead stock was
classified as native and "healthy", even though the escapement trend is downward. Low
numbers of summer steelhead trout are thought to use the Stillman Creek watershed for
spawning (Hadley 1994).

Spring chinook salmon in the South Fork Chehalis and Upper Chehalis sub-basins are a
component of the Chehalis spring chinook stock identified in SASSI (WDFW and
WWTIT 1994). Over 90% of this stock spawns in the Skookumchuck, Newaukum, and
upper mainstem Chehalis Rivers. The remaining 10% spawn in the North Fork
Newaukum, Elk Creek, the Chehalis mainstem downstream of RM 88, and in Stillman
Creek (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). The stock spawns from early September through

87



mid-October, and is considered to be native and "healthy" in the 1992 SASSI report
(WDFW and WWTIT 1994).

Fall chinook salmon in the South Fork Chehalis and Upper Chehalis sub-basins are also
part of a much larger Chehalis basin stock, which includes all fall chinook upstream of
the Satsop River (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). Spawning occurs from October through
November. The stock was classified as "healthy” with a mixed origin (WDFW and
WWTIT 1994).
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HABITAT LIMITING FACTORS IN THE CHEHALIS DRAINAGE
BY SUB-BASIN

Categories of Habitat Limiting Factors used by the Washington State Conservation
Commission

The following is a list and description of the major habitat limiting factor categories that
are used to organize the Limiting Factors Reports. Although these categories overlap
with each other, such that one habitat problem could impact more than one habitat
limiting factor category, they provide a reasonable structure to assess habitat conditions
within a basin or sub-basin. Within each category are one or more data types that provide
a means to assess each category.

Loss of Access to Spawning and Rearing Habitat

This category includes culverts, tide gates, levees, dams, and other artificial structures
that restrict access to spawning habitat for adult salmonids or rearing habitat for
juveniles. Additional factors considered are low stream flow or temperature conditions
that function as barriers during certain times of the year.

Floodplain Conditions

Floodplains are relatively flat areas adjacent to larger streams and rivers that are
periodically inundated during high flows. In a natural state, they allow for the lateral
movement of the main channel and provide storage for floodwaters, sediment, and large
woody debris. Floodplains generally contain numerous sloughs, side-channels, and other
features that provide important spawning habitat, rearing habitat, and refugia during high
flows. Impacts in this category includes direct loss of aquatic habitat from human
activities in floodplains (such as filling), disconnection of main channels from floodplains
with dikes, levees, revetments, and riparian roads, and impeding the lateral movement of
flood flows with dikes, riparian roads, levees, and revetments. Disconnection can also
result from channel incision caused by changes in hydrology or sediment inputs.

Streambed Sediment Conditions

Changes in the inputs of fine and coarse sediment to stream channels can have a broad
range of effects on salmonid habitat. Increases in coarse sediment can create channel
instability and reduce the frequency and volume of pools, while decreases can limit the
availability of spawning gravel. Decreased channel stability is often noted by analyzing
aerial photographs for widespread channel changes or by measuring scour. Increases in
fine sediment can fill in pools, decrease the survival rate of eggs deposited in the gravel
(through suffocation), and lower the production of benthic invertebrates. As part of this
analysis, increased sediment input from landslides, roads, agricultural practices,
construction activities is examined as well as decreased gravel availability caused by
dams and floodplain constrictions. This category also assesses instream habitat
characteristics that are related to sedimentation and sediment transport, such as bank
stability and erosion and large woody debris (LWD).
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Riparian Conditions

Riparian areas include the land adjacent to streams, rivers, and nearshore environments
that interacts with the aquatic environment. This category addresses factors that limit the
ability of native riparian vegetation to provide shade, nutrients, bank stability, and large
woody debris. Riparian impacts include timber harvest, clearing for agriculture or
development, and direct access of livestock to stream channels. This section also
examines future LWD recruitment, where data are available, and the abundance and
depth of pool habitat.

Water Quality

Water quality factors addressed by this category include stream temperature, dissolved
oxygen, and toxics that directly affect salmonid production. Turbidity is also included,
although the sources of sediment problems are addressed in the streambed sediment
category. In some cases, fecal coliform problems are identified because they may serve
as indicators of other impacts in a watershed, such as direct animal access to streams.

Water Quantity

Changes in flow conditions can have a variety of effects on salmonid habitat. Decreased
low flows can reduce the availability of summer rearing habitat and contribute to
temperature and access problems, while increased peak flows can scour or bury spawning
nests. Other alterations to seasonal hydrology can strand fish or limit the availability of
habitat at various life stages. All types of hydrologic changes can alter channel and
floodplain complexity. This category addresses changes in flow conditions brought about
by water withdrawals, the presence of roads and impervious surfaces, the operation of
dams and diversions, alteration of floodplains and wetlands, and changes in hydrological
maturity (vegetation age).

Estuarine and Nearshore Habitat

This category addresses habitat impacts that are unique to estuarine and nearshore
environments. Estuarine habitat includes areas in and around the mouths of streams
extending throughout the area of tidal influence on fresh water. These areas provide
especially important rearing habitat and an opportunity for transition between fresh and
salt water. Impacts include loss of habitat complexity due to filling, dikes, and
channelization; and loss of tidal connectivity caused by tidegates. Nearshore habitat
includes intertidal and shallow subtidal saltwater areas adjacent to land that provide
transportation and rearing habitat for adult and juvenile fish. Important features of these
areas include eelgrass, kelp beds, cover, large woody debris, and the availability of prey
species. Impacts include bulkheads, overwater structures, filling, dredging, and alteration
of sediment processes. Water quality issues of the estuarine or nearshore environment,
such as toxics, dissolved oxygen, and water temperatures are included in this section, as
well as the presence of significant baitfish spawning sites. Also included are habitat
changes that have promoted the increase in opportunistic predators on salmon, such as
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marine mammals and birds. The introduction of non-native species specific to the
estuary, such as Spartina, is included in this section.

Lake Habitat

Lakes can provide important spawning and rearing for salmonids. This category includes
impacts that are unique to lake environments, such as the construction of docks and piers,
increases in aquatic vegetation, the application of herbicides to control plant growth and
changes in lakeshore vegetation. Also included are habitat changes that have promoted
the increase in opportunistic predators on salmon, such as squawfish (northern pike
minnow).

Biological Processes

This category addresses impacts to fish brought about by the introduction of exotic plants
and animals and also from the loss of ocean-derived nutrients caused by a reduction in
the amount of available salmon carcasses. It also includes impacts from increased
predation or competition and loss of food-web function due to habitat changes.

Rating Habitat Conditions

The major goal of this project is to identify the habitat conditions that should be restored
or conserved for the best benefit of salmonid production. Often, numerous habitat
degradations can be found within a watershed, and some have a greater impact on
salmonids than others. To help identify the most significant habitat limiting factors, the
Conservation Commission developed a system to rate the above-described habitat
limiting factor categories as “good”, “fair”, or “poor”. This is useful to allow
comparisons of limiting factors within a watershed, as well as provide the same general
standards to rate conditions across the state for this project. These ratings are not
intended to be used as thresholds for regulatory purposes. The details and data sources
for the standards are described in the Assessment Chapter.

Habitat Limiting Factors in the Grays Harbor Estuary and along the Near Shore
Introduction

Grays Harbor is about 12 miles wide at the widest point, and at high tide covers about 97
square miles. A two-mile wide channel connects Grays Harbor to the Pacific Ocean.
Two major river basins drain into Grays Harbor. The Chehalis River drains 2,200 square
miles into the inner harbor, while the Humptulips Basin drains 245 square miles into
North Bay. Several smaller drainages also empty into Grays Harbor and include the
Hoquiam River, Elk River, Johns River, Newskah Creek, and Charlie Creek. North Bay
is relatively undeveloped, while the inner harbor is heavily industrialized. Pulp mills,
landfills, sewage treatment plants, and log storage facilities are all located within the
inner harbor. In addition, the inner harbor is regularly dredged.

Grays Harbor provides vital feeding and transitional habitat for salmonids, both when
juveniles leave the rivers to enter saltwater, and when adults return to the rivers to spawn.
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The larval northern anchovy is found in deeper waters of Grays Harbor and serves as
food for chinook and chum salmon (Simenstad and Eggers 1981). These authors also
suggest that open-water zooplankton levels limit the population of juvenile salmonids in
Grays Harbor. Areas that are especially important for zooplankton production include
Moon Island, Cow Point, and the marine waters east to Stearns Bluff. Herring spawning
beds have been recently located in and around the Elk River estuary, and sand lance
spawning was documented in South Arbor (Bob Burkle, WDFW, personal
communication). Both of these species are important food items for salmonids.

Large woody debris (LWD) in the estuary was common prior to logging and settlements,
but is now believed by the TAG to be very low. Estuarine LWD serves as cover for
juvenile salmonids (Martin and Dieu 1997). The wood also creates firm substrates in a
fine sediment environment, and is used as nurse logs by spruce and cedar.

Water Quality

In the past, water quality problems have been significant in Grays Harbor and were
thought to contribute to a bottleneck for salmon production from the Chehalis River,
particularly for wild coho production (Schroder and Fresh 1992). Most of the Grays
Harbor water quality problems for salmonids have been chemicals; specifically those
discharged from the Weyerhaeuser and ITT-Rayonier pulp mills. Water quality problems
in Grays Harbor occurred as early as 1928 when Grays Harbor Pulp and Paper Co (later
became ITT-Rayonier) began to release acid waste that killed large numbers of fish and
shellfish (Wendler and Deschamps 1955; Hiss and Knudsen 1992). In 1957, another pulp
mill was constructed. This one was located in Cosmopolis and owned by Weyerhaeuser
Company. It discharged through a series of ponds into the Harbor near south Aberdeen.
In the late 1980s, the mills' discharges were also toxic for oyster larvae and rainbow trout
as shown in bioassays (Schroder and Fresh 1992).

A parasite seemed to worsen the impact from the inner harbor water quality problems.
Schroder and Fresh (1992) demonstrated that wild coho traveling through the inner
harbor had higher counts of a fluke, Nanophyetus salmincola, compared to wild salmon
from the Humptulips drainage. Also, fish held in live boxes in the lower Chehalis River,
acquired high levels of this parasite. The habitat in this area is ideal for the intermediate
host (freshwater snail) of this parasite. The authors believe that the higher levels of
parasites stressed coho salmon and made them more vulnerable to other problems such as
poor water quality (Schroder and Fresh 1992). However, the fluke is common in low-
gradient streams and does not impact salmon in the absence of water quality degradations
(Dave Seiler, WDFW, personal communication).

Beginning in 1990, the Weyerhaeuser mill greatly changed operations to reduce the
discharge of chemicals into the harbor, and since then, the ITT-Rayonier mill has ceased
operations. It is very likely these actions improved water quality within Grays Harbor,
but data showing recent conditions are sparse. One year’s worth of data was collected on
the brood of coho juveniles that traveled through the inner harbor after the mill
improvements. This brood of Chehalis coho salmon survived as well as Humptulips coho
salmon (Dave Seiler, WDFW, personal communication). However, further tagging and

92



monitoring of subsequent broods has not occurred due to cessation of tagging, onset of
selective fishing, and poor marine survival. Also, in the late 1990s “no chronic toxicity
was detected” in the mill effluents (DOE 1999). This suggests that Grays Harbor water
quality may no longer be the most single largest bottleneck for salmon production from
the Chehalis River, but further testing of discharges and their effects on salmonids
remains an important data need.

Dioxin has been found in the sediments below both mill outfalls (Schroder and Fresh
1992). It binds to sediments and debris, and accumulates in invertebrates to become part
of the food web. It has been suggested that dioxin-contaminated amphipods may increase
salmon smolt mortality (Hiss and Knudsen 1992). Dioxin is still a concern in inner Grays
Harbor based upon samples of flounder tissue (EPA 1999). A Total Maximum Daily
Load (TMDL) has been approved, and is in progress to determine the extent of the
problem.

In 1998, Grays Harbor sediment sampling showed low sediment chemical concentrations,
with a few localized problems (Norton 1999). Of greatest concern was the Grays Harbor
Paper Mill, which exceeded standards with significant levels of 4-methylphenol.
Westhaven Cove was noted as having high enough concentrations of bis (2-ethyl hexyl)
phthalate to elicit concern. These chemicals are believed to impact invertebrates that
comprise part of the salmonid food web. The Little Hoquiam Boatyard was sampled, and
did not have any chemical violations (Norton 1999). Of 15 other sampled sites, 6
violated standards.

In 1994 and 1995, high levels of pesticides were documented in an unnamed stream that
empties into South Bay near Bay City, and this ditch is on the 1998 303(d) List for
various pesticide chemicals. The stream drains cranberry bogs, and contains diazinon,
chlorpyrifos (Dursban), and azinphos-methyl (Guthion) (Jennings 1995). These
chemicals are toxic to invertebrates that can serve as food for salmonids.

Sevin (carbaryl) has been used to treat oyster beds in Grays Harbor for ghost and mud
shrimp (Jennings 1995). About 200 acres of tidelands are treated and its effect upon
salmonids and their food sources is unknown and is a data need.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has rated Grays Harbor as having “serious
problems with low vulnerability” (EPA 1999). This rating means that there are serious
water quality problems, but they are unlikely to worsen in the near future. Both the inner
and outer Grays Harbor sections are on the 303(d) List for fecal coliform, but much of the
source of fecal coliform comes from upstream. In addition, numerous sites in all sampled
areas of Grays Harbor have violated water temperature, dissolved oxygen, or pH
standards. However, these current exceedances are believed to be the result of natural
conditions, such as ocean upwelling bringing in water low in oxygen or solar heating of
shallow water (DOE 1999). The EPA rating together with the recent sediment chemical
violations, results in a water quality rating as “poor” for the Grays Harbor estuary (see
Assessment Chapter). However, it is important to note that improvements have been
made and current impacts to salmonids are unknown and are a high priority data need.
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Dredging

The water quality problems have been worsened by the inner harbor dredging. Dredging
likely holds together wastewater and fish for longer periods of time (Dave Seiler,
WDFW, personal communication) and increases side slope instability and turbidity (Bob
Burkle, WDFW, personal communication). An additional concern is that dredging re-
suspends some of the contaminants contained within the sediments. The increased
turbidity may reduce eelgrass habitat, which is important for copepod production, a major
food of juvenile salmonids (Bob Burkle, WDFW, personal communication). However,
trends in eelgrass habitat have not been monitored within Grays Harbor and remains a
data need.

One improvement is that the Army Corps of Engineers has agreed not to dredge during
the coho salmon outmigration period (Schroder and Fresh 1992). Dredging is still
extensive throughout the outer and inner channel, and the outmigration of salmonid
juveniles can occur throughout the year. The dredged area is shown in Figure 13.
Maintenance dredging of 2,700,000 cubic yards of sediment occurs annually, with most
of the dredged spoils deposited near the South Jetty or Point Chehalis (ACOE 1998). An
additional 60,000 cubic yards are dredged biennially in Elliot Slough, and new dredging
is scheduled for the years 1999 to 2000 to remove 55,000 cubic yards near South
Aberdeen and 1,000 cubic years near the Cow Point Turning Basin Notch (ACOE 1998).
Up to a two-year total of 600,000 cubic yards of materials are deposited at Half Moon
Bay and another 400,000 cubic yards at South Beach to function as erosion control.
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Figure 13. Dredging sites in Grays Harbor (ACOE 1998).
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Loss of Estuarine Habitat in Grays Harbor

There have been varying estimates of estuarine habitat loss for Grays Harbor. In 1996,
NRC estimated that about 30% of historic estuary has been lost, and this is probably the
best estimate to-date. This amounts to 14,579 acres lost, and includes all types of
estuarine habitat. The specific known areas of loss include wetlands near Cow Point and
tidelands that were filled to build the cities of Aberdeen and Hoquiam (Hiss and Knudsen
1992). Significant diking exists in the lower Wishkah and Hoquiam Rivers and near
Montesano, with minimal diking near Humptulips (Burrows Road) (Bob Burkle, WDFW,
personal communication). Additional impacts include a rail line along the Johns River
estuary (Bob Burkle, WDFW, personal communication). A different estimate examined
marsh habitat. Seliskar and Gallaghar (1983) estimated that 3,840 acres of marsh habitat
has been lost, but this analysis did not include other types of estuarine wetlands. Using
the rating system for this project and the NRC estimates (see Assessment Chapter), the
Grays Harbor estuary would rate “fair” for habitat loss.

Lower River Off-Channel Habitat

Between RM 1 (east of Aberdeen) and RM 11 (just west of the Wynoochee River), the
lower Chehalis River comprises a large, fairly undeveloped floodplain complex with
numerous sloughs and canals (Ralph et al. 1994). These are under strong tidal influence
with nearby vegetation that is dominated by older conifers and hardwoods (Ralph et al.
1994). Juvenile coho salmon have been documented in several of these sites (Moser et
al. 1991; Simenstad et al. 1992), and it is likely that other species of salmonids are using
this habitat as well. This large, undeveloped estuarine floodplain habitat should be
preserved, as it is one of the few areas within the basin that is in a relatively natural state.

Between RM 13-20 of the lower Chehalis River, 23 freshwater off-channel sites have
been identified as potential coho over-wintering habitat (Ralph et al. 1994). These areas
are wetlands that are no longer connected to the main channel or need additional work
such as vegetation and exclusion of cattle. The sites are shown in Figure 14. Table 7
lists each site and the type of work necessary to convert it to productive salmon habitat.
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Figure 14. Potential Off-Channel Coho Rearing Sites in the Lower Chehalis River
(Ralph et al. 1994).
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Table 7. Potential Off-Channel Coho Salmon Habitat Sites in the Lower Chehalis

River (Ralph et al. 1994).

Site Mo, Sk~ Rihvar Cuind Mop Alr Phoio Restaration potential
ANER Aras Mila HNomo Muarr bsr
CHEHALIS A 0.0 Cha 10 Gontral Park 54 224 Re-vagsiate bankatcsar 2nd agrosa charna
R 11.57 Cha 11.37 Capiral Park 54 234 Claar kvwar outlot chanmal
L 133 Che 13,3 Manbesano 6T T Pravant cafile accoss
A1A7S A12Che 18 13.758 Mantesang 57 Ta Ao-axcayate & re-vegelate outlet channals
A 13.75 A Chae a 13.75 Montesang 5T Th Improve connsctiyvity with ara 4
A 13.75 Ad Che & 13.75 Mantesana 57 Ta Create conneciity wiih area 5
R 13.75 AS Che 5 13.76 Miafibasana BT ‘™ Crests cannecivity with nalghbaring sios
A 13,75 AB Che L 13.75 Micerytasan 57 173 Clear cubrsstsipravant catths accass
A 13.75 AT Cha T 13.78 Montesana B 173 Claar cubmrs of debds and vogatation
A 1375 AB Che a 13.75 Mortasana 5 173 Excavate naw sgraas channal is Syhda Crask
A 140 Che 14 Merasana 57 ™ F-aocavaln & re-vegatate cuilel channsl
L 14,8 Cha 14.8 Merilasars BT Ta Craale connectivity batwoen arsas 1-4
A 1525 Cha 15.28 Moriagan 54 A5 Provant cattle sctasaio-vogetate oulat charnal
A 155 Cha 16.5 Merosaro 58 as Prevant caftle access
L 159 Cha 16.9 Moneaans 54 3B inatall cudyerbiprevent cattle accass
L 187 Cha 16.7 Montosano 59 253 GCloar sgross channal
: :;.: E 16.8 Menfenars S8 283 Install culver under accesa road
17 Montesano 59 252 Croate connactivity with nalghba slbas
R 1737 Cha 17.37 Mantesans 60 210 CuiaT rlphu-r-:l.f--lmnnhlribnﬁt channal
L 189 Cha 10 Montesano an 210 Cloar and modify culvansimodiy sarthan dam
R 1871 Cha 18,7 Manbesanag 60 210 Craate connecthvitpre-vogom@ia inlel channs
R 18T I Cha 18.87 Maontesano 80 210 Create conneciivity wiih nelghbarng shoa
Pt 18:2 | Ghas 19,2 Mantaesng &1 45 Crents connocthvityiprovont catile socess
BATSORR. L 097 Sai 0,27 Bouth Bl g2 27 Excavate mew sgress channsl o aroa 1
L 1.83 Ga 1.83 Boulth EmaElma 51 48 Pranvand catthh sooess
R 2.75 8.1 2,75 Pross PealiSima &1 48 Ra-excavate outhsl channeliprawent cattle necaas
A 4.0 Sal 4 Pricas Paak B0 ZE Claar cutlet channalexcavats addianal pards
L 5.0 A1 Sal 1 B Pricas Paak B e Cloar ouslel channal
L 5.0 A2 S 2 5 Pricos Paak Ed 218 Prewant cattle accass
WYMNOOCHEE L 1.62 Wyn 1.82 Caniral PriMons. 55 173 Claar and modiy slilvetaprevant caithy aceass
L 1.88 | Wyn 1.88 Contral Park 55 173 Excavate sgress channeladd dabiis maiicas
A 30 Wyn 3 Cariral Park 84 223 Clear catlat channal’modity san®en dam
A 3,25 Whn 328 Cantral Park 54 2 Raplase cubmdbiprevent catlo accass
A 4.5 Wyn 4.5 Wyn Wall BEW.C P 53 13 FAo-vagaiate cuilet chamnalprovert catile accass

Invasive Species

Spartina is a major invasive species threat in Willapa Bay, and there is great effort to
prevent its spread to Grays Harbor. Spartina forms thick clones that trap sediments,
turning tideflats into meadows. Tideflats contain microalgae that support the foodweb
salmon depend upon in estuary habitats. Spartina invasion also reduces nutrient cycling,
displaces eelgrass, and converts open habitat into an impenetrable area.

Spartina’s impact on juvenile salmon rearing habitat, as well as the ecosystem upon
which the young salmon depend, is unknown, but the displacement of native eelgrass is a
great concern. Eelgrass provides important nursery habitat for juvenile salmonids.
Juvenile salmon use the eelgrass to hide from predators, as well as feed on copepods that
are living on the bacteria from decaying eelgrass (Levings 1985; Webb 1991).
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Although Spartina was introduced to Willapa Bay from the East Coast about 100 years
ago, it was not documented in Grays Harbor until 1992 (Blain Reeves, personal
communication, Washington State Department of Agriculture). Since then, small
quantities of Spartina have been documented and eradicated in several sites within Grays
Harbor (Figure 15). Those sites include: Grass Creek, Bowerman Basin, Johns River,
near the Westport Coast Guard Station, Damon Point, Grass Island, Bottle Beach, Pirates
Cove, and the Elk River Estuary (Blain Reeves, personal communication, Washington
State Department of Agriculture). The TAG recommends continued eradication of
Spartina within Grays Harbor.
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Figure 15. Spartina Infestation Sites within Grays Harbor (Blain Reeves,

Washington State Department of Agriculture).
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Predation

The most likely predators impacting salmonid survival in Grays Harbor are marine
mammals (e.g. harbor seals), squawfish (Ptychocheilus oregonensis), and birds (e.g. the
common merganser). These are documented predators on juvenile salmonids that can
consume large numbers of fish in certain circumstances (Foerster and Ricker 1941;
Fiscus 1980; Mace 1983; Rieman and Beamesderfer 1988), and all of these predators are
found in Grays Harbor.

The most abundant marine mammal in Grays Harbor is the harbor seal, and haul-outs for
seals are mostly located in North Bay and the outer Grays Harbor estuary (Schroder and
Fresh 1992). Although harbor seals can be found throughout the year, seals in Grays
Harbor generally pup and breed in Grays Harbor in the summer, and feed in the
Columbia River in the fall through spring months (Beach et al. 1985; Brown et al. 1995).
In Washington State, the numbers of harbor seals have increased by 7.7% annually
between 1978 and 1993, with an estimated population of 5,422 seals along the
Washington Coast in 1993 (NMFS 1997). Beach et al. (1985) analyzed the diet of these
predators in Grays Harbor and the Columbia River, and provided evidence that adult
salmon, but not juveniles, were consumed. Adult salmon made up a small percentage of
the diet of harbor seals. In Grays Harbor, the most frequent food items for harbor seals
are northern anchovy, flat fish, crustaceans, smelt, and sculpin (Beach et al. 1985).
Another study found evidence that harbor seals ate both adults and juvenile salmonids
(Brown et al. 1995).

Early studies (prior to 1980) used otoliths as markers for salmon in seal scat samples, but
this is unreliable because otoliths are bones found in the heads, and sometimes seals do
not consume fish heads. When these early studies were re-analyzed using other bones as
markers for salmon presence, the percent of samples containing salmonid remains
increased from 4% t010% in Grays Harbor (Riemer and Brown 1996). Most documented
impacts are relatively small; however, much larger impacts have been recorded when
harbor seals are incidentally caught in Grays Harbor gillnet fisheries. These seals had the
largest percentage (50%) of salmonid remains (Brown et al. 1995). This discrepancy
could be the result of a biased sample (sampling individual seals that feed heavily on
salmonids) or the result of seals taking advantage of fish that are unable to escape
predation.

Impacts of marine mammal predation on salmonids do not appear to be a major problem
except when the following conditions are met: high local abundance of marine mammals
coincident with salmonid migrations, restricted passage (such as the Ballard Locks), and
depressed salmonid populations (NMFS 1995). In Grays Harbor, two of these conditions
exist. The population of marine mammals has been increasing, and there are at least two
salmonid stocks that are considered depressed: Satsop summer chinook and Chehalis
winter steelhead (NMFS 1997). To prevent marine mammal predation from worsening,
maintaining unrestricted passage for salmonid migration is essential. Activities that slow
the migration of either juveniles or adults can create habitat conditions that encourage
increased marine mammal predation. Dredging is one example that can potentially create
still-water areas that slow the outmigration of juveniles.
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California sea lions are infrequently seen in Grays Harbor, but have been observed far
upriver in the Chehalis mainstem (NMFS 1997). They generally migrate to Washington
waters from September to May, and their population has increased by 5% annually
(NMFS 1997). Their impact on salmonids in the Chehalis Basin has not been studied,
but maintaining flows and unrestricted passage for salmonids remains the best
recommendation.

Large numbers of migratory and resident birds use Grays Harbor (Herman and Bulger
1981). Predation from birds is evident, and Schroder and Fresh (1992) suggested that
poor environmental conditions in the inner harbor could increase salmonid susceptibility
to predators. In other studies that documented bird predation on salmonids, predation is
highest when the fish were sick (Mace 1983; Ruggerone 1986; Wood 1987a,b). The high
levels of parasitism from the lower Chehalis River could be a factor that would likely
stress wild salmonids. Another potential bird predation problem on salmonids is the
environment near the jetty. Rockfish and lingcod near the jetty likely force juvenile
salmonids to the narrow channel of open water, which makes them more susceptible to
bird predation (Bob Burkle, WDFW, personal communication). All of these possible
bird predation scenarios have not been supported by studies specific to this region.
Without objective information, potential predation of salmonids by birds remains a data

gap.

Northern pike minnow (squawfish) are abundant in the Chehalis River, but were not
found to account for unusually high levels of salmonid mortality (Schroder and Fresh
1992). After sampling squawfish stomachs, salmon smolts were found in only 3.5% of
the stomachs. Most predation occurred in the lower Chehalis River, and most were found
after the release of hatchery fish.

Nearshore Conditions

The nearshore environment associated with the Chehalis and nearby drainages is
characterized by long stretches of fine-sand beaches with low-lying dunes (Strickland and
Chasan 1989). Foredunes, closest to the ocean, help protect against storms, while the
area between the dunes and foredunes contains groundwater reserves that extend 35 to
70m deep (Strickland and Chasen 1989). No kelp beds have been found in the nearshore
stretch from Kalaloch to the Columbia River (Van Wagenen 1998).

Until recently, the Pacific shoreline has been growing due to the addition of sand from
the former Columbia River delta (DNR 1999), and this “new land” has been under
intense development near beaches. However, with the construction of numerous dams in
the Snake and Columbia River Basins in the last several decades, the sediment supply has
decreased by 24 to 50% of the quantity in the pre-development era. Now the coastal
shorelines are eroding instead of growing. The erosion is worsened by the loss of
vegetation near and on the dune habitat as a result of development (DNR 1999).
Vegetative cover on dunes helps prevent erosion by wind and water.
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In Ocean Shores, a seawall was constructed in 1996 in response to the erosion, but these
seawalls typically accelerate the beach loss. An increase in erosion has been noted both
north and south of the Ocean Shores seawall (DNR 1999).

Rating of Grays Harbor Estuary Conditions

Several aspects of the Grays Harbor estuary were assessed. There has been a loss of at
least 30% of historic estuary, which is relatively low compared to other losses in
Washington State, and this results in a “fair” rating. The level of Spartina invasion has
been kept to a minimum, resulting in a “good” rating for biological processes. Predation
has not been documented as excessive, and this also contributes to the “good” rating for
biological processes. However, chemical input and fecal coliform problems persist,
resulting in a “poor” rating for water quality. The lack of LWD in the estuary has
resulted in a “poor” rating for this category. Lastly, the nearshore environment was rated
“fair” because of the loss of gravel recruitment from the Columbia River. There is also
concern about seawall impacts leading to greater erosion, but this is a highly localized
problem and is not widespread. Additional estuarine ratings and discussions are included
in the Humptulips, Hoquiam, Wishkah, and South Grays Harbor sections.

Habitat Limiting Factors in the Mainstem Chehalis River

Loss of Fish Access in the Mainstem Chehalis River

Currently, there are no dams or other human-made structures that block the upstream or
downstream movement of salmonids in the mainstem Chehalis River. In the past, seven
splash dams were built in the mainstem Chehalis, all located upstream of the confluence
with Bunker Creek (Wendler and Deschamps 1955). While most of these dams existed
for less than 10 years, the longest lasting dam was built prior to 1920, laddered in 1936,
and finally removed in 1944 (Wendler and Deschamps 1955). The dams were listed as
partial blockages to salmon, without specific information regarding the extent of impact.
Other habitat problems are associated with splash dams, and are discussed in the
Streambed/Sediment and Floodplain sections. Current fish access conditions are rated
"good" for the mainstem Chehalis River.

Floodplain Conditions in the Mainstem Chehalis River

Specific surveys of floodplain impacts are lacking for the entire Chehalis River
mainstem, particularly for wetlands, off-channel habitat, and impacts such as channel
incision. There has been an off-channel inventory for the lower mainstem (Ralph et al.
1994) and an examination of the floodplain near Centralia (ACOE 2000 draft), and those
results are discussed below. There has also been a habitat survey of bank structures along
the entire mainstem Chehalis River, but off-channel habitat condition was not part of that
study (Wampler et al. 1993).

The habitat survey noted that bank structures, such as rip-rap or dumping, comprised 8.1
total miles of stream length along the mainstem Chehalis River, which has a total length
of 118.9 river miles (Wampler et al. 1993). Most of the sites were located near the
Skookumchuck River, Newaukum River, Salzer Creek, and the South Fork Chehalis
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River. A few scattered sites were mapped along the lower Chehalis mainstem (WRIA
22). Overall, this is a low level of impact, but the more concentrated areas of rip-rap
(near the Skookumchuck, Newaukum, Salzer, and the South Fork Chehalis River) are
rated "poor".

The lower mainstem Chehalis River is discussed in the Estuary Section. Briefly, the area
between RM 1 to 11 consists of a natural floodplain in "good™ condition. The reaches
between RM 13-20 have shown some off-channel habitat loss, with 23 sites identified as
having future restoration potential (Ralph et al. 1994). From the confluence of the Satsop
River (RM 20) to Grand Mound (RM 57), the mainstem channel has areas of incision that
can result in juvenile salmonid stranding (Mike McGinnis, Chehalis Tribe, personal
communication). Although this area is impacted, it appears to function better than the
remaining upstream reaches.

From river mile 57 to 79 (Grand Mound to upstream of Stearns Creek), the mainstem
channel appears to have incised along a greater portion of its length (ACOE 2000 draft;
Mike McGinnis, Chehalis Tribe, personal communication). This observation is based
upon a low width to depth ratio with high banks coupled with steepened profiles of the
mouths of the Skookumchuck and Newaukum Rivers just before they join the mainstem
Chehalis River (ACOE 2000 draft). The channel incision has likely reduced off-channel
habitat and connection with wetlands. This is the same reach that experiences very low
dissolved oxygen in the summer months due to deep, slow-moving water coupled with
algal blooms. Channel incision would increase the risk of water quality problems by
disconnecting wetlands as well as forming the low width to depth ratio. The TAG
expressed concern that the mainstem channel incision is extensive, with "poor" reaches
extending from the East Fork/West Fork confluence downstream to Grand Mound (Mike
McGinnis, Chehalis Tribe, personal communication).

Areas of channel incision have been documented in the mainstem Chehalis River
upstream of Pe Ell (Weyerhaeuser 1994a). Channel incision is also a concern in the
mainstem reaches between Pe Ell and Bunker Creek because of past splash dams. Splash
dams typically result in extensive loss of gravel and large woody debris (LWD) in the
reaches immediately downstream of the dam. This leads to channel incision, where the
channel cuts downward and disconnects the stream from its floodplain, reducing side
channel habitat access. Splash dams were built in seven areas of the mainstem Chehalis,
all located upstream of the confluence with Bunker Creek in the upper mainstem
(Wendler and Deschamps 1955). In this reach, there are areas of natural confinement
mixed in with channel incision (Mike McGinnis, Chehalis Tribe, personal
communication).

In addition to channel incision, drainage and filling of wetlands is another floodplain
impact. It is known that considerable filling has occurred, but the extent of wetland loss
has not been quantified. Maps comparing historic versus current wetlands are a data
need.

Based upon the channel incision impacts, floodplain ratings for the mainstem Chehalis
River are "good"” from RM 1 to 11, "unknown" from RM 12 to 20, "fair" from RM 20 to
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57, and "poor" from RM 57 to 118.9. Investigations are needed to more clearly define
the channel incision from RM 57 to 79. This should be a high priority data need because
the area is also an extremely degraded water quality reach, as well as a high flood
potential area. Another data need is wetland mapping and an examination of lost wetland
habitat. Efforts to restore off-channel habitat should also be a high priority throughout
the mainstem Chehalis as well as in the lower reaches of tributaries to the Chehalis
mainstem, to provide important refuge habitat.

Streambed and Sediment Conditions in the Mainstem Chehalis River

Increased sediment transport appears to be a major problem in the mainstem Chehalis
River with two primary causes: excess sediment loading from certain tributaries and the
loss of large woody debris (LWD) throughout the drainage. This results in a "poor”
rating for sediment quantity. The USGS estimated sediment loading in the lower
Chehalis mainstem River from 1962 to 1965, and attributed 43.8% of the sediment load
to the Satsop sub-basin, 30.6% to the Wynoochee sub-basin, and about 25% as
originating from the reaches upstream of Porter (CRC 1992). The main sources of
sediment upstream of Porter include the mainstem Chehalis River above Doty, the South
Fork Chehalis River, and Newaukum River. The Skookumchuck and Black Rivers
contribute relatively low levels of sediment to the mainstem Chehalis (CRC 1992).

The mass wasting (landslide) potential map developed by DNR also indicates that the
area along the mainstem Chehalis River from RM 11.5 to 21 on the left bank side
(looking downstream) is another site of moderate to high mass wasting potential (Figure
16). Also, high potential soil erosion exists along the mainstem Chehalis River from RM
11.5 to 18 on the left bank side (Figure 17). This indicates that sediment issues should be
prioritized in the Satsop, Wynoochee, upper Chehalis, South Fork Chehalis, and
Newaukum Rivers, as well as along the mainstem Chehalis River from RM 11.5 to 21.

The causes of excess sediment are landslides due to roads and clearcuts on steep slopes
(Weyerhaeuser 1994a, 1994b, 1997, 1998; Weyerhaeuser and Simpson Timber Co 1995).
Shallow, rapid landslides appear to be the most frequent type of mass wasting (Mike
McGinnis, Chehalis Tribe, personal communication). The worst road problems are
sidecast roads, which were constructed decades ago and remain a landslide threat today
(Weyerhaeuser 1994a, Weyerhaeuser 1994b; Weyerhaeuser and Simpson Timber Co
1995). Sidecast roads are no longer built. A full discussion of these is in each of the
Streambed/Sediment sections for the tributaries.

Splash dams were built in seven areas of the mainstem Chehalis, all located upstream of
the confluence with Bunker Creek in the upper mainstem (Wendler and Deschamps
1955). Most dams were present for less than 10 years, although one existed for about 24
years (Wendler and Deschamps 1955). Splash dams result in extensive loss of gravel and
large woody debris (LWD) in the reaches just downstream of the dam.

Bank erosion was noted for about 24 miles of the Chehalis River mainstem, and other
sources of sediment were documented for 7.4 miles (compared to a total of 118.9 miles of
mainstem habitat) (Wampler et al. 1993). Erosion was common in the upper Chehalis
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near the East Fork Chehalis River, from the confluence of Elk Creek to the South Fork
Chehalis River, from near the mouth of Bunker Creek to the Skookumchuck River, near
Scatter Creek and Garrard Creek, and from Porter to the Satsop River confluence
(Wampler et al. 1993). The ACOE (draft 2000 report) indicated that bank erosion along
RM 57 to 79 is likely due to a lack of riparian vegetation coupled with landuse practices
(agriculture and urbanization), and is not a result of flood flows. However, the sediment
from bank erosion is likely not a large sediment problem compared to landslides and
roads in some of the tributaries, especially in the steep-sloped areas of the Satsop and
Wynoochee Rivers.

Livestock access can be a contributor to fine sediment inputs and riparian degradation. In
an older survey, about 7.7 miles of the mainstem Chehalis River have been documented
for livestock access (Wampler et al. 1993). Most of the sites are located near Salzer
Creek, downstream of the confluence with the Newaukum River, and near the mouths of
Scatter, Independence, Cedar, Porter, and Garret Creeks. In WRIA 22, livestock access
problems were noted near the mouths of Mox Chehalis Creek, Cloquallum Creek, and
Workman Creek. However, many improvements have been made since this survey.
Because of this, sediment ratings will not be based upon livestock access until the data
have been updated. Specific measurements of gravel quality, such as percent fine
sediments or embeddedness have not been done for the mainstem Chehalis River.

The mainstem Chehalis reach from RM 54 to 79 (Grand Mound to upstream of Stearns
Creek) has been studied for flood control measures by the ACOE (draft 2000 report).
They state that the channel has remained stable in this area without significant lateral
movement. However, the area appears to be incised, which is a significant degradation.
The cause of incision in this reach is not yet known. The upper Chehalis mainstem
(upstream of Pe EIl) was studied as part of a watershed analysis, which indicated that the
scour potential in this area is high due to the confined channel and lack of LWD. Areas
of channel incision have been documented in the upper Chehalis mainstem as well, and
are attributed to debris torrents. Channel conditions in other areas of the mainstem
Chehalis have not been documented.

Measurements of large woody debris levels have not been made within most of the
mainstem Chehalis River, but TAG members have indicated that levels appear to be low,
resulting in a "poor" rating, as well as a data need. Some instream wood is located in the
mainstem Chehalis River near Porter, but the large log jams that historically existed are
no longer found (Margaret Rader, Chehalis Basin Partnership, personal communication;
Mike McGinnis, Chehalis Tribe, personal communication). Low levels are likely due to
active removal of LWD and the severe degradation of the riparian vegetation, which is no
longer able to supply adequate wood to the mainstem (see the Riparian section).
However, addition of large wood to the mainstem will likely present difficulties due to
the channel size, increased peak flows, and channel incision. Instead, recommended
restoration activities include reconnection of the floodplain to off-channel habitat,
restoration of riparian vegetation with a significant conifer component, and reduction of
sediment inputs from high priority areas.
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Figure 16. Mass Wasting Potential in the Lower Chehalis River (DNR data 1992).
Darker red shading equals a greater mass wasting potential.
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Figure 17. Erosion Potential in the Lower Chehalis Basin (DNR data 1992). The
darker colors equal greater erosion potential.
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Riparian Conditions along the Mainstem Chehalis River

“Poor” riparian conditions exist throughout much of the mainstem Chehalis River (Map
4a), and "tree canopy loss" is listed as the most extensive mainstem habitat degradation in
Wampler et al. (1993). About 105 miles of the mainstem Chehalis River have reduced
shade canopy and 23 miles have degraded bank vegetation (many of the bank vegetation
degradation miles overlap with loss of shade canopy sections) (Wampler et al. 1993).
This compares to 118.9 miles of mainstem Chehalis River, resulting in a "poor" rating for
the mainstem Chehalis River. Urbanization is the cause of degraded riparian sections
from the mouth of the Chehalis River to its confluence with the Wynoochee River and
near Centralia and Chehalis (Wampler et al. 1993). In most other areas, agricultural
activities have been identified as the cause for “poor” riparian reaches.

As detailed in the Water Quality section of this report, the riparian conditions along the
mainstem have been greatly altered, and contribute considerably to the poor water
quality, particularly in WRIA 23. The extensively degraded riparian conditions also
result in bank erosion and the lack of large instream wood.

One significant "good" riparian reach is located between Preachers Slough and
Cosmopolis (Map 4a). This area also has important off-channel and slough habitat that
should be a priority for protection from future degradations.

Water Quality Conditions in the Mainstem Chehalis River

Water quality has been monitored regularly at nine water quality monitoring stations
within the lower Chehalis (WRIA 22) and 12 in the upper Chehalis (WRIA 23) (Jennings
1995). From this monitoring, several severe water quality problems have been identified
and have led to further investigation. Many reaches of the mainstem Chehalis River are
on the 303(d) List for temperature, dissolved oxygen, and fecal coliform levels, which are
further discussed below. In addition, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ranked
2,110 watersheds (2,110 indicating the highest impact) throughout the country with data
regarding agricultural runoff (EPA 1999). The upper Chehalis River ranked 1,057 on this
list with the two greatest concerns being nitrogen and sediment inputs.

Warm water temperatures are a major problem throughout the upper mainstem Chehalis
River, with 10 segments on the 1998 303(d) List (Butkis 1999). The 10 upper mainstem
listed segments are located near RMs 33.8, 44.0, 59.9, 66.3, 67.5, 69.1, 70.7, 73.6, 74.6,
and 101.7, which include the mainstem Chehalis River from Porter to a couple miles
upstream of Doty. One segment from the lower Chehalis (near RM 13, Wynoochee) is
also on the 303(d) List for water temperature. Using a model to evaluate estimated
existing shade compared to natural conditions, the most degraded sites are in this priority
order:

1) the mainstem between Newaukum River and the Skookumchuck River (168% change
between current and natural shade);

2) the mainstem between the Skookumchuck River and Scatter Creek (144% shade
change); and,
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3) the mainstem between Scatter Creek and Porter (137% shade change) (Butkis 1999).

In addition, the mainstem from Elk Creek to Newaukum River had an estimated 89%
shade change and the headwaters to Elk Creek had a modeled 30% shade change.

The model was also used to predict water temperatures if established base flows were met
or if the width-to-depth ratio met a standard of 10. If base flows were met, one mainstem
reach (Scatter Creek to Porter), as well as the South Fork Chehalis River and the Black
River, would meet water quality standards (Butkis 1999). Other reaches have a
significant reduction in needed shade (Table 8). If the width to depth ratio met 10, nearly
all 303(d) listed reaches within WRIA 23 would meet water quality standards, according
to the model (Butkis 1999). Width-to-depth changes are a function of sedimentation.
Within WRIA 23, excess sedimentation has been documented in the Upper Chehalis and
Newaukum sub-basins (see sedimentation chapters for those areas). This suggests that
temperature problems within the mainstem Chehalis River could be addressed by several
restoration activities that result in a more naturally functioning channel. These include
reduction of water withdrawals from both surface and ground sources (see Water
Quantity section), riparian restoration (see prioritized sites below), and reduction of
sediment transport (sites are prioritized in the mainstem Streambed/Sediment section).

The upper reaches of the mainstem Chehalis River attain maximum temperatures one
month earlier than lower reaches within WRIA 23 (Jennings 1995). This is likely due to
lower flow volumes in the upper reaches. The lower sections begin a cooling trend a
month later than in the upper reaches (Jennings 1995).

Low dissolved oxygen levels are also a major problem throughout the mainstem in
WRIA 23, as well as in the mainstem Chehalis River near Montesano and the mouth of
the Satsop River (Jennings and Pickett 2000). The reaches from Porter to the confluence
of the East Fork/West Fork Chehalis Rivers are on the 303(d) List for low levels of
dissolved oxygen (RMs 33.3 to 106.7). Causes for low dissolved oxygen levels vary
from reach to reach. From Porter to Scammon Creek, the primary cause is livestock
waste. From Scammon Creek to Newaukum River, causes include urban stormwater,
food processing plants, and in the upstream section, dairies (Jennings and Pickett 2000).
From the Newaukum River to Rock Creek, the primary cause is livestock waste (dairies).
In the reach from Rock Creek to the East and West Fork confluence, causes include
livestock waste and sewage discharge from Pe Ell (Jennings and Pickett 2000). The
TMDL states that the highest priority in restoring dissolved oxygen levels is to eliminate
pollution from large-scale commercial livestock operations.

The mainstem Chehalis River stream section between the Newaukum and Skookumchuck
Rivers is commonly called the “Centralia Reach”. This section is deep, slow moving,

and in the summer, it is stratified with the water near the stream bottom nearly devoid of
dissolved oxygen. This condition is natural to some degree, but has been worsened by
other inputs. The surface levels have algal blooms resulting from high levels of nitrogen
that have been caused by the Chehalis waste treatment plant and upstream non-point
sources (Pickett 1992). High levels of algal decay stimulate bacterial growth, which
consumes oxygen. In the summer months, dissolved oxygen levels have been as low as
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0-0.5 mg/l (CRC 1992). Improvements in wastewater treatments are under development,
but other impacts such as riparian loss, increased sediment transport, livestock waste
input, and stormwater input need to also be addressed.

At least part of the source for low dissolved oxygen and warm water temperatures in the
mainstem is the result of impaired tributaries. Most of the tributaries to the Chehalis
River have highly degraded riparian conditions, excess sedimentation, and high BOD
(biological oxygen demand) loads. The BOD levels are mostly a result of livestock waste
(Jennings and Pickett 2000). Priority segments for dissolved oxygen impacts are listed
below, from highest to lowest: Salzer Creek, the Chehalis mainstem at RM 70.7,
Dillenbaugh Creek, the Chehalis mainstem between RM 77.6-97.9, the South Fork
Chehalis River, Black River, Lincoln Creek, Independence Creek, and Scatter Creek.

In low rainfall months, the stream flows within the Chehalis Basin receive significant
inputs from groundwater contribution, especially to the downstream areas near Centralia
(Larson 1994). The East Chehalis Surficial Aquifer underlies much of WRIA 23, while
the West Chehalis Aquifer extends from Grand Mound to the mouth of the Chehalis
River (Larson 1994). The geology in this region consists of impermeable bedrock that
results in these aquifers being close to the surface and vulnerable to contamination that is
then easily transferred to the Chehalis River surface waters. The aquifer near the cities of
Centralia and Chehalis is perched (very close to the surface), which not only results in an
increased contamination risk, but also increased flooding.

While the surface water within the Chehalis River mainstem is highly degraded, the
groundwater quality is generally good, with a few noted areas of contamination (Jennings
1995). Water quality risks have been documented at more than 50 industrial sites near
Aberdeen and Hoquiam and at 30 similar sites near Centralia and Chehalis. These sites
include leaking underground storage tanks, waste disposal, or releases of solvents and
metals. In addition, failing septic systems and contaminants from agricultural activities
have also contributed to elevated nitrates, especially near the cities of Chehalis,
Montesano, and Elma, and the Chehalis Reservation, and Dillenbaugh-Berwick Creek
(Jennings 1995). Also, low levels of DDT and PCBs have been detected in whitefish and
suckers from the Chehalis Basin, with PCB levels in whitefish exceeding standards
(Jennings 1995).

Water quality problems also result from alterations to the alluvial aquifers (Poole and
Berman in prep). It has been shown in other basins that up to 90% of the watershed’s
productivity is derived from alluvial aquifers, which support rich populations of
invertebrates, such as stoneflies, as well as vertebrates. As runoff and nutrients distribute
from the steep upland slopes to the low gradient floodplain, the groundwater and surface
waters mix to form areas of high productivity. This occurs particularly in the summer
low flows when warm surface waters mix with nutrient-rich cool water. Alluvial aquifers
contribute not only to productivity, but also cool water temperatures in the summer and
slightly warm surface water in the winter (Poole and Berman in prep.). Removal of
upland vegetation decreases the infiltration of groundwater on hillslopes, reducing
baseflows in streams and therefore, reducing productivity and water temperature
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buffering. Excessive sedimentation (see the Streambed Sediment section) can also
degrade the floodplain complex (Poole and Berman in prep).

Other water quality concerns within the Chehalis Basin include the potential impacts of
wastewater storage sites on groundwater quality, particularly from fish farms, poultry
farms, dairies, turf farms, and food processing plants (Jennings 1995). Also, low but
detectable levels of 4 pesticides (atrazine, simazine, diuron, and dichlobenil) were
measured in the East Chehalis Surficial Aquifer, which underlies WRIA 23 and
contributes to surface water flows (Larson 1994). And, although exceedances are rare,
pH levels have been moderately high in the summer due to algal blooms and low in the
winter as a result of nonpoint organics (Pickett 1992). Lastly, fecal coliform levels are a
major problem, especially near Montesano and Centralia, and likely a result of
contaminated storm water (Pickett 1992). This report does not focus on fecal
contamination. Instead, it emphasizes other water quality factors that more directly
impact salmonids.

The water quality rating for the mainstem Chehalis River is "poor" based upon the
extensive 303(d) listing of mainstem reaches for warm water temperatures and low
dissolved oxygen. Recommended restoration activities for water quality are listed below.

1) Reduce water withdrawals from both surface and ground sources (see Water Quantity
section).

2) Restore riparian vegetation in tributaries (prioritize tributaries with warm water
problems) and along the mainstem Chehalis River, particularly between Porter and
Newaukum Creeks.

3) Reduce sediment transport by addressing excess sediment inputs at their sources
(sites are prioritized in the mainstem Streambed/Sediment section). Activities that
promote the maintenance and increase of instream LWD would also help address this
problem, particularly in the high priority tributaries (Satsop, Wynoochee, upper
Chehalis, and Newaukum).

4) Address dissolved oxygen levels by reducing livestock and urban waste inputs into
Salzer Creek, the Chehalis mainstem near RM 70.7, Dillenbaugh Creek, the Chehalis
mainstem between RM 77.6-97.9, the South Fork Chehalis River, Black River,
Lincoln Creek, Independence Creek, and Scatter Creek.

5) Increase activities that lead to natural recharges in the aquifers. In WRIA 23, both
flow and water quality are highly dependent on adequate summer flows. These flows
are supplied by groundwater. Loss of wetlands, artificial diversion of floodwaters
through ditching, and groundwater withdrawals all contribute to a loss of water
quality and summer flows in the Chehalis Basin.
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Table 8. Estimated Changes in Riparian Shade Needed to bring Water
Temperatures to Standards (Butkis 1999)

Stream or Reach

Percent Riparian
Shade from
Current to Natural

Percent Riparian
Change Needed if
Base Flows Met

Percent Riparian
Change Needed if
Width/Depth = 10

Mainstem:
Headwaters-Elk

Mainstem: Elk-
Newaukum

Mainstem:
Newaukum-
Skookumchuck

Mainstem:
Skookumchuck-
Scatter

Mainstem: Scatter-
Porter

South Fork Chehalis
Newaukum River
Dillenbaugh Creek
Salzer Creek
Skookumchuck River
Lincoln Creek
Scatter Creek

Black River

30

89

168

144

137

44
74
25
10
20
24
10
73

24

18

95

88

17
25
10
16
19

0

0.8

2.2

0.5
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Water Quantity Conditions in the Mainstem Chehalis River

Within the Chehalis Basin, snowmelt influence is minimal and stream flows depend
mostly upon precipitation (Pickett 1992). Rainfall varies greatly throughout the basin. It
is highest in the Satsop and Wynoochee headwaters at greater than 150” per year, to
greater than 100 per year in the headwaters of the mainstem Chehalis River, more than
80” per year in the Newaukum and Skookumchuck headwaters, and 45 to 50” of annual
rainfall in the central portion of the basin (Pickett 1992). Most of the rainfall occurs from
November through March, and the lowest levels from July through August. Some
snowmelt contributes to flows in the Skookumchuck and Newaukum watersheds.

The Chehalis drainage is an important coho salmon producer. Estimates for the 1999
smolt production listed the Chehalis drainage as the third highest coho smolt producer in
Washington State (Seiler 2000). However, flows are one of the greatest determinants in
coho production, and major flow problems exist in the Chehalis sub-basin. Flows during
spawning season are a particularly important factor for coho smolt production because
low flows during spawning season prevent coho from spawning in the upper reaches of
streams, reducing available rearing habitat as fry distribute downstream of spawning
areas (Seiler 2000).

During the summer, existing water rights exceed natural stream flows in many of the
streams within WRIA 23. Of the 25 Chehalis Basin streams closed to further water
appropriations, all but three are in WRIA 23 (Wildrick et al. 1995). Base flows have not
been met 77 days/year, as measured at the Porter gage, and 68 days/year at the Grand
Mound gage. Since 1953, flows at Porter have decreased 19%, and decreased 10% at
Grand Mound (Wildrick et al. 1995). During the same time period, annual precipitation
has decreased 6% and 1%, respectively. Total water rights amount to 1,201 cfs, but the
seven consecutive day low flow at the Porter gage averaged 308 cfs, which indicates that
allocated water is greater than the seven day low flow by about 400% (Wildrick et al.
1995).

Water rights have been issued for the following activities, which are listed from highest
to lowest use: irrigation, power, domestic use, fish propagation, commercial use,
municipal use, and frost protection. Very low consumption occurs for stock watering and
recreation (Wildrick et al. 1995). In the Wampler et al. (1993) inventory, greater than 33
water withdrawal pumps were documented in the upper mainstem Chehalis River from
the Skookumchuck confluence to Elk Creek.

During the summer months, stream flows in the Chehalis drainage are maintained by
groundwater discharge. Pickett (1994c) measured gains of an average 3 cfs per river mile
along the Chehalis mainstem. The area is underlain by bedrock, over which a large
aquifer exists and supplies water to streams (Wildrick et al. 1995). This raises concern
about well water withdrawals as well as ground water contamination (see Water Quality
section).

Adequate flows in the summer months are a vital component of salmonid production
within the Chehalis drainage. Low flows appear to have a direct link to coho salmon
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production during the spawning season, and according to modeling estimates, if all base
flows were met, many of the severe water quality degradations would be greatly
improved (see Water Quality section). Because of the low flow problems in WRIA 23
(the upper Chehalis drainage); this area of the mainstem Chehalis River is rated "poor”
for water quantity.

Less information exists about the potential impacts of high flows on salmonid production
within the mainstem Chehalis River. There has been a documented increase in peak flow
and volume in the lower Newaukum River that is likely due to urbanization within the
lower Newaukum and Skookumchuck Rivers and nearby Chehalis River mainstem (Clark
1999). However, the extent of scour that exists in the mainstem Chehalis River is not
known. Activities that would improve both low and high flow conditions for salmon
include wetland and off-channel habitat restoration. Projects that increase dikes or
manipulate the landscape for rapid water discharge contribute to further impacts in flow,
which is already one of the major habitat problems in WRIA 23. Recommended
restoration activities for water quantity conditions are listed below.

1) Reduce water withdrawals from both surface and ground sources (see Water Quantity
section).

2) Increase activities that lead to natural recharges in the aquifers. Both flow and water
quality in WRIA 23 are highly dependent on maintaining adequate summer flows,
which are supplied by groundwater. Loss of wetlands, artificial diversion of
floodwaters through ditching, and ground water withdrawals all contribute to a loss of
water quality and summer flows in the Chehalis Basin.

3) Restore wetlands and off-channel habitat along the mainstem Chehalis River, as well
as in the lower reaches of tributaries to the Chehalis mainstem.

Habitat Limiting Factors in the Humptulips Sub-Basin

Loss of Access for Anadromous Salmonids in the Humptulips River Sub-Basin

Blockages to Spawning and Rearing Habitats

There are a total of 837 miles of roads in the Humptulips sub-basin distributed as follows:
212 miles on National Forest lands and 177 miles on non-Forest lands in the East and
West Fork Humptulips (Wood 1999); 104 miles on non-Forest lands in Stevens Creek;
and 344 miles of non-Forest roads downstream of the forks, including the Big Creek
drainage (Lunetta et al. 1997). Only a small portion of these roads have been inventoried
to identify culverts that are barriers to salmon accessing juvenile rearing or adult
spawning habitat. Columbia Pacific RC&D inventoried culverts on some National Forest
Roads crossing Type 3 tributaries in the East and West Forks of the Humptulips,
identifying 32 culverts as barriers to juvenile salmon migrations. During low flows some
of these culverts may also be blockages to adult spawning. The Salmon Screening,
Habitat Enhancement, and Restoration Division (SSHEAR 1998) database identified nine
culverts that are barriers, and the East and West Fork Humptulips Watershed Analysis
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(1999) identified one culvert on Newberry Creek as a barrier to juvenile salmon. An
additional culvert at the mouth of Damon Creek was identified as a partial barrier during
low flows (Jon Gow, City of Ocean Shores; Brian Erickson, Columbia Pacific RC&D,
personal communication) (Table 9). The amount of habitat upstream of the barrier
culverts was not quantified in the surveys, but was estimated from the anadromous
distribution map for culverts identified in the SSHEAR database and the Damon Creek
culvert. Olympic Resource Management (ORM) has inventoried some roads, but has not
made this information available. Green Crow Timber Company now manages the lands
previously managed by ORM.
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Table 9. Salmonid Blockages in the Humptulips River Sub-Basin.

Quantity
Road Stream | Habitat
Road Name | Mile |Township|Range|Section| Name Blocked | Data Source

2220 1.49 21N 09W | O6NE | WEF Trib NA CPRC&D
2220 2.73 21N 09W | 04NW | WEF Trib NA CPRC&D
2220 5.02 22N 09W | 28NE | WEF Trib NA CPRC&D
2220 6.46 22N 09W | 22NW | WEF Trib NA CPRC&D
2204 3.46 22N 09W | 23SW | WEF Trib NA CPRC&D
2206 0.44 21N 08W | 05SE EF Trib NA CPRC&D
2206 1.65 22N 08W | 32SE EF Trib NA CPRC&D
2206 4.76 22N 08w | 17SE EF Trib NA CPRC&D
2281 0.45 22N 08W | 33SW | EF Trib NA CPRC&D
2281 0.75 22N 08W | 33NE EF Trib NA CPRC&D
2281 1.46 22N 08W | 28SW | EF Trib NA CPRC&D
2281 3.69 22N 08W | 21NE EF Trib NA CPRC&D
2281 7.21 22N 08W | 11SW | EF Trib NA CPRC&D

2281480 1.11 22N 08W | 10NW | EF Trib NA CPRC&D
2220 2.33 21N 09W | O5NE | WEF Trib NA CPRC&D
2220 2.8 21N 09W | O6NE [Newberry Crf NA WA
2220 4.44 22N 09W | 28SE | WEF Trib NA CPRC&D
2220 5.87 22N 09W | 22SE | WEF Trib NA CPRC&D
2204 7.46 22N 09W | 01SW | WEF Trib NA CPRC&D
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Quantity

Road Stream | Habitat
Road Name | Mile |Township|Range|Section| Name Blocked | Data Source
2208 0.36 22N 09W | 26NE | WEF Trib NA CPRC&D
2208 0.64 22N 09W | 24SW | WEF Trib NA CPRC&D
2208 1.66 22N 09W | 13SE | WEF Trib NA CPRC&D
2208 2.16 22N 09W | 13SE | WEF Trib NA CPRC&D
2208 281 22N 09W | 12SE | WEF Trib NA CPRC&D
2208 3.96 22N 08W | O7TNW | WEF Trib NA CPRC&D
2208 4.6 22N 08W | 06SE | WEF Trib NA CPRC&D
2206 5.33 22N 08w | 17SE EF Trib NA CPRC&D
2206 5.68 22N 08W | 16SE EF Trib NA CPRC&D
2206 5.74 22N 08W | 16SE EF Trib NA CPRC&D
2281 3.04 22N 08W | 21SW | EF Trib NA CPRC&D
2281 4.38 22N 08W | 16SE EF Trib NA CPRC&D
2281 4.68 22N 08W | 16SE EF Trib NA CPRC&D
2281480 0.34 22N 08W | 15NW | EF Trib NA CPRC&D
HWY 101 111.3 21N 10W | 35SW | Stevens Cr 9.4 SSHEAR
South
RR Grade 110.85 20N 10W | 04SW | Stevens Cr 8.0 SSHEAR
HWY 101 105.6 20N 10W | 28SW | Fairchild Cr 2.0 SSHEAR
HWY 101 104.9 20N 10W | 28SE | Trib 0052 1.1 SSHEAR
HWY 101 103.65 20N 10W | 35W | Trib 0057 NA SSHEAR
HWY 101 101.9 19N 10W | 02NE | Trib 0059 1.2 SSHEAR
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Quantity
Road Stream | Habitat
Road Name | Mile |Township|Range|Section| Name Blocked | Data Source

HWY 101 101.7 19N 10W | 02NE | Trib 0059 1.0 SSHEAR

HWY 101 101.1 19N 10W | 02SE | Trib 0059 0.5 SSHEAR

Polson Camp 0.5 20N 10W | 36SW | SB Big Cr 15 SSHEAR
John Gow,
Kirkpatrick 2.1 19N 11W | 21SW | Damon Cr 1.6 |Ocean Shores

Martin and McConnell (1999) state there are no known culverts blocking adult spawning
habitat in the East and West Fork Humptulips drainages, but there might be culverts that
block upstream movements of juvenile salmonids. Because of this, it is likely that the
culverts identified in Table 9 only block juvenile migrations. However, these blockages
are important due to the limited availability of critical tributary habitat used by juvenile
salmon seeking refuge from high flows.

Land managers have recognized the need for more complete assessment of culverts in the
basin, with one assessment currently underway by CPRC&D, and two additional
assessments being planned by the Olympic National Forest and Rayonier. Columbia
Pacific RC & D is currently conducting a culvert assessment in the Stevens Creek
drainage at Forest Service, county, and Rayonier road crossings. This assessment will
quantify salmon habitat isolated by any barrier culverts identified. In addition to the
Stevens Creek assessment, road inventories will be conducted in timberlands throughout
the next 5 years to develop road maintenance plans as required in the Washington Forest
Practices Emergency Rule WAC 222-24-050. (Kandice Kahill and Julie Dieu, Rayonier
Timber, personal communication). The Olympic National Forest is also planning to
conduct culvert assessments in the East and West Fork Humptulips watersheds beginning
in summer 2000.

Fish Passage Rating in the Humptulips River Sub-Basin

Because most roads and culverts in the Humptulips sub-basin have not been inventoried,
fish passage conditions in the drainage cannot be rated. Field experience by TAG
members indicates that the list of barriers underestimates the fish access problem. The
current culvert assessment on Stevens Creek, and the planned assessments by the
Olympic National Forest and large landowners of timberlands will provide a more
complete assessment of the amount of habitat isolated by culverts, but an assessment is
needed for all streams in the sub-basin. Also, the information that is collected needs to be
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shared with the Lead Entity for placement in a central database, rather than scattered
between landowners.

Conditions of Floodplains in the Humptulips River Sub-Basin

Floodplain Problems in the Humptulips River Sub-Basin

Like most low-gradient rivers, much of the floodplain has been transformed into farms
and rural development. However, the use of dikes and bank hardening to protect property
from flooding has been minimal relative to the size of the basin. The Humptulips Valley
Dike Road is located just east of the Ocean Beach Road Bridge at RM 6.9 of the
mainstem Humptulips River. The total length of the dike is 0.95 miles, extending from
the WDFW boat launch 0.25 miles downstream of the bridge, to 0.7 miles upstream of
the bridge. The dike was constructed to prevent damage to residences and farmlands, but
restricts natural channel migration into the floodplain. A flood in December 1999
breached the upper end of the dike, requiring residents along the eastside of the
Humptulips Valley Dike Road to be evacuated. The dike was repaired when floodwaters
subsided. The dike does not appear to have cutoff any historic side-channels or sloughs,
but has prevented natural channel migration from creating a side-channel or margin
habitat in this reach.

There are three sections of rip-rap along the mainstem Humptulips River, which were
placed to reduce bank erosion during high flows (John Gow, City of Ocean Shores,
personal communication). Approximately 500 feet of rock rip-rap is located at RM 5.5,
another 300 feet immediately downstream of the Highway 101 Bridge at RM 23.8, and
approximately 300 feet of cabled tire revetment are located at RM 23.5. There are also
short reaches of rock rip-rap associated with boat launches at RMs 1.3 and 5.2 and near
the highway bridge crossings at RM 6.9. The rip-rap prevents channel migration, the
formation of off-channel habitat, and increases the risk of scour.

With the exception of the Dike Road, the only other stream adjacent road that confines
the river from entering the floodplain is Ocean Beach Road, which impacts
approximately 0.4 tenths mile near RM 6. Overall, the dike and rip-rap impacts
described above are limited, resulting in a "good" floodplain rating for this parameter.

The extensive use of splash dams in the Humptulips River sub-basin between the late
1890s and the early 1930s may have had a greater impact on the natural function of
floodplains than more recent impacts, but it is difficult to quantify those effects. The
Humptulips sub-basin had the most extensive system of splash dams in the Grays Harbor
region. Ellison Logging Company compiled written records and interviewed loggers
working during the log-drive era to document the legal description of 39 splash dams in
the Humptulips sub-basin (Ellison and Fairbain 1982). Splash dams were distributed in
tidal sloughs (3) and mainstem tributaries (7), the Big Creek (11), the Stevens Creek (2),
the West Fork (10), and the East Fork (6) drainages. The absence of side-channels in the
floodplains of confined, low gradient reaches within the East and West Forks indicates a
long-term effect of splash dam operations (Martin and McConnell 1999). Research on
the impacts of splash dam operations in California rivers showed that channel alterations,
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and simplification of habitat have persisted since turn of the century logging (Napolitano
1998).

There has been no study on the effect splash dams had on channel morphology in the
Humptulips sub-basin, but some basic assumptions of the impacts can be made. The
frequent release of high flows during log drives removed natural large woody debris and
accelerated channel incision in these main channels and tributaries. Because side-
channels were blocked off to prevent logs from being stranded outside the main channels,
down-cutting in the side channels would not have occurred at the same rate, resulting in
eventual isolation from the main channel. The reduction of large woody debris and side
channels has reduced the amount of juvenile rearing habitat.

Until the 1980s, riparian harvesting and stream cleaning have reduced the recruitment of
large woody debris to channels, preventing the formation of debris jams that create new
side-channels. A natural floodplain allows water to move laterally out of the main
channel where wetlands, sloughs and side-channels can disperse high flows over a larger
area. These dispersed flows provide refuge habitat for juvenile salmon.

Floodplain Rating in the Humptulips Sub-Basin

It is difficult to rate the condition of the floodplains in portions of the drainage impacted
by over 30 years of splash dam operations because there are no specific records on
incision impacts in the Humptulips sub-basin. However, it can be assumed there were
historically more side-channels, and that the lateral overflow into the floodplains of the
main channels and tributaries has been affected by splash dam operations through
channel incision. Based on this assumption, the floodplain function in low gradient
reaches of the East and West Forks, Lower Big Creek and tributaries that had splash dam
operations is considered "poor”. The floodplain rating of the remainder of the sub-basin
is considered "good" due to a relatively small amount of bank hardening and stream
adjacent roads and no other known floodplain problems. It should also be noted that the
lower 6 miles of mainstem Humptulips floodplain are in "good" condition due to the
relatively undisturbed tidally influenced sloughs.

121



Streambed and Sediment Conditions in the Humptulips River Sub-Basin

Streambed and Sediment Problems in the Humptulips River Sub-Basin

Timber management, gravel bar mining, and splash dams have modified sediment
delivery and substrate composition in the Humptulips drainage. These activities have
affected the natural process of bedload movement and increased fine sediment and
reduced the amount of spawning gravel in the system. Splash dam log transport and
timber harvesting have also reduced the amount of instream large woody debris (LWD)
and the ability of the system to store and retain spawning gravel and fine sediment. The
frequent release of high water during log drives accelerated channel scouring and stream
bank erosion because stream banks were unstable following riparian harvests.

Watershed Analysis identified 55 channel segments with increased fine sediment
delivery. In the East Fork Humptulips River, six impacted segments are in the upper
watershed, three in the middle watershed, and three in the lower river. There are also
three in the West Fork Humptulips River upstream of Chester Creek, six in the Chester
Creek watershed, four in the West Fork Humptulips River upstream of Donkey Creek, six
in Donkey Creek, and 24 in the lower West Fork Humptulips River. Increased sediment
delivery to all stream segments was road-related. In addition to high levels of fine
sediments, substrate embeddedness is high in O'Brien Creek and the West Fork
Humptulips River. All of these reaches are rated "poor" for sediment quality.

The East and West Fork Humptulips Watershed Analysis inventoried 286 landslides and
99 surface erosion events. Landslides cause the majority of sedimentation input to
streams in the drainage, while surface erosion from streambank terrace under-cutting and
timber roads deliver much less sediment. Hillslope surface erosion not associated with
landslide events is not a significant process in the East and West Fork Humptulips
Watershed (Dieu and Shelmerdine 1999). The density of landslide events increases as
hillslope gradient increases. The East and West Fork Humptulips watershed was
stratified into three sub-basin groups based on the densities of landslides.

Group 1 — This group has a low level of landslide densities (less than 1 event per square
mile). A total of 15 landslide events were located in the lower East Fork Humptulips
River, lower West Fork Humptulips River, Donkey Creek, and the West Fork
Humptulips upstream of Donkey Creek. This area is rated "good" for sediment quantity,
using the mass wasting criteria in the Assessment Chapter.

Group 2 — A total of 55 landslide events were located in the middle East Fork Humptulips
River and in the West Fork Humptulips River upstream of Chester Creek, where
landslide densities were 2-3 events per square mile. This area is rated "fair" for sediment
quantity.

Group 3 — A total of 216 landslide events were located in the upper East Fork and West
Fork Humptulips Rivers and near Chester Creek, where landslide densities were 4-6
landslides per square mile. This area is rated "poor" for sediment quantity.
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The triggering mechanism of 277 landslide events was identified with 48 (17.3%) caused
by timber harvest, 130 (46.9%) caused by roads, and 99 (35.7%) from natural events
(Dieu and Shelmerdine 1999). There is a total of 389 miles of roads in the East and West
Fork Humptulips watersheds: 212 miles in the National Forest and 177 miles on other
lands. The Forest Service roads were assigned aquatic impact ratings based on landslide
hazards to streams, road location relative to riparian areas, and the number of stream
crossings. Sixty-three miles were rated as having a high aquatic impact rating and ninety
miles with a moderate aquatic impact rating. Of 14 bridges in the East and West Fork
Humptulips watersheds, 8 bridges pose a high vulnerability to mass wasting (Wood and
Hocking 1999).

The majority of surface erosion events occurred in the southern sub-basins where hill
slope gradients were less, but soil depths were deeper than the upper sub-basins. Of the
99 surface erosion events inventoried in watershed analysis, 57 delivered sediment to
streams. The majority of these surface erosion events (68.4%) were caused by natural
events of streambank undercutting during peak flows or along inner gorges. Harvest
activities (5.3%) and road construction (26.3%) caused the remaining 19. Table 10
summarizes the road erosion in nine sub-basins of the East and West Fork Humptulips
watersheds, compares erosion with road densities, and assigns ratings based upon road
densities. In five sub-basins with road densities between 3.0 and 5.4, road erosion
delivered 95% to 237% of natural background erosion. These sub-basins are rated "poor
and include the West Fork Humptulips River upstream of Chester Creek and the area
upstream of Donkey Creek, the lower West Fork Humptulips River, Donkey Creek, and
the lower East Fork Humptulips River. In addition, Chester Creek, the middle East Fork
Humptulips, and the lower Humptulips WAU rated "poor” for road density. The only
area within the entire sub-basin that rated "good" for road density and mass wasting is the
upper East Fork Humptulips watershed (based upon data in Dieu and Shelmerdine 1999).
An additional 42 surface erosion events were identified, but these did not deliver
sediment to a stream. These events were triggered by road construction (37) and timber
harvest activities (5) (Dieu and Shelmerdine 1999).
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Table 10. Summary of Road Densities and Erosion in the Humptulips Sub-Basin
(E/W Humptulips Watershed Analysis 1999 and Lunetta et al. 1997*)

Sub-Basin Road Density | Road % of Natural | Condition
(miles/sq. mi.) | Erosion Background | Rating
(tons/year)

E. Fork Upper 1.62 308 42 Good
W. Fork Upper 1.28 538 58 Good
Chester Creek 3.17 483 64 Poor
E. Fork Middle 3.19 830 75 Poor
W. Fork above 3.02 780 95 Poor
Donkey Creek

W. Fork above 3.01 428 124 Poor
Chester Creek

W. Fork Lower 5.05 889 132 Poor
E. Fork Lower 5.38 1308 153 Poor
Donkey Creek 5.23 792 237 Poor
Stevens Creek * 2.50 NA NA Fair
Mid Humptulips * 2.70 NA NA Fair
Lower Humptulips * 3.50 NA NA Poor

Riparian areas in the lower 28 miles of the river consist mostly of farmland interspersed
with hardwood stands. In the Humptulips downstream of the forks, sediment delivery to
the streams is predominantly from streambank erosion, with the most severe erosion
occurring downstream of the town of Humptulips where the river forms an alluvial plain.
Most of the heavily eroded sites are at natural meanders or channel migration zones. At
this time, tt is estimated that the river is actively eroding 20 miles of its banks, washing
away 9 acres of bottomland annually (CRC 1992).

The most recent information on streambank erosion is a 1974 study conducted by
Norman Associates for the Grays Harbor Regional Planning Commission. This study
examined the mainstem Humptulips River downstream of the Forks and identified four
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sites with critical erosion and nine sites with severe erosion based on risk of property
damage. Many “undocumented” streambank stabilization projects have been conducted
which have included rock rip-rap, cabled trees, tire binwalls or even car bodies.
However, further assessment is needed to examine the causes and extent of bank erosion
in the lower Humptulips sub-basin

Existing large woody debris densities were surveyed in 31% of the 320 total miles of
streams in the East and West Fork Humptulips River (Martin and McConnell 1999).
LWD densities were "poor™ in 29.6 miles, "fair" in 6.9 miles, and "good" in 24.9 miles.
All reaches with "good" LWD ratings were in either the East or West Fork mainstems.
All surveyed tributary reaches had "poor” LWD densities, except for Rainbow Creek and
an unnamed tributary to the West Fork Humptulips River.

Rating for Streambed and Sediment Problems in the Humptulips River Sub-Basin

Sediment input into the drainage resulting from splash dam log drives was probably
considerable, but there are no historical baseline data to quantify the problem. More
recent timber management practices have continued to significantly increase the input of
sediment to the East and West Fork Humptulips Rivers. Landslide densities are high in
the upper reaches of both the East and West Fork Humptulips Rivers, while high road
densities impact the lower reaches. For these reasons, the East and West Fork
Humptulips Rivers are rated "poor" for sediment quantity. In addition, increased levels
of fine sediments and embeddedness have been documented in both forks, resulted in
"poor" ratings for sediment quality.

Although there is a naturally high rate of surface erosion in the floodplain of the
mainstem Humptulips River resulting in considerable channel migration zones, high road
densities exist in the lower Humptulips WAU, leading to a "poor” rating for sediment
quantity.

Large woody debris is rated as "good" in the mainstems of the East and West Fork
Humptulips Rivers and "poor" in tributaries to these forks (except Rainbow Creek). The
mainstem Humptulips River and tributaries are not rated, and remain a data need.

Riparian Conditions in the Humptulips River Sub-Basin

Riparian Conditions in the Humptulips River Sub-Basin

Riparian vegetation in the Humptulips River has been impacted by timber management
activities since the late 1800s. Except for fragmented areas of old-growth remaining in
the upper reaches of the watershed within the National Forest, the watershed consists
primarily of second-growth timber (Peter 1999). Prior to 1930, timber harvesting was
concentrated near the mainstem Humptulips River, the East and West Fork Humptulips
Rivers, and larger tributaries because the only method of log transport was by splash
dams. Early logging practices did not protect riparian habitat and by 1960, the majority
of private forestland had been harvested including the majority of timber in riparian
areas. The regenerated riparian areas have a greater component of red alder than in pre-
harvest conditions. Natural channel migration zones frequently disturbed during high
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flow have created a considerable number of reaches dominated by alder, and riparian
harvests of conifers in areas outside of channel migration zones have further decreased
the conifer component (Bretherton and Matye 1999).

Overall the majority of the riparian zones downstream of the confluence with the East
and West Fork Humptulips Rivers are "poor" because they consist of either no vegetation
or are dominated by hardwoods (Figure 18) (data from Lunetta et al. 1997). The Tulips
WAU (lower Humptulips watershed) riparian has 52% open or hardwood riparian lengths
and 35% mid-seral stage conifer riparian (Lunetta et al. 1997). The middle Humptulips
WAU consists of 62% open or hardwood riparian and 28% mid-seral stage conifer. The
Stevens Creek WAU riparian includes 51% open or hardwood trees, 31% mid-seral
conifer, and 11% late seral stage conifer (Lunetta et al. 1997). These riparian conditions
are worse than those in the East and West Fork Humptulips Rivers, which have a
significant component of late seral conifer and less open or hardwood riparian (Figure
18). Specific reach data for riparian conditions downstream of the Forks are not
available, and this is a data need.

Figure 18. Overall Riparian Vegetation Type by WAU in the Humptulips Sub-Basin
(data from Lunetta et al. 1997).
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Riparian conditions of the lower West Fork Humptulips mainstem consist of either alder
or mixed conifer/hardwood stands due to frequent natural channel meandering. Large
woody debris recruitment and riparian canopy is low in this reach. Riparian stands in the
upper West Fork Humptulips mainstem have medium to large conifers, which provide a
good source of large woody debris and riparian shade. The lower East Fork Humptulips
mainstem is more confined, but past riparian harvests have created poor large woody
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debris recruitment and riparian shade. The lower reaches of tributary channels to the East
and West Fork Humptulips Rivers have poor LWD recruitment and riparian shade. The
upper tributaries within the National Forest are mostly unmanaged, where LWD
recruitment and riparian shade are "good" (Bretherton and Matye 1999).

Near-term future LWD recruitment potential is worse in areas of the West Fork
Humptulips River compared to the East Fork (Figure 19). Near-term LWD recruitment
potential is "poor" in the lower West Fork Humptulips mainstem, O' Brien Creek,
Newbury Creek, Rainbow Creek, Elk Creek, and Donkey Creek (Bretherton and Matye
1999). In the East Fork Humptulips watershed, Rock Creek and Webfoot Creek rated
"poor" for near-term LWD recruitment potential (Bretherton and Matye 1999). Near-
term future LWD recruitment is more of an indicator of current riparian health.
Restoration projects can do little to alter near-term recruitment, but can improve long-
term LWD recruitment potential through the addition of conifers within certain areas of
riparian zones.

The long-term LWD recruitment potential for the majority of the drainage has improved
since riparian buffer protection increased on all lands in the mid-1980s, and became even
more restrictive with the recent Forest Practices addressing listed salmon species (WFP
2000). The potential size of future large woody debris will be controlled by the degree of
riparian protection implemented during more frequent harvest cycles of current timber
processing.
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Figure 19. Near-Term LWD Recruitment Potential in the West and East Fork
Humptulips Rivers (Bretherton and Matye 1999).
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Rating of Riparian Conditions in the Humptulips River Sub-Basin

The upper reaches of the East and West Fork Humptulips Rivers within the National
Forest currently have "good" riparian conditions. Downstream of the National Forest, the
current riparian conditions are "poor" where riparian harvests occurred. Harvested
riparian stands have a higher hardwood component that will provide a future source of
shade, but not a long-term source of large woody debris. Inadequate buffer widths in the
lower West Fork Humptulips drainage have been vulnerable to blow-down, resulting in
“poor” riparian conditions. The mainstem Humptulips River and tributaries including
Stevens Creek are rated "poor” for riparian conditions based upon overall WAU data.
Specific riparian information is lacking in the mainstem Humptulips and associated
tributaries, and projects to improve riparian conditions need to be field verified.

Water Quality Conditions in the Humptulips River Sub-Basin

Water Quality Problems in the Humptulips River Sub-Basin

The mainstem Humptulips River is on the 303(d) List for warm water temperatures (DOE
1998). This results in a "poor" water quality rating for this stream. In the East and West
Fork Humptulips Rivers, warm water temperature problems have also been documented.
In the upper reaches, temperature monitoring was conducted at 28 different sites in the
National Forest between 1992 and 1998, and at 12 sites downstream of the Forest
boundary during 1998 (Martin and McConnell 1999). Within the National Forest, mean
stream temperatures from July through September exceeded 15.6°C at 2 of 28 sites and
exceeded 14°C at 8 of 28 sites. The two sites that exceeded 15.6 °C are rated "poor" for
water quality. They are located in the West Fork Humptulips near the confluence with
Rainbow Creek and the confluence with Elk Creek.

Downstream of the Forest boundary, mean temperatures exceeded 15.6 °C ("poor" rating)
at 4 of 12 sites and exceeded 14 °C ("fair" rating) at 7 of 12 sites (Martin and McConnell
1999). The "poor™ rated sites are located in the lower West Fork and East Fork
Humptulips mainstems near their confluence with each other and in two different
tributaries to Donkey Creek. The greater frequency of high temperatures in the lower
reaches of the drainage are associated with increased riparian harvests and degraded
riparian vegetation conditions (Martin and McConnell 1999).

Other areas that exceeded 15 °C include lower Furlough and Chester Creeks, two
tributaries to the middle reaches of the East Fork Humptulips River, and near the East
Fork Humptulips confluence with Flatbottom Creek (Martin and McConnell 1999).
These areas are also rated "poor” for water quality. Riparian shade conditions were
estimated for the West and East Fork Humptulips watersheds and are shown in Figure 20.

Temperature has also been monitored at the WDOE water quality monitoring site at RM
23.6 of the mainstem Humptulips River. At the mainstem Humptulips site, mean
monthly temperatures frequently exceeded 15.6 °C in the summer months. For this
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reason, the mainstem Humptulips is rated "poor" for water quality. Mean monthly
dissolved oxygen levels at the mainstem Humptulips site are "good", never falling below
9.0 mg/l and well above the preferred level for incubating eggs and juvenile rearing.

The recently completed TMDL study of fecal coliform in the Chehalis Basin states that
the Humptulips sub-basin produces 13% of fecal coliform delivered to Grays Harbor
(Dave Rountry, DOE, personal communication). That seems like a high contribution
from a sparsely populated basin with minimal agricultural lands actively farmed. DOE
did not identify nonpoint sources of fecal coliform, but potential sources include failed
septic systems, livestock waste, and wild game waste.
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Figure 20. Riparian Shade Conditions in the West Fork and East Fork Humptulips
Rivers (Bretherton and Matye 1999).
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Ratings for Water Quality Conditions in the Humptulips River Sub-Basin

Overall water quality in the Humptulips River is "poor™ due to warm water temperatures.

Water Quantity in the Humptulips River Sub-Basin

Water Quantity Problems in the Humptulips River Sub-Basin

Potential flow impacts on salmonid habitat include human activities that change the
natural flow pattern of a stream, as well as activities that either increase peak flows or
worsen low flows. Direct measurements of streamflow in the Humptulips sub-basin
ceased in 1979, and because of that, flow trends or comparison of current flows to
established base flows is not possible. However, some information regarding impacts to
flows can be derived indirectly. The extensive removal of trees or change in age and type
of trees can increase the magnitude of high flow events and route water more rapidly to
channels. An increase in impermeable surfaces results in even greater impacts. In the
Humptulips sub-basin, there has not been significant development that would increase
impermeable surfaces. However, timber harvest and conversion of land to agriculture has
changed the landscape.

While historically the Humptulips sub-basin consisted mostly of mature conifer, the
current types of land cover vegetation is shown in Figure 21. The middle Humptulips
WAU rated "poor” for hydrologic maturity with about 63% of the land consisting of
hardwoods or lacking trees (data from Lunetta et al. 1997). While the lower (Tulips)
Humptulips WAU and Stevens Creek WAU also had a significant loss of mature conifer,
the estimates were just under the threshold of labeling them "poor"”. However, compared
to the East Fork and West Fork Humptulips River, the lower Humptulips and Stevens
Creek WAUSs are more impacted for land cover vegetation age and type.

A relatively undisturbed watershed will have a hydrograph that rises and falls slowly
during a flood event cycle, because a natural floodplain allows water to move laterally
out of the main channel. This also helps supply water to wetlands, sloughs and side
channels, providing critical refuge habitat from high velocity flows for juvenile salmon.
However, the Humptulips River hydrograph rapidly increases during heavy rainfall then
quickly returns to the seasonal flow. This suggests impacts to the hydrology and/or the
floodplain habitat. The increased magnitude of peak flows can impact salmon by

increasing the amount of bank erosion and associated input of fine sediments to the
channel. Increased fines in spawning gravels can also reduce the survival rate of salmon
eggs during incubation. More frequent high flows also increase channel scour and the
potential of uncovering and displacement of developing eggs and embryos from salmon
redds (Murphy 1995).
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Figure 21. Land cover Vegetation Age and Type in the Humptulips Sub-Basin by
WAU (data from Lunetta et al. 1997).
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Ratings for Water Quantity Conditions in the Humptulips River Sub-Basin

The middle Humptulips WAU is rated "poor” for water quantity because of the current
low quantity of mature conifer as a land cover vegetation. The other areas are rated
"good", although the lower Humptulips and Stevens Creek WAUSs barely missed the
"poor" rating threshold for land cover vegetation. Additional timber harvest or land
conversion from timber to other uses will reduce the "good" ratings for these two WAUs
to "poor"”. The West Fork Humptulips WAU and the East Fork Humptulips WAU are
both rated "good" for water quantity. However, these ratings are based solely on coarse
land cover data, and recent timber harvest in the East Fork Humptulips watershed might
have decreased hydrologic maturity. Direct measurements of flow over long time periods
are important data needs in the Humptulips sub-basin.

Estuarine Habitat Conditions in the Humptulips River Sub-Basin

The Humptulips estuary and tidally-influenced lower seven miles of the river are
relatively undisturbed and functioning naturally. The Grays Harbor Estuary Management
Plan (1986) designates the Humptulips River Estuary as “ RL/N — Rural Low
Intensity/Natural” supporting oyster farms, fish rearing, water fowl and shore bird staging
and nesting habitat. Over eight miles of off-channel slough habitat provide excellent
rearing habitat for juvenile coho and chinook salmon, and important transitional habitat
for all salmonid species during smolt outmigration. Just south of the mouth, Chenois and
Grass Creek sloughs enter the same tidal flats and also provide transitional habitat for
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Humptulips salmonids. The relatively natural conditions of the estuary and lower river
are believed to be responsible for the better survival of outmigrating coho and chinook
salmon smolt compared to production in the Chehalis River (Seiler 1989). The only
potential hazard to the estuary is upland residential development. There is one large tract
used for livestock grazing within the tidally-influenced lower river, but riparian fencing
has decreased the potential of stream bank degradation.

Ratings for Estuarine Habitat in the Humptulips River Sub-Basin

The natural character of the lower Humptulips River and estuary at North Bay provides
"good" estuary conditions.

Condition of Lake Habitat in the Humptulips Sub-Basin

There are two lakes in the Humptulips River watershed, Damon Lake and Failor Lake.
Failor Lake was created when Deep Creek was dammed. At the location of the dam,
Deep Creek was never accessible to salmon and steelhead due to a natural falls at river
mile 6.5. Failor Lake was created to provide recreation opportunities, and is stocked
annually with 7,000 to 8,000 rainbow trout that support a popular sports fishery. Both
lakes have historically supported wild stocks of resident cutthroat trout. Damon Lake
was historically accessible to coho salmon, but recently the culvert at the Kirkpatrick
Road crossing of Damon Creek has been identified as a fish passage barrier during low
flows. Damon Lake has not been stocked, but in the early 1990s there were net pens in
the lake to condition smolts before outmigration. That program was discontinued in 1995
(Randy Aho, Aberdeen Hatchery, personal communication).

Both Failor and Damon Lake are in "good" condition for providing native cutthroat trout
habitat. Failor Lake was created in a location that did not effect anadromous distribution
in Deep Creek, and is providing a good hatchery-supported sport fishery. However, until
the fish passage barrier in Damon Creek is repaired, Damon Lake is rated as "poor" for
providing habitat for anadromous species.

Biological Processes in the Humptulips River Sub-Basin

Nutrient cycling is assessed for this report by the attainment of escapement goals, and a
detailed discussion of stock health is in the "Distribution and Condition of Stock" section.
To briefly summarize, only one salmon or steelhead stock (fall chinook salmon) within
the Humptulips sub-basin is currently described as "healthy”. The coho salmon
population is depressed, while chum salmon and winter steelhead trout are declining (R.
Brix, WDFW, personal communication). The status of the summer steelhead trout stock
is unknown. Because more than half of the stocks in the sub-basin are not healthy,
nutrient levels are likely lower than historical levels. For this reason, the category of
biological processes is rated "poor" for the Humptulips sub-basin.
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Habitat Limiting Factors in the Wishkah, Hoquiam, and South Grays Harbor Sub-
Basins

Loss of Access for Anadromous Salmonids in the Wishkah, Hoguiam, and South Grays
Harbor Sub-Basins

The only documented information available on fish passage barriers for this area is the
WDFW SSHEAR database, which lists three culverts in the West Fork Hoquiam
drainage and four culverts in the South Grays Harbor drainages (Table 11). High road
densities suggest that blockages by culverts might be a considerable problem in this area,
and an assessment and prioritization of blockages is greatly needed for all types of roads
in this region. The new Forest and Fish agreement should result in culvert assessment
and repair for forestland roads. This information should be made available to the Lead
Entity to include in a central database for technical assessments and projects. Salmon
habitat blockages also need to be addressed for lands outside of timber production, and
this remains a high priority data need.

The low gradients of the rivers and tributaries of the floodplains in this analysis area are
ideal conditions for establishment of beaver habitat. Combined high densities of beavers
and roads with undersized culverts in this region sometimes create debris blockages at
culverts that cause flooding of roads and might create fish barriers. Although
occasionally beaver dam debris is known to occasionally block access for juvenile and
adult salmonids, these blockages are usually temporary, and are not generally believed by
fish biologists to pose a significant problem. The wetland habitat that beavers create
provides excellent rearing and high water refuge habitat for juvenile salmon. Instead of
beaver dams, roads located near streams (susceptible to flooding) and undersized culverts
are the actual habitat problems for anadromous salmonids.

Loss of Access in the Hoguiam River Sub-Basin

Two Highway 101 culverts on non-cataloged tributaries in the West Fork Hoquiam
drainage are identified in the WDFW SSHEAR database as fish passage barriers.
Another culvert on a private road crossing an unnamed tributary to Davis Creek
(22.0181) is also listed as a fish passage barrier (SSHEAR 1998). The Grays Harbor
Road Maintenance Division (Randy Beuner, Copalis, personal communication)
periodically cleans a culvert blocked with beaver debris when it causes flooding on the
Panhandle Road. This culvert is located at the outlet of a beaver associated wetland 0.4
miles west of the East Fork Hoquiam River at RM 0.7, and is likely undersized. The
existing outlet channel below the culvert appears to be a man-made ditch that is
accessible to juvenile salmon from the river during high tide.

Loss of Access in the Wishkah River Sub-Basin

No information regarding salmonid habitat access conditions was found for the Wishkah
River sub-basin. County employees have reported the existence of undersized culverts.
These need further evaluation; however, the specific location of these culverts has not
been provided.
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Loss of Access in the South Grays Harbor Drainages

Complete barrier information is needed for road crossings on managed forestlands. In the
SSHEAR database, four culverts at Westport Highway 105 crossings of south Grays
Harbor drainages have been identified as fish passage barriers. Heading west from
Aberdeen, they are located at Chapin Creek, O’Leary Creek, an unnamed tributary to
Johns River, and an unnamed tributary (22.1321) to South Bay about one mile east of Elk
River. The Highway 105 crossings at Chapin and O’Leary Creeks are currently bridges
that are no longer barriers to fish habitat. The culverts at the other two crossings are
located in tidally influenced waters, but it is unknown if these culverts are complete
barriers, or if they only block fish access during low tide.

A culvert located on the E-Line Road crossing of East Branch Elk River is believed to be
undersized. Also, the Grays Harbor County Road Division has identified three culverts on
the Johns River Road. Two of the culverts block access to wetland networks on Gold
Creek and Atwood Creek, and the other culvert blocks access to Ballon Creek near the
confluence with Johns River. Rock weirs have been installed at the inlet and outlet of the
Ballon Creek culvert, but it appears this culvert may still be a velocity barrier to juvenile
salmon during high flows. The Gold Creek and Atwood Creek culverts are likely
undersized. Two culverts on Fry Creek, ¥ mile upstream of the Grays Harbor PUD
Compound, have been reported and are also likely undersized. The pumping station just
inside of the tidegate to Fry Creek is unscreened, and needs correction.
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Table 11. Known and potentially blocking culverts in the Hoquiam River, Wishkah River
and South Grays Harbor Sub-Basins.

Road Name | Road | Township, Watershed | Stream RM | Barrier | Data
Mile | Range, Name Source
Section
Hwy 101 93.8 | 18N, 10W WF Unnamed Yes SSHEAR
Hoquiam
Hwy 101 96.9 | 19N, 10W, 34 | WF Unnamed Yes SSHEAR
Hoquiam
Private NA 18N, 10W, 4 | WF DavisCr [ 0.1 | Yes SSHEAR
Hoquiam
Hwy 105 38.1 | 17N, 10w, Johns River | Unnamed Partial | SSHEAR
36SE
Hwy 105 31.6 | 16N, 11W, S. Grays 22,1321 | 0.1 | Partial | SSHEAR
16NE Harbor

Fish Passage Rating in the Wishkah/Hoquiam/South Grays Harbor Sub-Basin

Comprehensive assessments of barriers to salmonid habitat are needed throughout the
Wishkah sub-basin, Hoquiam sub-basin, Johns River, EIk River, and other nearby
watersheds. Without this information, fish passage conditions cannot be rated and are
listed as a data gap. The high road densities in the area suggest that road-related
problems, such as blockages, might pose a considerable impact, and because of this, the
barrier assessment should be a high priority data need.

Floodplain Conditions in the Hoguiam, Wishkah, and South Grays Harbor Drainages

The low gradients of the Hoquiam, Wishkah, and South Grays Harbor drainages created a
broad tidewater area for early logging along the lower rivers where logs could easily be
transported to Grays Harbor during ebb tide flows. As timber was harvested along the
streams within the tidal zone, splash dams were constructed to transport logs upstream of
the tidal zone. The Wishkah River had 34 splash dams, the Hogquiam sub-basin had 21
dams, and all of the South Grays Harbor drainages combined had 17 dams (Ellison
Timber 1982). Although the impacts of splash dams were not documented specifically in
these streams, it is well known that splash dams severely degrade stream habitat. Impacts
include: accelerated incision of the channel bed (often to bedrock); removal of large
woody debris to clear barriers for log transport; and blocking access to off-channel
juvenile salmon rearing habitat to prevent logs from leaving the channel (Wendler and
Deschamps 1955; Hiss and Knudsen 1992). It has been documented that these impacts
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often take over a century to fully recover (Napolitano 1998). Spawning gravel will
eventually replenish itself as large woody debris reestablishes through improved riparian
conditions from the new forest practices combined with restoration efforts.

In addition to the effects of splash dams, development has considerably changed the
floodplains from historic conditions. The lower three miles of the Wishkah River, the
lower five miles of the Hoquiam River, and the lower one mile of the East Hoquiam
River are confined by commercial development, roads, or residential areas. The
floodplain of the Wishkah River from the tidal zone (RM 8) upstream to RM 23 is
impacted by agricultural and rural residences, which limits off-channel habitat. Incised
channels can be found throughout the mainstem Wishkah River at sporadic locations
(Lonnie Crumley, LWC Consulting, personal communication). In the lower Hoquiam
River, the tidally influenced reaches have been developed, but upstream of the
commercial and residential lands in the lower drainage, development is less extensive
than along the Wishkah River. Upstream of RM 7 along the Hoquiam River, there are
scattered rural residences in the floodplain to RM 15 on the East Fork and to RM 10 on
the West Fork Hoquiam River. The West Fork Hoquiam River floodplain is currently
protected within the City of Hoquiam’s Municipal Watershed from RM 10 to RM 14.
The entire Little Hoquiam River, Middle Fork Hoquiam River, and the upper reaches of
the East and West Fork Hoquiam Rivers are managed for commercial timber, where the
riparian areas of the floodplains are regenerating from past forest practices.

There are several county and state roads in the floodplains of the Hoquiam and Wishkah
River drainages. The Wishkah Road periodically enters the floodplain in the lower 23
miles of the Wishkah River, as does Highway 101 along the mainstem Hoquiam River
and West Fork Hoquiam River sporadically for 16 miles. None of the roads are
influencing channel migration for long reaches, but there are some localized areas where
the rivers are confined by roads.

The floodplains in the South Grays Harbor drainages have not been developed as much as
the Wishkah and Hoquiam floodplains. There is currently no agricultural development,
with only scattered rural residences along two miles of Johns River and Newskah Creek.
There is no development in the floodplains of the Elk River or along O’Leary, Indian,
Stafford, Chapin, and Charley Creeks. There is considerable beaver activity in the
floodplains upstream of tidal influence on Elk and Johns River. The wetlands maintained
by beaver dams retain water in the floodplains, and provide important rearing habitat for
juvenile salmonids.

The Newskah River Road closely parallels the Newskah River for three miles preventing
the river from natural channel migration to the east, and there are several bank
stabilization sites that are visible along the road. Johns River Road follows the floodplain
wetland terrace, and about four miles upstream from the Grays Harbor estuary, the road
parallels the river for short reaches, but there is little channel confinement.

Tidal land along the lower % mile of Newskah Creek, %2 mile along Charley Creek, and
about 1 mile within the tidal zone of Johns River have been historically disconnected by
dikes, but since 1999, two of these dikes were breached to provide fish habitat. On the
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east bank of Newskah Creek immediately downstream of Highway 105, an estuary dike
was breached at two locations. A tidal channel was created between the breach points,
and native vegetation was transplanted along the tidal channel. This project was
implemented as off-site mitigation of tidal wetlands impacted from the utility corridor for
the Stafford Creek Correctional Facility (Brian Blake, Environmental Coordinator,
SCCC, personal communication).

Dikes in the estuary floodplain are located along both sides of the Johns River. The west
bank dike extends 3/4 miles from the WDFW boat launch upstream to RM 1 and is the
site of a wildlife viewing trail. A tidal gate was recently installed to control tidal flow to
the adjacent estuary. The east bank dike extends from RM 1 to RM 2. In July 2000, a
Ducks Unlimited project breached the dike at two locations to reestablish tidal flows into
estuarine habitat (Randy Van Hoy, Ducks Unlimited, personal communication).

Table 12. Floodplain Condition Rating for the Wishkah, Hoquiam, Elk and Johns
Rivers and Independent South Grays Harbor Drainages.

Watershed Lower Upper
Watershed Watershed
Elk River Good Good
Johns River Good Good
Newskah/Charley Rivers Fair Good
Other S. Grays Harbor Streams Good Good
Wishkah/Hoquiam Rivers Poor Fair-Good

Streambed and Sediment Conditions in the Hoguiam, Wishkah, and South Grays Harbor
Drainages

Only the extreme upper reaches of the mainstem Wishkah River (upstream of RM 28.5)
were included in the sedimentation module of the watershed analysis contracted by
Rayonier Northwest Timber Resources. No other assessment quantifying streambed
sediment conditions or sources of sediment delivery was found for the remainder of the
sub-basin. The only existing information available to assess sediment delivery conditions
in this sub-basin was to evaluate road densities from Lunetta et al. (1997) and the surface
erosion and mass wasting potential GIS databases in the WRIA 22, Salmon Recovery
Data Viewer (WDNR 2000). The Wishkah, Hoguiam and South Grays Harbor drainages
were not included in the USFWS habitat inventory that quantified streambank erosion
degradation sources (Wampler et al. 1993). Quantification of sedimentation impacts is an
important data need for the area.
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In the upper Wishkah River watershed analysis area, the mass wasting density for the 42
years of photo records was less than 2 events/square mile, with a total of 31 total events.
The majority of the landslides appeared in the 1950 and 1960 photos following heavy
clear cutting, but events were usually associated with road sidecast or fill failures (Table
13) (Raines et al. 1992). Numerous landslide problems are believed to exist (TAG,
personal communication), and coupled with the evidence of landslides caused by human
activities; sediment quantity is rated "poor".

Table 13. Summary of Non-Natural Landslide Events in the Upper Wishkah River
Watershed Analysis (Raines et al. 1992).

Management Activity | Shallow-Rapid Debris Deep-Seated
Landslides Flows Landslides
Road Fill Failures 14 2
Road Stream Crossings 2
Clear Cut Yarding 8
Unknown 5 2

Small tributary streams in the upper Wishkah watershed analysis area had good habitat
complexity and spawning gravel due to a significant amount of instream large woody
debris (LWD). However, the LWD in the small tributaries was in an advanced state of
decay, and there was a poor source of future LWD because of a hardwood-dominated
riparian. There was minimal LWD in the mainstem Wishkah River upstream of the
reservoir due to past salvage of large trees in the channel, and current smaller diameter
wood entering the channel is not stable during winter high flows (Raines et al. 1992).

Road densities in the Wishkah sub-basin are “poor” (greater than 3 miles/sg. mile
watershed) in all Watershed Administrative Units (WAUS), except the Upper Wishkah
River WAU and the East Fork Hoquiam River WAU where road densities are rated as
"fair" (Lunetta et al. 1997) (Table 14). Areas with high road densities (>3 miles/sq. mile)
are more prone to deliver fine sediments to streams. Fine sediment can originate from
erosion of the road surface itself, and roads serve as pathways for sediment coming from
exposed cut slopes adjacent to roads (Chamberlin et al. 1991). Water generated on roads
appears to be a sediment delivery problem for unpaved logging roads in the Wishkah sub-
basin (TAG, personal communication).
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Table 14. Road Mileage and Density for the Wishkah, Hoquiam and South Grays
Harbor Drainages (Lunetta et al. 1997).

WAU Road Road Density Habitat

Mileage (mi/sqg. mi) Rating
Upper Wishkah River 89 2.4 Fair
Lower Wishkah River 155 4.9 Poor
East Fork Hoquiam River 114 2.9 Fair
Middle/W Fork Hoquiam R 212 4.3 Poor
Johns River 240 3.9 Poor
Elk River 190 3.5 Poor

The Salmon Recovery Data Viewer database classifies soil types to show surface erosion
potential, and landslide potential on a broad scale (WDNR 2000). The lower Wishkah
River drainage, the lower East Fork Hoquiam River, and the extreme upper East Fork
Hoquiam River have high surface erosion potential. The remainder of the Wishkah and
Hoquiam drainages has medium erosion potential. There are large areas of high landslide
potential throughout the Wishkah drainage and in the lower and upper Hoquiam drainage.
The remainder of the Hoquiam and Wishkah drainages is classified as having low
landslide potential. The medium to high risk areas indicate areas where there is a higher
risk of sediment problems associated with development and management activities.

When the West Fork Hoquiam River and Davis Creek water supply reservoirs are
flushed, released sediment degrades spawning habitat downstream of the reservoirs
(Phinney and Bucknell 1975). This problem was further documented in July 1987, when
draining and dredging of sediment caused a fish kill from high turbidity and low
dissolved oxygen levels (LCCD 1992). Fine sediments entered the reservoirs from road
surfaces, road cut slopes, and road ditches draining directly to streams (Columbia Pacific
RC&D 1995). To reduce fine sediment delivery to the Davis Creek reservoir, large
woody debris was installed in streams, sediment collection structures were installed at
cross drain culverts, and cut slopes were stabilized and planted (Columbia Pacific RC&D
1995).

In the South Grays Harbor watershed, the lower reaches of drainages between O’Leary
Creek and the Elk River have low surface erosion potential. However, surface erosion
potential is high in the upper Johns and Elk Rivers. The remaining areas in the South
Grays Harbor watersheds have a medium erosion potential. High landslide potential
exists throughout the South Grays Harbor analysis area, consisting of approximately 60%
of the total area. The remainder of the area is classified as having low landslide hazards.
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The smaller independent drainages of South Grays Harbor are extremely silty, partially
due to natural soil types and deposition in the low gradient floodplains. However,
intensive timber management in the upper drainages has increased the amount of fine
sediments delivered to streams (WDFW and WWTIT 1993 and Phinney 1975). Elk
River, Johns River and Newskah Creek have areas with suitable spawning gravels, but
sediment delivery to streams from timber management is believed to have degraded
spawning conditions (Phinney 1975). Coho salmon spawning escapement surveys
indicate that the most suitable spawning locations are in Johns River (RM 4 —7.5), North
Fork Johns River (RM 7.5 — 12.5), West Branch Elk River (RM 0.4 —4.0), Andrews
Creek (RM 1.3 - 3.3), and Newskah Creek (RM 3 -7).

In recent years there have been introductions of spawning gravel in the Elk River and
Stafford Creek drainages to temporarily improve spawning conditions and increase coho
salmon production. In 1997, spawning pads were installed in a 0.2-mile reach of West
Branch Elk River, a 0.1-mile reach of Andrews Creek, and a 0.1-mile reach of an
unnamed tributary to Andrews Creek (Floyd Ruggles, personal communication).
Escapement surveys estimated that 202 coho used the spawning pads in 1999 and 61 in
2000. In 2000, a mitigation project for construction activity of the prison introduced
spawning gravel in Stafford Creek near the upper limit of known coho salmon spawning
distributions. The SCCC Environmental Program will monitor this project in the future.
While these types of projects address a short-term need, their use should be combined
with long-range activities to resolve the sedimentation problem. For example, three
spawning pads were installed in Fry Creek to increase spawning habitat, but recent forest
practices and residential development have greatly increased the amount of fine sediment
entering the creek. The rock weirs that stored the spawning gravels are still visible, but
the majority of the gravels are covered with a layer of fine silt from land management in
the upper drainage.

Because there have been no assessments of stream substrate or sediment delivery sources
in the Wishkah, Hoguiam, or South Grays Harbor drainages, many sedimentation
parameters could not be rated based on documented studies. The Salmon Recovery Data
Viewer does not provide enough detail to indicate the magnitude of landslide or surface
erosion that has the potential for sediment delivery to streams. Based on road densities
(Lunetta et al. 1997), the only WAUSs that rated "fair” for sediment delivery potential are
the Upper Wishkah River (2.4 mi./sg. mi) and the East Fork Hoquiam River (2.9 mi./sq.
mi). The remainder of the Wishkah and Hoquiam drainages, and the entire South Grays
Harbor drainage area, rate "poor" for sediment delivery due to road densities greater than
3 mi./sq. mi.
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Riparian Vegetation Conditions in the Hoguiam, Wishkah, and South Grays Harbor
Drainages

Wishkah Sub-Basin

Based on the broad scale classification of riparian vegetation cover in response channel
buffers, riparian conditions in the Lower Wishkah and West Fork Wishkah WAUSs are
mostly "poor”, with the majority of native conifer converted to non-forest or hardwoods
(Figure 22). The Upper Wishkah WAU has "poor" conditions in about half its buffers,
with the other half "good", consisting of conifer or mixed conifer in mid- to late seral
stages (Figure 22) (Lunetta et al. 1997).

The Upper Wishkah Watershed Analysis conducted a riparian assessment and identified
riparian areas into conifer, mixed, or hardwood, as well as density and age class (Table
15). Mature-dense-hardwoods were the dominant riparian type, followed by mature-
dense-mixed stands. Reach breaks of the riparian conditions were not mapped in that
analysis. Based on the WCC rating criteria, overall riparian conditions upstream of RM
29.5 were rated as "fair", since over 30% of riparian cover was conifer or mixed over
story in mature and old age classes. The data suggest that the riparian shade is "good"
based on over 70% being mature or old trees, but "fair" based on a future source of large
woody debris from riparian stands dominated by red alder (Raines et al. 1992).

Table 15. Summary of riparian vegetation types in the Upper Wishkah River
Watershed Analysis Area, upstream of RM 29.5 (data from Raines et al. 1992).

Vegetation | % Sparse | % Dense % % Dense | % Sparse | % Dense
Type Young Young Sparse Mature Old Old
Mature
Conifer 2.0 0 7.0 8.1 0 1.7
Mixed 1.7 2.3 5.8 22.7 2.9 8
Hardwood 1.3 4.8 0 38.6 0 0

To map general riparian conditions for the Wishkah, Hoquiam, and South Grays Harbor
drainages, ortho-photography on the DNR Salmon Recovery Data Viewer was reviewed
to identify riparian conditions as "good", "fair", or "poor" in addition to some field visits
(Map 4a). The lower three miles of the Wishkah are exclusively industrial or residential
lands, with only small areas of riparian vegetation ("poor"). From this point upstream to
RM 7.5 near the upper limit of tidal influence, there is dense riparian vegetation of alder
with a few reaches of stands dominated by mature conifer. Within this reach, the
Wishkah Road closely parallels the river at four locations, resulting in the overall riparian
condition being a mix of "poor™ with some reaches of "good" riparian in this upper tidal
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zone. From the upper tidal zone upstream to RM 20 in the mainstem and the lower mile
of the East Fork Wishkah, riparian conditions are "poor" due to narrow buffers associated
with past timber harvests and agriculture development. The remainders of the mainstem
Wishkah and East Fork Wishkah Rivers and the entire West Fork Wishkah River have
riparian conditions alternating from "fair" to "good" depending on the width of buffers
left from past forest management. Riparian conditions in the upper drainages will
improve over time as wider riparian buffer requirements are implemented under the year
2000 state forest practices rules.

Hoquiam River Sub-Basin

Based on the broad scale classification of riparian vegetation cover in “response” channel
buffers, riparian conditions in the East Fork Hoquiam WAU are "poor" with over 70% of
the riparian area consisting of hardwood or non-forested use. The Middle and West Fork
Hoquiam WAU has mostly "poor" conditions, with 62% as non-forested, open, or
hardwood and 36% of riparian cover classified as conifer or mixed conifer in mid- to late
seral stages (Figure 22) (data from Lunetta et al. 1997).

In the lower 5.2 miles of the mainstem Hoquiam River and the lowest mile of the East
Fork Hoquiam River, most of the riparian vegetation has been converted into commercial
or residential lands, and is rated "poor". Upstream of this dense residential area, the
remainder of the drainage has “fair” and “poor” riparian conditions, consisting of a mixed
conifer and alder riparian interspersed with areas lacking adequate vegetation. The Little
Hoquiam and North Fork Little Hoquiam Rivers are undeveloped, but riparian zones are
mostly "fair", as they recover from riparian harvests.
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Figure 22. General Riparian Conditions in the Wishkah and Hoquiam Sub-Basins.
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South Grays Harbor Drainages

Riparian vegetation in the estuaries of EIk River, Beardslee Slough, and Andrews Creek
are native and in "good" condition. The remainder of the Elk River is also in "good"
condition, except for a 1.2 mile reach of West Branch Elk River, and 1.5 miles of
Beardslee Slough that have inadequate buffers from past timber harvests and are rated as

‘poor”. The majority of Andrews Creek upstream of the estuary is in "fair" condition

recovering from past timber harvests of the riparian zone (Map 4a).

Good riparian conditions on Johns River extend upstream to RM 3.8, then changes to

'fair" conditions to RM 6. Upstream of RM 6, including the lower two miles of South

Fork Johns River, riparian conditions are "poor" due to inadequate buffers from past
timber harvests. The upper 2.5 miles of South Fork Johns River are "fair" (~1 mile) to
"good" (~1.5 miles). The North Fork Johns River, Florence Creek, and the lower 2 miles
of Hall Creek have "fair" riparian conditions, while the upper 1.5 miles of Hall Creek are

n "poor™ condition from past timber harvests (Map 4a).

The majority of riparian areas adjacent to the seven smaller independent drainages in
South Grays Harbor have "fair" riparian conditions. However, "poor" riparian conditions
exist in the lower mile of O’Leary Creek, 0.5 mile of Stafford Creek, and 2.2 miles of
Newskah Creek, and "good" riparian conditions are found throughout the Indian Creek
drainage and upstream of RM 3.5 on Charley Creek (Map 4a).
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General riparian conditions of response channels in the Elk River WAU and Johns River
WAU (includes the smaller independent South Grays Harbor drainages) are 49% and
45% "poor”, respectively, with close to 50% of riparian cover consisting of conifer or
mixed conifer in mid to late seral stages (Figure 23) (Lunetta et al. 1997).

No information on pool habitat was found for the Hoquiam, Wishkah, or South Grays

Harbor drainages. This is a data need, along with better delineation of riparian conditions
throughout each of these watersheds.
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Figure 23. General Riparian Conditions in the South Grays Harbor Sub-Basins
(Lunetta et al. 1997)
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Water Quality Conditions in the Hoquiam, Wishkah, and South Grays Harbor Drainages

There are no reaches in this analysis area on the Department of Ecology 303(d) List of
Impaired Waters. The lower Wishkah and Hoquiam Rivers are classified as Class B
waters, while the remainder of the area is classified as Class A. Water quality data
available for this analysis area was minimal. One year of data from the West Fork
Hoquiam River from October 1993 through September 1994 recorded a high mean
monthly temperature of 15°C during July. This is within the "“fair" rating standard for
juvenile salmon rearing (14 — 15.6°C) set by the Washington Conservation Commission.
Dissolved oxygen was near saturation for the year of record. Periodic temperature
measured as part of the Upper Wishkah River Watershed Analysis did not exceed 10°C,
but the dates of measurements were not provided. The only other water temperature data
is from the Aberdeen water supply intake at the Malinowski Dam, where temperatures
range from 6°C to 12°C throughout the year. (Raines et al. 1992).

The Grays Harbor Fecal Coliform TMDL Study concluded that 96% of fecal coliform is
coming from non-point sources entering tributaries to the Chehalis River and Grays
Harbor (Pelletier and Seiders 2000). Fecal coliform bacteria does not directly affect fish,
but high concentrations during low water periods may contribute to reductions in
dissolved oxygen. The percentage contribution of fecal coliform to Grays Harbor from
drainages in the analysis area were: 6.3% from the Wishkah River, 5.4% from the
Hoquiam River, 2.8% from the EIk River, and 2.4% from the Johns River. The Elk River
contribution is from natural sources because there is no agricultural or residential
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development in the drainage, although it is responsible for oyster bed closures following
rainfalls greater than 1 inch over a 24 hour period (Brady Engvall, Brady’s Oysters,
personal communication; Pelletier and Seiders 2000). A public working group has been
developed by the Washington Department of Ecology to develop alternatives for
reducing the fecal coliform counts in each basin (Dave Rountry, WDOE).

Another water quality issue with greater potential impact to salmonids is the cedar waste
sites (spaults) in the Newskah River. Leachates from the cedar waste sites that deliver to
streams may contaminate water by reducing dissolved oxygen, while the contaminants
themselves kill juvenile salmon. Wood waste in the stream may also cause a physical
degradation by smothering spawning gravels. Two cedar waste sites near the Newskah
River were identified as potential sources of degrading water quality (Terry Filah,
Newskah R. resident), but no monitoring data of these sites was available. Both sites are
on private property, one near RM 5.5 and the other near RM 1 just upstream of Highway
105.

Water Quantity Conditions in the Hoguiam, Wishkah, and South Grays Harbor Drainages

There are no recent records of flows from USGS gaging stations in the analysis area.
There was a gage at Charley Creek from 1947 through 1949 that recorded a peak flow of
290 cfs in February 1947 and a low of 2 cfs in August 1949. Flows were also recorded
on the West Fork Hoquiam and the mainstem Wishkah Rivers from July through October
in 1942 and 1943. The West Fork Hoquiam mean monthly flows for a 16 sq. mi.
drainage area ranged from 8 cfs to 427 cfs. The Wishkah River mean monthly flows for
a 58 sg. mi. drainage area ranged from 44.1 cfs to 120 cfs.

The upper Wishkah River has been the source of the City of Aberdeen'’s water supply
since 1923. In 1963, the concrete Malinowski Dam was constructed at RM 29.4, creating
the 2.8-acre Aberdeen Reservoir, replacing three wooden water supply dams in the same
area (Pat Dier, City of Aberdeen, Water Department). Since 1923, the city has had a
water right of 55 cfs to provide a residential water supply (DOE Water Right Claim
1979). Minimum flow requirements for the dam were not available.

The City of Hoquiam owns 7,500 acres of municipal watershed with small diversion
dams for water withdrawals on Davis Creek and the West Fork Hoquiam River. The City
of Hoquiam has water rights for the diversions, but the Public Works Department did not
make this information available for this analysis (letter from County Commissioner
requested by Dean Parsons, PWD).

Relatively natural drainage areas that have over 60% of land cover in mature forest stages
(>25 years) slow the delivery of run-off to streams and rivers following heavy rains.
These areas are considered hydrologically mature. As mature forested land is converted
to agricultural, commercial, residential, or immature forest use, run-off to streams and
rivers occurs more rapidly and can increase the magnitude of peak flow events (flooding).

A summary of land cover conditions in this area reflects how development in the lower
Hoquiam and Wishkah Rivers and intensive forest management in the uplands has
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changed the forested landscape (Figure 24). The land cover vegetation conditions in the
Lower Wishkah, West Fork Wishkah, East Fork Hoquiam, and Middle/West Fork
Hoquiam WAUSs have only 21% to 37% of total land cover in mid- to late seral stages,
and are hydrologically immature, with a "poor" rating for water quantity. The upper
Wishkah River WAU has 63% of land cover in mid- to late seral stages and rates "good"
for water quantity. Elk River has 51% of its land cover in mid- to late seral stages and
has a "poor" rating for water quantity. The Johns River WAU, including the smaller
independent drainages to South Grays Harbor, has 63% of land cover in mid- to late seral
stage and is rated as "good" for water quantity.

Figure 24. Land cover Conditions in the Wishkah, Hoquiam, and South Grays
Harbor Drainages (data from Lunetta et al. 1997).
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Estuary (tidally influenced floodplain) Conditions in the Hoquiam, Wishkah, and South
Grays Harbor Drainages

In this analysis, estuary habitat includes the tidally influenced lower floodplains of the
rivers and streams flowing into Grays Harbor. Estuaries and tidally influenced lower
rivers provide important transitional habitat for salmon and steelhead smolt as they
outmigrate from rivers to the marine environment. Intertidal areas also provide habitat
for salmon fry that have not yet undergone smolt transformation (Simenstad and Eggers
1981; Tschaplinski 1988).
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The lower floodplains of the all the streams in this region that drain directly into Grays
Harbor are tidally influenced, with estuary conditions ranging from mostly pristine in the
Elk River, to highly degraded in Fry Creek and the lower Wishkah and Hoquiam Rivers.
Degradation and habitat loss have resulted from commercial and residential development.
The approximate five miles of estuary shoreline extending from one mile west of the
Hoquiam River to east of the Wishkah River have also been highly degraded from
commercial development in the Cities of Hoquiam, Aberdeen, and the Port of Grays
Harbor. Impacts have resulted from filling or draining of estuarine wetlands, permanent
conversion of tidal zone riparian vegetation to impervious surfaces, and a decrease in the
amount of large woody debris in shallow shoreline areas of the estuary and lower rivers.
The Grays Harbor Estuary section in this report discusses degradation in more detail.

The South Grays Harbor estuaries have relatively little development compared with the
Hoquiam and Wishkah Rivers. Residential development in South Grays Harbor is sparse,
and commercial development is limited to oyster growers in the Elk River estuary and a
cranberry processor at the mouth of Johns River. Until 2000, there were dikes along 0.75
miles of the eastside of lower Newskah Creek and 1.75 miles of Johns River. Restoration
projects recently breached these dikes to reestablish estuarine habitat that had been cut-
off from tidal flows. In November 2000, the Stafford Creek Correction Center completed
the estuary restoration project at the mouth of Newskah River as mitigation for prison
construction activities. The project included breaching the dike in two places, excavating
a meandering channel connecting the breaches, introducing large woody debris, and
transplanting native plants along the excavated channel (Brian Blake, SCCC, personal
communication). A breaching project was conducted by Ducks Unlimited on Johns
River, where the dike was breached in two locations allowing tidal water into the
adjacent wetland east of the river (Randy Van Hoy, Ducks Unlimited, personal
communication).

Lower Charley Creek is diked along 0.5 miles of the west bank. Also, a 0.2 mile dike
contains an auto salvage yard on the east bank immediately downstream of the Highway
105 crossing. A dike along Grays Harbor connects the dikes along Newskah and Charley
Creeks. Prior to the Newskah Creek dike breach, the 0.5 square mile of estuary between
Newskah and Charley Creek was completely contained by a dike between the creeks
along Grays Harbor.

The Elk River and Johns River estuaries have relatively natural conditions and are rated
as "good". Breaching of the dike on the eastside of the Johns River will improve
conditions further by increasing the availability of estuary refuge habitat for juvenile
salmon. O’Leary, Stafford, Indian, Campbell, and Chaplin Creeks are in "fair" condition,
with impacts due to Highway 105 crossings. The Newskah Creek estuary had "poor"
conditions prior to breaching of the dike that reconnected the creek to the adjacent
estuary. Conditions currently are "fair”, but will improve as the estuary habitat
establishes over time. The Charley Creek estuary is "poor" due to a dike protecting an
auto salvage yard along the east bank. The Wishkah and Hoquiam estuaries and
approximately five miles of estuary between the rivers are "poor” due commercial and
residential development.
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Habitat Limiting Factors in the Wynoochee River Sub-Basin

Loss of Access for Anadromous Salmonids in the Wynoochee River Sub-Basin

There are a total of 667 miles of roads in the Wynoochee River sub-basin distributed as
follows: 214 miles on National Forest lands, 50.5 miles on non-Forest lands in the upper
Wynoochee drainage (upstream of Save Creek) (USFS 1996), and 402 miles of county
and private roads in the lower basin (Lunetta et al. 1997). Only a small portion of these
roads have been inventoried to identify culverts that are barriers to salmon accessing
juvenile rearing or adult spawning habitat. Columbia Pacific RC&D has inventoried 196
culverts on 25 miles of county roads in the lower basin, identifying 35 culverts as fish
passage barriers (Brian Erickson, Columbia Pacific RC&D, personal communication).
The amount of habitat blocked upstream of barrier culverts was not quantified. The
Salmon Screening, Habitat Enhancement, and Restoration Division (SSHEAR 1998)
culvert database identifies no fish passage barrier culverts in the Wynoochee River, but
this is due to the lack of an inventory.

The recent Forest and Fish Agreement requires that timber companies inventory all roads
and develop road maintenance and decommissioning plans within the next five years as
described in the Washington Forest Practices Emergency Rule WAC 222-24-050. (Phil
Peterson, Simpson Timber, personal communication). The Olympic National Forest is
also conducting an inventory of National Forest roads that will identify fish passage
barriers and erosion hazards (Larry Ogg, Hoodsport Ranger District, personal
communication).

In addition to documented blockages, there are believed to be other culvert barriers based
on professional judgment. For example, Lonnie Crumley, LWC Consulting, has walked
the road on the west side of the Wynoochee River upstream of Schafer Creek, and
observed many blocking culverts in tributaries to the Wynoochee River. Dave
Kloempken, WDFW, Region 6 Habitat Division, noted two fish passage barrier culverts
in Helm Creek. Documented barriers to salmon habitat in the Wynoochee sub-basin are
listed in Table 16, but this list is incomplete.
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Table 16. Salmonid Blockages in the Lower Wynoochee River Sub Basin (data from
Columbia Pacific RC&D).

Road Name Road | Stream Township | Range | Section | Quantity
Mile | Name Habitat
Blocked

Aldergrove 0.75 | Unnamed 17N 08w 11 NA

West Wynoochee | 0.20 | Unnamed 17N osw 11 NA

West Wynoochee | 0.27 | Unnamed 17N 08w 11 NA

West Wynoochee | 0.35 | Unnamed 17N osw 02 NA

West Wynoochee | 0.50 | Unnamed 17N 08w 02 NA

West Wynoochee | 0.85 | Unnamed 17N osw 02 NA

West Wynoochee | 0.87 | Unnamed 17N 08w 02 NA

West Wynoochee | 1.10 | Unnamed 17N osw 02 NA

West Wynoochee | 1.29 | Unnamed 18N 08w 34 NA

West Wynoochee | 1.60 | Unnamed 18N osw 34 NA

West Wynoochee | 2.20 | Unnamed 18N 08w 34 NA
Creek

West Wynoochee | 2.31 Geisler 18N 08w 34 NA
Creek

Geisler Road 1.75 Mooney 18N 08w 33 NA
Creek

Geisler Road 3.22 | Unnamed 18N 08w 29 NA
Creek

Geisler Road 3.60 | Unnamed 18N 08w 20 NA
Creek

Geisler Road 3.80 | Unnamed 18N 08w 20 NA
Creek

Geisler Road 4.35 | Unnamed 18N 08w 17 NA
Creek

Black Creek Road | 0.40 | Unnamed 18N 08w 26 NA
Creek

Black Creek Road | 0.85 | Unnamed 18N 08w 26 NA
Creek

Black Creek Road | 1.48 | Unnamed 18N 08w 25 NA
Creek
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Road Name Road | Stream Township | Range | Section | Quantity
Mile | Name Habitat
Blocked

Black Creek Road | 2.55 | Unnamed 18N 08w 23 NA
Creek

Black Creek Road | 2.90 | Unnamed 18N 08w 23 NA
Creek

Black Creek Road | 3.05 | Unnamed 18N 08w 14 NA
Creek

#58520 0.01 | Caldwell 18N 08w 27 NA
Creek

Old Wynoochee 0.28 | Unnamed 19N 08w 32 NA
Creek

Old Wynoochee 1.46 | Unnamed 19N 08w 28 NA
Creek

Wynoochee Valley | 0.35 | Unnamed 17N 08w 01 NA
Creek

Wynoochee Valley | 0.95 | Unnamed 17N 08w 02 NA
Creek

Wynoochee Valley | 5.31 | Unnamed 18N 08w 21 NA
Creek

Wynoochee Valley | 0.59* | Unnamed 19N 08w 33 NA
Creek

Wynoochee Valley | 1.00* | Unnamed 19N 08w 33 NA
Creek

Wynoochee Valley | 1.82* | Unnamed 19N 08w 28 NA
Creek

Wynoochee Valley | 3.60* | Unnamed 19N 08w 22 NA
Creek

Wynoochee Valley | 4.94* | Unnamed 19N 08w 14 NA
Creek

Wynoochee Valley | 7.75* | Unnamed 19N 08w 02 NA
Creek

*Road miles north of the Wynoochee-Wishkah Road

Fish Passage Rating in the Wynoochee River Sub-Basin

Due to a lack of inventories and no assessment of habitat upstream of blockages, fish
passage conditions in the drainage cannot be rated. Field experience by TAG members
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indicates that the list of culverts documented as barriers is conservative, underestimating
the problem of fish access basin-wide. As ongoing culvert assessments by Columbia
Pacific RC&D and the Olympic National Forest are completed, and timber companies
begin implementing their five year monitoring plans, a more comprehensive assessment
of the amount of habitat isolated by culverts will be available.

Floodplain Conditions in the Wynoochee River Sub-Basin

Downstream of the dam, the Wynoochee River meanders for six miles through a forested
confined floodplain before entering a five-mile canyon and finally opening into a broad
forested valley. The river course in the lower 22 miles has been modified with a variety
of bank hardening to protect agricultural land from erosion during high flows. Wampler
et al. (1993) identified 2.3 miles of bank hardening at 27 sites, with the majority of sites
in Black Creek or downstream of Black Creek along the lower 5.5 miles of the mainstem.

An off-channel habitat inventory included the lower Wynoochee River, and identified
five off-channel habitat sites that need restoration activities. These sites are located at
RMs 1.6, 1.9, 3.0, 3.3, and 4.5, and a description of their restoration needs is listed in
Table 7 (see Estuary section) (Ralph et al. 1994). Analysis of early 1990 aerial photos
indicates there are several sites (RMs 2.7-3.0, 8.5-10, 12.0-14.0, 17.0, 21.5, 27.5, 31.0,
36.0, 46.0) that offer potential off-channel habitat if made accessible to the river. A side-
channel with beaver activity near RM 9 was visited during medium flows. The outlet
periodically fills with silt, and reed canary grass also blocks access. After deepening the
outlet with hand tools, it is currently accessible by juvenile salmon during summer low
flows. Field verification of these and other side-channels will determine if they are only
isolated at low flows, or whether sedimentation or human-caused channel modifications
block access at all flow stages. Off-channel habitat has been documented to produce
more coho salmon smolt per area of habitat and produce larger fry and smolt due to
greater primary productivity (Sammuelson et al. 1990). In addition to the impacts from
bank hardening, it is likely that off-channel habitat has been reduced from historic levels
due to the lack of flooding from dam operations (David Hamilton, Regional
Enhancement Group, personal communication). This would greatly impact coho salmon.

The use of splash dams in the Wynoochee sub-basin was relatively minimal compared to
the Humptulips and Wishkah Rivers, and was limited to two in Black Creek and two in
Sylvia Creek. There were no splash dams on the mainstem, although log drives
originating from Black Creek would have affected floodplain function and instream
debris for the lower 7 miles of the Wynoochee River. It is difficult to determine if splash
dams on the Wynoochee caused considerable channel incision, as was the case on the
Humptulips River. The fact that Black Creek is the most productive coho tributary in the
watershed suggests that the current floodplain is functioning well enough to support
significant coho salmon rearing.

There is extensive beaver activity in tributaries to the lower 28 miles of the Wynoochee
sub-basin. Wampler et al. (1993) inventoried 119 beaver dams with the majority of
activity in Sylvia, Mooney, Wedekind, Black, Helm, Schaefer, and Neal Creeks. A
comprehensive habitat survey of the Sylvia Creek watershed identified 126 beaver dams,

154



but many of them are located upstream of the natural barrier falls immediately below
Sylvia Lake (Mattice and Schillinger 1994). Beaver dams provide important off-channel
rearing habitat for juvenile coho salmon during seasonal high water periods. Woody
vegetation used by beavers to construct dams provides cover for rearing salmon. Beaver
ponds create a nutrient sink, which increases productivity of aquatic invertebrates, both in
the ponds, and in tributaries downstream of the ponds. Beaver dams also provide storage
areas of fine sediment, and stabilize flows during high water events because water is
stored in ponds and released slowly over the beaver dams (Cederholm et al. 2000).

Gravel mining was a common practice in the Wynoochee River, both from gravel bars
(until 1986) and from pits located in the floodplain. Gravel bar mining at low water
created problems when rising water filled the pits and trapped salmon fry as flows
dropped. For this reason, WDFW required that gravel bars be graded, and over the years
has encouraged off-channel gravel pit operations (Steve Keller, WDFW, personal
communication). WDFW requires that an impermeable dike surround gravel pits to
prevent channel avulsion (Collins and Dunne 1987). WDFW also requires that egress
channels be maintained when gravel pits are closed because the abandoned pits can be
restored into rearing ponds. Near RM 16, an abandoned gravel mining operation was
converted into a series of five interconnected rearing ponds, with a common access
channel to the river. The Weyco-Brisco Ponds were restored during the 1980s through
the early 1990s with riparian plantings and introduction of large woody debris. Today,
there is dense riparian vegetation of alder and willow, and the ponds have been colonized
with aquatic vegetation. The ponds appear to provide excellent juvenile salmon rearing
habitat; however, the access road needs maintenance to prevent further erosion and
eventual washout. In 1990, Grays Harbor College Natural Resources Program conducted
periodic monitoring of juvenile salmon use of the ponds and determined that off-channel
pond reared coho and chinook were significantly larger than those rearing in the adjacent
Wynoochee River (Samuelson et al. 1990).

Another gravel pit operation has been restored into three off-channel ponds near RM 1.9,
but there is no egress channel to the Wynoochee and no connectivity between the ponds
(Ralph et al. 1994). The pond has good riparian vegetation and was designed to include
pond margin islands to increase productivity.

Floodplain Rating in the Wynoochee River Sub-Basin

Bank hardening in the lower 6 miles of the river (Wampler et al. 1993) and agricultural
development in the lower 22 miles of the mainstem, have reduced connectivity of the
channel to the floodplain. Based on this, floodplain ratings in the lower river are "poor".
The large amount of beaver activity in Sylvia, Wedekind, Black, and Helm Creek provide
"good" floodplain function in these lower river tributaries. A more thorough assessment
of floodplain impacts is needed.

Streambed and Sediment Conditions in the Wynoochee Sub-Basin.

Past timber harvest techniques have significantly modified sediment delivery and
substrate composition throughout the entire Wynoochee sub-basin. In addition,
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agricultural activities have impacted the lower 22 miles of the mainstem, gravel bar
mining has impacted the lower 12 miles of the mainstem, and historical splash dams have
degraded the streambed in the lower river tributaries. In the early 1960s, sediment-
loading studies for the Chehalis River showed that the Wynoochee River is the second
greatest contributor of the sediment load to the Chehalis Basin, delivering 30.6% of the
total sediment (Pickett 1992).

In lower 45 miles of the Wynoochee River mainstem and associated tributaries, Wampler
et al. (1993) identified over 71 miles of streambank erosion, with 42% related to timber
management, 31% to agriculture, and 27% to other or natural causes. Approximately
32% of the agricultural-related erosion was due to livestock grazing. Implementation of
livestock exclusion fencing projects reduced grazing related erosion impacts, but that
reduction hasn't been quantified.

In the upper sub-basin, over 1,500 erosion sites have been identified in the Upper
Wynoochee Watershed Analysis area (U.S Forest Service 1996). Most sediment sources
delivering to streams are road-related, and are the result of sidecast road construction,
slumping from decomposing log debris road fills, and blocked or undersized culverts
creating saturated fill slopes (U.S. Forest Service 1996). Upstream of the Wynoochee
Dam, there were 313 erosion sites affecting the watershed, and from the dam downstream
to Save Creek at RM 39, there were 200 sites delivering sediment to streams.
Streambank and inner gorge failures are common, particularly on the outside meanders
along the West Branch Wynoochee watershed above the current reservoir and in the
lower mainstem Wynoochee River below the dam (U.S Forest Service 1996).

The upper sub-basin is naturally prone to landslides due to shallow soils on steep slopes.
A mass wasting potential map was developed for the upper Wynoochee drainage, and
these landslide hazard areas are listed by sub-watershed in Table 17 (U.S. Forest Service
1996). Three types of mass wasting events were identified from aerial photos: shallow
rapid, deep-seated, and streambank landslides. Streambank landslides are often
underestimated because they are not detected in aerial photographs due to canopy closure
(U.S. Forest Service 1996).
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Table 17. Summary of Landslide Hazards in the Upper Wynoochee River

Watershed Analysis Area.
Sub- Low Low Medium | Medium | High High Rating
Watershed Hazard | Hazard Yenai Hazard Hazard Hazard
Acres % % %
Acres Acres

Above Dam
Trout Cr 672 44 350 23 516 34 Poor
Up. Wyn R 6105 55 1955 18 2977 27 Poor
WB WynR | 2491 59 634 15 1114 26 Poor
Mid Wyn 10449 96 96 1 370 3 Good
Tribs

NF Wyn 1034 72 141 10 260 18 Fair
Tribs
Wyn Lake 5900 74 766 10 1285 16 Fair

Below Dam
Anderson 2528 76 197 6 586 18 Fair
Big Creek 4087 66 592 10 1524 25 Poor
Harris Cr 1043 65 148 425 26 Poor
Save Cr 1973 89 61 189 9 Good

Because landslides are often road-related, road density data have been rated for many of
the watersheds within the Wynoochee sub-basin (Table 18). Upstream of the Wynoochee
Dam, there are 119.3 miles of National Forest roads and 2.8 miles of private timber

roads, with road densities ranging from 2 miles road/sq. mi. watershed in the upper

Wynoochee, to 4.6 mi. roads/sq. mi. watershed in the North Fork Wynoochee watershed.

Downstream of the dam within the watershed analysis area, there are 94.9 miles of

National Forest roads and 47.7 miles of private timber roads, with road densities ranging
from 3.2 mi.road/sg. mi. watershed in the Middle Wynoochee watershed and 4.4 mi./sq.
mi. in the Big Creek watershed. Ratings are mostly "poor" for road density with the

exception of the upper Wynoochee sub-watershed, which is rated “fair”.
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Table 18. Summary of Road Miles, Road Densities and Number of Erosion Sites in
the Upper Wynoochee River Watershed (U.S. Forest Service 1996).

Road [Road
Density (mi [Density # of Erosion
Forest road/sq. mi [Condition [Sites Affecting
Sub-Watershed Service [Private(Total | watershed) [Rating \Watershed
Upstream of Dam | 119.3 2.8 (1221
Upper Wynoochee | 37.3 0 2.15 Fair 148
N.F. Wynoochee 10.2 0 4.55 Poor 33
W. Br. Wynoochee | 24.2 0 3.65 Poor 4
Trout Creek 9.1 0 3.78 Poor 74
Wynoochee Lake
Tribs 38.5 2.8 3.31 Poor 54
Downstream of Dam| 94.9 47.7 |142.6
Big Creek 39.8 3.0 441 Poor 102
Harris Creek 9.1 1.9 4.30 Poor 34
Anderson Creek 16.7 5.6 4.30 Poor 5
Save Creek 2.5 104 3.65 Poor NA
Mid Wynoo. Tribs | 26.8 26.8 3.23 Poor 59
*Upper Wynoochee 109.3 2.67 Fair NA
*Lower Wynoochee 544.8 3.08 Poor NA

* Data for upper and lower Wynoochee River (Lunetta et al. 1997)

158




Forest Service mass wasting hazard inventories have prioritized the worst sites, and since
1995, erosion control treatments have been conducted adjacent to Forest Service roads.
Treatments have included a combination of revegetation, and bioengineering with logs
and willow cuttings (Larry Ogg, Olympia National Forest, personal communication).

The Wynoochee Dam has changed the sediment regime of the river by reducing the
amount of sediment entering the river downstream of RM 50. The trapping of fine
sediment in the lake is beneficial to spawning habitat downstream, but the reduction of
gravel supply is detrimental to overall spawning habitat. To mitigate the reduction in
gravel supplied by the upper drainage, gravel accumulated at the fish collection facility
water supply dam is periodically dredged at low water, and spread on a gravel bar
immediately downstream of the dam to be distributed downstream during high flows. A
similar process is done with large woody debris that is collected in the log boom above
the dam. It is periodically loaded on a flatbed truck and transported to the gravel bar
downstream of the fish collection facility (Shane Scott, Tacoma City Light, personal
communication).

Beginning in the 1930s, the Wynoochee River mainstem was used to mine gravel to
construct logging roads. Until the 1950s, gravel mining occurred almost exclusively
from gravel bars during low water. These early gravel mining operations left open pits
that often trapped fish as water levels subsided. WDFW then regulated gravel bar mining
by requiring that gravel bars be regraded to prevent fish entrapment. After a study
documented that the amount of gravel being removed was exceeding the natural gravel
replenishment rate between RM 2 and 11 (Collins and Dunn 1986), gravel bar mining
ceased. This occurred in the mid-1980s.

No data on instream levels of LWD were found for this report. This is a data need.
Ratings for Sedimentation Conditions in the Wynoochee River Sub-Basin

The following areas are rated "poor™ for sediment quantity due to road densities: the
North Fork Wynoochee River, the West Branch Wynoochee, Trout Creek, tributaries to
Wynoochee Lake, Big Creek, Harris Creek, Anderson Creek, Save Creek, tributaries to
the middle Wynoochee River, and the entire lower Wynoochee WAU. In addition,
excess sedimentation upstream of the dam has been documented as a severe problem due
to landslides (U.S. Forest Service 1996). The upper Wynoochee sub-watershed is the
only area not rated "poor”. It is rated "fair".

The lower 45 miles of the Wynoochee River, and its tributaries, are rated “poor” for
sediment quantity not only because of high road densities, but also because of the 71
miles of streambank erosion impacts documented in the Wampler et al. (1993) study.
Agriculture practices contributed 31% of the erosion impacts, but almost 13 miles of
riparian protection from livestock exclusion fencing projects completed since that study
have reduced this amount considerably.
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Riparian Conditions in the Wynoochee River Sub-basin

Due to the lack of funding, the watershed analysis conducted for the upper Wynoochee
River did not include a riparian vegetation assessment (U.S. Forest Service 1996). With
no riparian module or other comprehensive study of riparian conditions available, a broad
scale analysis of riparian conditions was made using 1993 USGS aerial photos online
(Terra Server.Com), and by reviewing riparian vegetation classification for the Lower
and Upper Wynoochee WAUSs (Lunetta et al.1997). Because these are coarse-scale
analyses, riparian condition ratings are made with the notation that a finer resolution of
riparian conditions remains a data need.

Timber harvests in the upper Wynoochee River within the Olympic National Forest
implemented riparian protection measures even before the spotted owl decision in 1994.
Since then, there has been no commercial timber harvest on National Forest Land within
the Wynoochee sub-basin except for salvage logging or pre-commercial thinning (U.S.
Forest Service 1996). Therefore, riparian conditions are generally "good" in the upper 17
miles of the mainstem and its tributaries within the National Forest.

There were no harvest restrictions on private lands associated with the spotted owl
decision, because no old growth forest remained outside of the Olympic National Forest.
Downstream of the Forest Service boundary at RM 44.7 to RM 31, the riparian zone is
exclusively second growth reforestation, consisting of mixed Douglas fir and alder.
Riparian vegetation in this reach provides good shade and limited near-term large woody
debris recruitment, but does provide a long-range future source of large woody debris.
Between RM 31 and 22, the forest has been intensely managed in recent years. Riparian
conditions are mostly "fair" within this reach, where narrow buffers of second growth
conifer remain (Map 4a). Below RM 22, essentially all timberlands located with the
floodplain were harvested and converted to agricultural land. The riparian zone in the
lower 22 miles is primarily a narrow band of mostly alder trees mixed with Douglas fir,
and is rated "poor"” (Map 4a).

The Lunetta et al. (1997) database describes the Wynoochee River riparian conditions in
two geographical regions (WAUSs), with the reach break being the outlet to Wynoochee
Lake. The lower WAU has a predominately (53%) hardwood riparian (“poor”), with
36% of the riparian consisting of more than 70% conifer (“good”). A 1997 aerial
photograph indicates that within this lower reach, the majority of the conifer component
is upstream of the Olympic National Forest boundary, while most of the hardwood
riparian is within the lower 22 miles, where forested land has been converted to
agricultural land. The upper WAU, upstream of the Wynoochee Dam, consists of 63%
conifer reaches, 33% hardwood-dominated reaches, and 4% mixed hardwood and conifer
riparian areas.

During the mid 1990s, the Grays Harbor Conservation District, in cooperation with
landowners, administered several riparian livestock exclusion fencing projects. These
projects successfully protect streambanks from livestock grazing through established
buffers. The buffer widths are negotiated between the Grays Harbor Conservation
District and the landowner.
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Rating of Riparian Conditions in the Wynoochee Sub-Basin

Because there has been no riparian assessment in the Wynoochee River drainage, there is
a data need to evaluate and rate riparian conditions. Based on the review of high
elevation aerial photographs, and landuse patterns in the floodplain, some assumptions
can be made on riparian conditions. Upstream of RM 44.7 (Olympic National Forest
boundary), riparian vegetation is almost exclusively conifer forest, and is rated "good".
Downstream of the Olympic National Forest to RM 22, there has been intensive forest
management where riparian buffers do not meet current standards. Current riparian
conditions in this reach are "fair" to "poor". However, as the Forests and Fish Agreement
is implemented, riparian conditions will improve over time. Agricultural development in
the lower 22 miles of the river has removed the majority of riparian conifers, and riparian
buffers are now mostly narrow stands of red alder. Overall, riparian conditions in this
lower reach are "poor".

Water Quality Conditions in the Wynoochee River Sub-Basin

Water quality was monitored monthly by Washington Department of Ecology from 1959
until 1977 in the Wynoochee River near RM 13.5. Currently, water quality in the
Wynoochee River is not regularly monitored by Washington Department of Ecology
River, and there was no evaluation of water quality, including water temperature, in the
Upper Wynoochee Watershed Analysis. Based on data from the 1959 through 1977
sampling station, the overall water quality is classified as extraordinary (AA) in the upper
drainage, and excellent (A) in the lower drainage (LCCD 1992). However, regular
temperature exceedences above 16°C have resulted in the Wynoochee River being placed
on the 1996 and 1998 Section 303(d) Lists (DOE 2000). Table 19 shows a summary of
temperature exceedances from the DOE monitoring data. Because of the warm water
temperatures, the lower Wynoochee River is rated "poor” for water quality. In addition,
water quality parameters such as water temperature, dissolved oxygen levels, pH, and
turbidity should be monitored on a regular basis.
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Table 19. Summary of Temperature Exceedances from DOE Water Quality
Monitoring (1959 — 1977).

Month # of # of # of
exceedances>14°C exceedances>15.6°C exceedances>17.8°C
May 1 1 0
June 3 0 3
July 4 1 4
August 1 4 3
September 4 2 1

The recently completed Grays Harbor Fecal Coliform TMDL identified the Wynoochee
River as contributing 10% of basin flows, but only 3.2% of the fecal coliform to the
basin. This was the lowest rate of input from the major sub-basins in the lower Chehalis
Basin, and the only sub-basin where no reduction in fecal coliform was recommended
(Pelletier and Seiders 2000).

Water Quantity Conditions in the Wynoochee River Sub-Basin

Since 1957, the mean flow of the Wynoochee River at the Black River gage has been
1,276 cfs with a maximum recorded flow of 24,500 cfs in January 1968 and a minimum
flow of 3 cfs in August 1967 (LCCD 1992). After the Wynoochee Dam was constructed
in 1972, flows have been regulated for the lower 50.8 miles. Between 1972 and 1993, the
primary objective for the dam was to provide flood control to protect agricultural and
residential land in the floodplain. The secondary need was to mitigate low flows from
Aberdeen’s water withdrawal project by maintaining minimum flows of 140 cfs from
April through June and 190 cfs the remainder of the year (ACOE 1983).

In the early 1990s, the dam was upgraded with hydroelectric turbines that began
operation in 1994 (U.S. Forest Service 1996). Local residents believe that river levels are
now higher and fluctuate more often since this conversion (Lee Hansmann, Grays Harbor
County, personal communication). To examine potential changes in flows, mean
monthly flows measured at the Grisdale (RM 50) and Black River (RM 5.5) USGS
Gaging Stations are summarized before construction of the dam, as well as before (1973-
1993) and after (1994-1999) hydroelectric generation at the Wynoochee (Figure 25 and
Figure 26). During the flood control operations (1972-1993), the mean monthly flows in
October and December through April at the Black River gage were 196-559 cfs lower
than natural flows prior to construction of the dam. These flows represented 79% to 93%
of the natural flows. However, since the hydropower project began operating in 1994,
mean monthly flows have been 337 to 586 cfs higher between December and March,
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Mean Monthly Flow (cfs)

increasing from 15% to 28% over flows when the dam was operated for flood control
(Figure 25). Also, the flows resulting from hydroelectric generation are higher than
natural flows in December, but similar to natural flows in November, January, March,
June, and August.

Figure 25. Comparison of Mean Monthly Flows at the Black River Gage: before
Wynoochee Dam (green), before Hydroelectric Generation (blue), and after (red)
Hydroelectric Generation.
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A similar trend was found using data from the Grisdale Gage, located immediately
downstream of the dam. After the dam began operating in 1972, the mean monthly flows
were 33 to 370 cfs lower from December through June, representing 53% to 91% of the
natural flows. Since the dam was converted to hydroelectric generation, flows at the
Grisdale Gage increased 196 to 372 cfs from December through March and in May
compared to when the dam was operated for flood control, although the increased flows
in March are now more similar to natural conditions. This represents an increase of 26%
to 99% over flows prior to construction of the dam (Figure 26). The increased flows over
natural flows in winter could impact salmonids by increasing the risk of scour and
altering channel conditions. There is also an apparent decrease in flows during April at
both gages and in May at the Black River gage when comparing the hydroelectric data to
natural conditions. This has a high likelihood of impacting outmigrating juvenile salmon.
Lower flows slow the migration time, decreasing survival of juveniles.
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Figure 26. Comparison of Mean Monthly Flows at the Grisdale Gage: Natural
(green), Flood Control Operations (blue), and Hydroelectric Generation (red).
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The summary of flows at the Grisdale Gage indicate that the Wynoochee Dam has
regulated flows above the minimum flow of 140 cfs set at the dam and maintained
summer low flows higher than natural flows in that area. However, the flow data from
the gage in the lower Wynoochee River near Montesano (12037400) demonstrate that
established base flows have not been met for an average of 59 days/year from May 1995
through September 1999 (data from USGS). This suggests that activities other than dam
operations are worsening low flow conditions in the lower Wynoochee River.

In addition to flow changes from the dam operations, land management practices have
reduced the forested land cover, which can increase the rate of water run-off into streams.
This can result in a more rapid rise and fall in stream flows during and after rainfall
events (U.S. Forest Service 1996). Forest seral stage and land cover data indicate that
58% of the upper Wynoochee WAU (upstream of the Wynoochee Dam) is hydrologically
mature, and is rated "poor" for this report (Figure 27) (data from Lunetta et al. 1997).

The lower Wynoochee WAU consists of 45% hydrologically mature land cover
vegetation, also a "poor" rating (Figure 27) (data from Lunetta et al.1997). Other impacts
of water flows are likely, but data have not been found to include these. A data need
remains to identify and quantify water withdrawals in the Wynoochee sub-basin.
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Overall, water quantity conditions are rated "poor" for the Wynoochee sub-basin. This is
based upon the greatly altered land cover vegetation in the lower Wynoochee and the
moderately altered land cover in the upper Wynoochee, coupled with flows that dip
below established base flows in the summer months. The “poor" ratings are supported by
the apparent change in flow patterns caused by dam operations in the winter and early
spring. Of particular concern are the possible increased flows from December through
March and decreased flows in April and May. The apparent change in flows needs to be
examined in greater detail and that information alone did not result in the "poor" rating,
and is a data need. It is noteworthy that the dam operations have aided summer low
flows, but that other activities might be impacting the low flow conditions.

Figure 27. Land cover Vegetation Age and Type in the Wynoochee Sub-Basin (data
from Lunetta et al. 1997).
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Habitat Limiting Factors in the Satsop Sub-Basin

Loss of Access for Anadromous Salmonids in the Satsop Sub-Basin

Data Sources

Data sources for this section include the Salmonid Screening, Habitat Enhancement and
Restoration Division barrier list (SSHEAR 1998), survey data from Columbia Pacific
RC&D (Brian Erickson, personal communication 1999), the West Fork Satsop Watershed
Analysis (Weyerhaeuser and Simpson Timber Co 1995), and personal communication
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from the TAG members especially Lonnie Crumley, LWC Consulting. It was not always
determined if these blockages are partial or complete, nor if they block salmonid adults,
juveniles, or both. Additional data are thought to exist with Simpson Timber Company,
but those data were not available for this report.

Blockages

Table 20 lists currently-documented artificial blockages within the Satsop sub-basin,
although field experience of the TAG members indicates that this list greatly
underestimates the actual number of blockages within the basin. Not all listings are in
priority order because the salmonid use and habitat quality upstream of the blockages
have not been clarified. Information from Columbia Pacific RC&D (Brian Erickson,
personal communication, 1999) is preliminary. Roads in Grays Harbor County are
currently being inventoried for a detailed culvert assessment; however, this does not
include roads on private forestland or on U.S. Forest Service property. An analysis that
includes all salmonid blockages continues to be a data need.

These blockages are a major limiting factor in the Satsop sub-basin for three reasons.
They are a considerable problem in the West and Middle Fork Satsop Rivers because
overwintering rearing habitat during floods is limited, and blockages on tributaries
decrease available winter refuge habitat. The blockages also interfere with two other
major limiting factors: transport of spawning gravel and large woody debris (LWD). The
lack of spawning gravel is a major problem in the West Fork Satsop River.

The SSHEAR database lists an additional culvert (on Simpson Timber Company
property) on a tributary to the East Fork Satsop River (22.0471A), but does not quantify
the lost habitat or the river mile location. The West Fork Satsop Watershed Analysis
listed a few culverts and logjams as barriers to cutthroat (Weyerhaeuser and Simpson
Timber Co 1995). These are not included because we are not addressing cutthroat-issues
at this time.

Fish Passage Rating in the Satsop Sub-Basin

There is a great need for more complete data throughout the entire Satsop sub-basin, but
based upon the information to-date, fish passage conditions are rated “poor” in the West
Fork Satsop and Middle Fork Satsop watersheds. This is due to the limiting winter
refuge habitat and the blockage of that habitat by culverts. The fish passage conditions in
the East Fork Satsop are not rated due to a lack of data. However, winter refuge habitat is
not as limiting in this watershed, lessening the overall impact to salmonids.

166



Table 20. Salmonid Blockages in the Satsop Sub-Basin.

Road Name Mile Town- | Range | Section | Stream | Type of Quantity Data
Location | ship Name Blockage of Blocked | Source
Habitat
West 2.49 19N 07w 12SE Trib. 2 culverts 2.15 miles | Col-Pac
Boundary Enters (88’ apart) RC&D,
Rd #73650 Middle blocking and Lonnie
Fork at juvenile and Crumley
RM 6.1 adults
Cougar 2.26 20N o7wW 34SW Singer Culvert at 1.5 milesif | Lonnie
Smith Rd Creek RM 0.4, set all 3 Crumley,
#73700 of 2 culverts culverts and Col-
at RM 1.1, set | fixed. Pac RC&D
of 2 culverts
atRM 1.3
West Satsop | 0.11 mi 18N oW 15SE Culvert Not Col-Pac
Rd. #73230 Available RC&D
West Satsop | 0.59 18N oW 15NE Culvert Not Col-Pac
Rd. #73230 Available RC&D
West Satsop | 1.16 18N o7wW 10SE Culvert Not Col-Pac
Rd. #73230 Available RC&D
West Satsop | 1.32 18N o7wW 10SE Culvert Not Col-Pac
Rd. #73230 Available RC&D
West Satsop | 3.06 18N oW 03NW Culvert Not Col-Pac
Rd. #73230 Available RC&D
West Satsop | 3.61 18N oW 03NW Culvert Not Col-Pac
Rd. #73230 Available RC&D
West Satsop | 3.92 18N oW 04NE Culvert Not Col-Pac
Rd. #73230 Available RC&D
West Satsop | 4.94 19N o7wW 33NE Culvert Not Col-Pac
Rd. #73230 Available RC&D
East Satsop | 2 18N o7wW 25NW Culvert Not Col-Pac
Rd. #73850 Available RC&D
East Satsop | 2.22 18N o7wW 24SW Culvert Not Col-Pac
Rd. #73850 Available RC&D
East Satsop | 2.77 18N oW 23NE Cementdam | Not Col-Pac
Rd. #73850 Available RC&D
West 5.11 20N 07w 36NW Culvert Not Col-Pac
Boundary Available RC&D
Rd #73650
West 5.3 20N o7wW 35NE Culvert Not Col-Pac
Boundary Available RC&D
Rd #73650

167




Road Name Mile Town- | Range | Section | Stream | Type of Quantity Data
Location | ship Name Blockage of Blocked | Source
Habitat
West 7.42 20N o7TwW 13NE Culvert Not Col-Pac
Boundary Available RC&D
Rd #73650
Cougar 0.67 20N oW 35NE Culvert Not Col-Pac
Smith Rd Available RC&D
#73700
Muller Rd. 0.04 20N o7TWwW 34SW Culvert Not Col-Pac
#73690 Available RC&D
Middle 2.16 18N o7TwW 23SW Culvert Not Col-Pac
Satsop Rd. Auvailable RC&D
#97250
Middle 2.88 18N o7TwW 23NW Culvert Not Col-Pac
Satsop Rd. Auvailable RC&D
#97250
Middle 5.19 18N o7TWwW 12NW Trib. To | Culvert Not Col-Pac
Satsop Rd. Satsop Available RC&D and
#97250 River Lonnie
Crumley
Middle 5.54 18N o7TWwW 12NE Culvert Not Col-Pac
Satsop Rd. Auvailable RC&D
#97250
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Floodplain Conditions in the Satsop Sub-Basin

Floodplain Problems In The Satsop Sub-Basin

Only one type of current floodplain impact was found in the literature for the Satsop sub-
basin, the use of rip-rap along stream banks. Wampler et al (1993) documented 41 sites
with rip-rap, and these are mapped in Figure 28. Most of the sites are located in the East
Fork drainage, Decker Creek, and along the mainstem Satsop River. The West Fork
Satsop has only 1 rip-rap site. Wampler et al (1993) also searched for evidence of
channelization, and none was noted in this sub-basin.

Between RM 0-5 of the lower Satsop River, 6 freshwater off-channel sites have been
identified as potential coho over-wintering habitat (Ralph et al. 1994). These areas are
wetlands that are no longer connected to the main channel or need additional work such
as vegetation and exclusion of cattle. The sites are shown in the estuary section, Figure
14, and Table 7 lists each site and the type of work necessary for restoration.

Natural off-channel wetland habitat is abundant in the East Fork Satsop, which has a high
drainage density (total miles of streams divided by watershed area) (Owen 1989). In
contrast, the Middle Fork Satsop watershed has a very low drainage density, suggesting
that off-channel habitat is limiting. The West Fork Satsop drainage density is in-between
that of the East and Middle Fork Satsop Rivers.

Historically, there were four splash dams in the Satsop sub-basin (Ellison Timber
Company 1982). Although these were constructed and used in the early 1900s, their
impacts are still seen today. Research on the impacts of splash dam operations in
California rivers showed that channel alterations, and simplification of habitat have
persisted since turn of the century logging (Napolitano 1998). The frequent release of
high flows during log drives removed natural large woody debris and accelerated channel
incision. Because side-channels were blocked off to prevent logs from being stranded
outside the main channels, down-cutting in the side channels would not have occurred at
the same rate, resulting in eventual isolation of side channels from the main channel. The
reduction of large woody debris and side channel access has reduced the amount of
juvenile rearing habitat.

Floodplain Rating in the Satsop Sub-Basin

Data are limited, and few current floodplain impacts within the Satsop sub-basin have
been documented. However, concern exists because of the past splash dams coupled
with current problems of scour risk and lack of off-channel habitat, particularly in the
West Fork and Middle Fork Satsop watersheds. This suggests that floodplain impacts
might be a significant problem, but data are lacking to show the presence and extent of
the possible problem. For these reasons, floodplain conditions within the Satsop are not
rated, but are a data need.
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Figure 28. Rip-rap sites in the Satsop Sub-basin (Wampler et al. 1993).
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Streambed and Sediment Conditions in the Satsop Sub-Basin

Streambed and Sediment Problems in the Mainstem Satsop River and lower tributaries

Road densities are high in the Satsop WAU at 4.1 miles of road/square mile watershed
(Lunetta et al. 1997). This results in a "poor” rating for sediment quantity. In addition,
the Satsop River has been estimated to transport about 10,000 cubic yards of gravel per
year through the lower mainstem (Collins and Dunne 1986) and is the greatest sediment
contributor to the mainstem Chehalis River (CRC 1992). The changes in riverbed
elevation are another concern. There was a trend toward aggradation from 1943 to 1951,
followed by degradation from the early 1950s to the mid-1980s (Collins and Dunne
1986). This has resulted in a lower riverbed elevation compared to the mean of the 50-
year record, and indicates channel incision. Channel incision is a floodplain impact that
dissociates the main channel from off-channel habitat that is important for salmonids.
Collins and Dunne (1986) suggest that the degradation is at least partially the result of
gravel harvesting, which occurred in the mainstem Satsop River. Efforts to maintain and
increase functional floodplain habitat, including off-channel habitat in this area should be
a high priority. The Satsop sub-basin is a major contributor of salmon and steelhead, and
because all juveniles need to transport through the lower mainstem, functional floodplain
habitat is extremely important.

Streambed and Sediment Problems in the West Fork Satsop Watershed

High levels of sediments combined with low levels of LWD are major problems in the
West Fork Satsop. The relative contribution of sediments is 96.6% from landslides, 1.7%
from roads, 1.1% from natural background, 0.5% surface erosion from landscape scars,
and 0.04% from hillslope erosion (Clark 1995). The total contribution of fine sediment
from natural background erosion was estimated at about 4,900 tons/year (Clark 1995).
Canyon Creek had the highest natural sedimentation rates.

Landslides contribute most of the sediment delivery to the West Fork Satsop watershed.
About 574 landslides have been identified in the West Fork Satsop. Of these, 59% (341)
are associated with roads using sidecast technology (an old technique where spoils were
not hauled away, but placed uncompacted near the road), and most of these are in the
upper third of the basin (O’Connor 1995). Many of the remaining landslides are
associated with clear-cutting on steep slopes. Most (53%) of the landslides are located in
the upper third of the watershed, while 18% are in the lower third (Figure 29) (O’Connor
1995). Upper watershed landslides deliver both coarse and fine sediments. However, the
coarse sediment needed for spawning habitat does not remain in the channel due to a lack
of LWD. In turn, the increased transport of sediment reduces channel stability.

Most of the sediment delivered to Type 1-3 streams comes from the large persistent deep-
seated landslides, which are more commonly found in the middle third of the basin
(Figure 29) (O’Connor 1995). The large, deep-seated landslides can temporarily block
the channel or divert flow into new channels, increasing channel instability. Shallow
rapid landslides are the second greatest source of sedimentation delivery to Type 1-3
streams, and these are found throughout the upper two thirds of the basin. Debris torrents
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(landslides that carry materials such as trees into the streams) in the upper third of the
basin deliver sediment primarily to Type 4-5 streams (O’Connor 1995). The mean
annual sediment delivery was estimated to be about 1.2 m*ha (O’Connor 1995). The
amount of sedimentation in undisturbed watersheds ranges from 0.1 to 0.8 m*/ha.

Roads not only pose a landslide risk, but also contribute to sediment fines through
erosion. The total annual contribution of fines from road erosion in the West Fork Satsop
is about 4,500 tons (Clark 1995). Particularly high rates occur in the West Fork
mainstem, Swinging Bridge, middle and upper Canyon River, lower Little River, Save
Creek and Robertson Creek. Moderate road erosion (fine sediment delivery at 50-100%
of the background rate) is projected for Still Creek, the West Fork Satsop near RM 19,
lower Canyon River, and upper Little River (Clark 1995).

Hillslope erosion was less than 50% of the background rate for each site throughout the
West Fork Satsop drainage, contributing relatively little sediment compared to landslides
(Clark 1995). However, significant erosion is occurring at a few sites, such as near the
West Fork Satsop mainstem at about RM 19, where a clear cut contributes between 9-10
tons/year. Surface erosion from landslide scars was about equal to 50% of the natural
background rate for sedimentation.

Nearly all of the forests in the lower two thirds of the West Fork Satsop watershed were
clear-cut 40 to 70 years ago. Harvest occurred down to the stream banks, resulting in a
loss of riparian and subsequent LWD. The lack of LWD has likely contributed to
increased surface erosion of stream banks, particularly in Types 4-5 streams. However,
sediment from this source is small compared to the quantity generated by landslides in
the basin (O’Connor 1995).

The high levels of sedimentation increase channel instability and scour. Aerial
photographs show that the mainstem West Fork Satsop River near RM 30 to 32 and
Canyon River (RM 5-8) widened following the 1951 flood (Kirtland 1995). After the
peak flow in 1994, there were several new sites of streambank erosion and landslides.
These are indicators of instability, which would impact the survival of salmon eggs.
Overall, the stream channel disturbance frequency has increased in the past 50 years.
This greatly impacts incubation survival of salmon, particularly those that spawn in the
mainstem West Fork Satsop River where scour has been identified as a problem (Figure
30). Those species include chinook, coho, and chum salmon, as well as winter steelhead
trout.

The quality of salmon incubation gravel in the West Fork Satsop watershed is rated
“poor” for about 50% of the sampled areas (Baxter 1995). The lower two thirds of the
basin is dominated by sedimentary rocks (O’Connor 1995). These weather and
breakdown quickly, contributing little to the coarse sediment needed by salmon for
spawning gravels, which results in low natural levels of spawning gravels. Landslides in
the upper third of the basin are the major source of coarse sediment (O’Connor 1995), but
without LWD to hold the gravels, the sediment is transported completely through the
basin. Tributaries in the lower West Fork (Still Creek, streams 22.0369-22.0373) lack
adequate spawning gravels (Figure 30), partially because of the natural geology, but also
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because of a lack of LWD (Figure 31) (Map 5a) (Baxter 1995). High levels of fine
sediments are a problem in those same lower tributary streams (Figure 30).
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Figure 29. Landslides in the West Fork Satsop Sub-Basin (O’Connor 1995).
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Figure 30. West Fork Satsop River Spawning Gravels and Scour (Baxter 1995).
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Figure 31. West Fork Satsop LWD, Pools, and Temperature (Baxter 1995).
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Streambed and Sediment Problems in the Middle Fork Satsop Watershed

Data from the Middle Fork Satsop watershed were not as detailed because a watershed
analysis has not been developed for this area. However, Wampler et al. (1993)
documented nine sites of debris torrent inputs. This is the highest level of debris torrent
sites in the entire Satsop sub-basin, and they are located in the upper Middle Fork
watershed (Figure 32). Debris torrents are especially damaging to salmonid habitat.
They lead to scour, channel incision, loss of LWD, and loss of spawning gravel. In
addition to debris torrents, erosion was common throughout the Middle Fork Satsop
drainage. Road densities are high in the Middle Fork Satsop WAU at 4.4 miles of
roads/square mile of watershed (Lunetta et al. 1997). This results in a "poor" rating for
sediment quantity. Simpson Timber Company has decommissioned 20 miles of roads
throughout the upper Satsop Basin in the last five years (Simpson Timber Co. 1999).
Continued road reductions and maintenance are recommended to reduce sediment loads.

Vehicle activity was documented in the lower Middle Fork mainstem (Wampler et al.
1993). This activity degrades spawning habitat and contributes to bank erosion. If done
during spawning season, vehicle activity could directly kill salmonid eggs that are buried
in the gravel.

Streambed and Sediment Problems in the East Fork Satsop Watershed

No debris torrents were noted in this watershed, but the highest density of reach erosion
was recorded in Decker Creek (Figure 32) (Wampler et al. 1993). Lower numbers of
erosion sites were documented in the East Fork Satsop mainstem and in Bingham Creek.
Road densities are high in the East Fork Satsop WAU at 4.3 miles of road/square mile
watershed (Lunetta et al. 1997). This results in a "poor" rating for sediment quantity.

Vehicle activity is a big problem for Decker Creek and the lower East Fork Satsop
(Wampler et al. 1993). Crossings degrade salmonid spawning areas, and contribute to
bank erosion. Education regarding the impacts of this activity is needed.

Rating for Streambed Sediment Problems in the Satsop Sub-Basin

Instream quantity of LWD rated as “poor” in the West Fork Satsop watershed and
remains a data gap for the remainder of the sub-basin. Spawning gravel quantity rated
“fair” for the West Fork Satsop watershed because of the limited amounts in the lower
portions of the watershed, and this problem is partially due to the lack of LWD. Excess
sedimentation is a "poor" condition throughout the Satsop sub-basin due to high road
densities, but a more extensive sediment analysis is greatly needed. The quality of
sediment is rated “poor” in the West Fork Satsop watershed, due to high levels of fine
sediments, and “fair”, with some uncertainty, in the East Fork Satsop watershed because
of the high density of erosion sites. Sediment quality remains a data gap for the Middle
Fork Satsop Watershed. Channel stability rated as “poor” in both the Middle Fork and
the West Fork Satsop watersheds. The Middle Fork had a high number of debris torrents,
while scour was a concern for the West Fork. Channel stability is a data gap for the East
Fork Satsop watershed.
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Reducing sedimentation, particularly from sidecast roads, and maintaining spawning
gravels within the sub-basin should be very high priority needs. Because the Satsop sub-
basin is the greatest sediment contributor to the mainstem Chehalis River (CRC 1992),
the effects of high sediment transport rates not only impact the Satsop sub-basin, but also
translate downstream, impacting the mainstem Chehalis River.

Figure 32. Sites of erosion and debris torrents in the Satsop Sub-Basin (Wampler et
al. 1993).




Riparian Conditions in the Satsop Sub-Basin

Riparian Conditions In The Mainstem Satsop Watershed

A loss of bank vegetation was noted for sections of the mainstem Satsop River, but very
little tree canopy loss was documented in the mainstem (Wampler et al. 1993). However,
the Satsop WAWU riparian data indicates that most of the riparian (79%) is either lacking
vegetation or is dominated by hardwoods and is rated "poor" (Figure 33) (data from
Lunetta et al. 1997).

Riparian Conditions in the West Fork Satsop Watershed

Early logging in the lower two thirds of the West Fork Satsop watershed removed the
old-growth forest, including the riparian areas, and burned the land without replanting.
This has led to the conversion of the riparian from old-growth fir to alder (Jordan 1995).
From the late 1940s to 1990, old growth in the upper watershed was harvested, including
some in the riparian areas. In 1995, watershed analysis results documented the
widespread conversion of the riparian zone from conifer to deciduous, particularly in the
middle and lower West Fork Satsop watershed (Map 4a).

The lower West Fork Satsop River is a wide meandering channel with a high percentage
of naturally low shade (Jordan 1995). The riparian in this area is mostly alder, and the
land use is agricultural, rural residences, or commercial forest management. The riparian
stands of the middle reaches of the West Fork Satsop River (until just south of the
Canyon River confluence) are mostly dense deciduous or mixed mature stands (Map 4a).
The upper West Fork Satsop River is more confined with a conifer-dominated riparian.
The upper portion is owned by the U.S. Forest Service and has a few stands of old growth
Douglas fir remaining (Jordan 1995). The Canyon River riparian is contained within an
incised canyon with dense deciduous and mixed mature stands in the lower drainage, to
mature and old conifer in the upper region.

The most common riparian stand in the West Fork Satsop watershed is 48% deciduous,
62% mature, and 73% dense. This classification accounts for about 32% of the total
riparian miles in the West Fork Satsop watershed (Jordan 1995), and is rated "poor".
Mature, dense conifer account for only 5% of the riparian miles; old, dense conifers form
4% of the riparian; and old, sparse conifers comprise another 4% of the riparian miles
(Jordan 1995). Using the Lunetta et al. (1997) data, "poor" riparian conditions are found
in about 52% of the West Fork Satsop watershed (Figure 33).
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Figure 33. Riparian Vegetation Type in the Satsop WAUSs (data from Lunetta et al.
1997).
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The predominance of alder greatly impacts the potential recruitment of large woody
debris (LWD). Near-term LWD recruitment potential in the lower West Fork Satsop
watershed (downstream of RM 13, including associated tributaries such as Still Creek) is
rated as generally "moderate” to "low" (Table 21) (Jordan 1995). Long-term LWD
potential in the area is generally "poor™ due to the high percentage of mature deciduous
riparian stands on the tributaries and "poor" riparian conditions along the mainstem
(Jordan 1995).
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Table 21. Near-Term LWD Recruitment Potential in the West Fork Satsop (Jordan
1995).

Location Percent High Percent Percent Low
Moderate

Lower West Fork
Mainstem 3% 62% 35%
Tributaries 22% 40% 38%

Middle West Fork

Mainstem 20% 58% 22%

Tributaries 45% 21% 34%
Upper West Fork

Mainstem 53% 37% 10%

Tributaries 10% 45% 45%

Canyon River
Mainstem 31% 53% 16%

Tributaries 27% 40% 33%

Near-term LWD recruitment potential in the middle reaches of the West Fork Satsop
watershed (RM 13 to 30, including tributaries such as lower Little River) is variable.
Both the middle mainstem and tributaries had a greater percentage of samples rated as
“high”, but both also had very significant percentages rated as “low” (Table 21) (Jordan
1995). Long-term LWD recruitment potential is "poor" with 40% of the stands
consisting of mature alder.

The upper West Fork Satsop River and tributaries such as upper Little River, Spoon
Creek, and Pederson Creek, rate better for near-term LWD recruitment potential in the
mainstem, but worse in the tributaries (Table 21) (Jordan 1995). Long-term LWD
recruitment potential is "high" because of the greater percentages of conifer.

Near-term recruitment of LWD in the Canyon River mainstem rated mostly "moderate”
to "high", but the tributaries rated generally "moderate" to "low" (Table 21) (Jordan
1995). The long-term LWD potential is primarily "good", although 25% of the sub-basin
was classified as having "poor” long-term LWD recruitment potential.
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Current LWD levels are highly variable. Most of the current functional pieces are from
previous timber harvests or old mortality that remained in the stream channel; the riparian
has added only small mobile wood (Jordan 1995). Most of the current levels are
considered to be "poor" to "moderate” (Jordan 1995). Only 11% of the sampled areas are
rated as "good" for LWD, with 33% rating "poor"” (Baxter 1995). Key pieces of LWD
rate even worse, with 88% of the samples classified as “poor” (Baxter 1995).

The low current levels of LWD are a major factor in the number of pools available for
salmon. Pool frequency is rated as "fair” for 47% of the segments and "poor" for 35% of
the segments (Baxter 1995). This reduces coho and steelhead rearing habitat, and
increases stress of migrating adults for all salmonids. The areas with the lowest pool
abundance include Black Creek, Little River, and some of the smaller tributaries (Figure
31).

Riparian Conditions in the Middle Fork Satsop Watershed

Loss of riparian vegetation is documented in the middle and lower reaches of the
mainstem Middle Fork Satsop, as well as extensive loss in Rabbit Creek (Figure 34)
(Wampler et al. 1993). Small areas of tree canopy loss are noted in the middle and upper
reaches of the Middle Fork Satsop. Overall, 61% of the Middle Fork Satsop riparian
reaches are either lacking in trees or dominated by hardwoods, and are rated "poor"
(Figure 33) (data from Lunetta et al. 1997).

Riparian Conditions in the East Fork Satsop Watershed

Avreas lacking riparian vegetation in the East Fork Satsop watershed include Decker
Creek and tributaries, the lower mainstem East Fork Satsop River, and upper Bingham
Creek (Figure 34) (Wampler et al. 1993). The East Fork mainstem from the confluence
of Cook Creek to just south of the Township 20 boundary with Township 19 has an
extensive loss of tree canopy (Wampler et al. 1993). Loss of tree canopy was also
recorded in upper Bingham Creek. About 57% of the riparian buffers are either open or
dominated by hardwoods and are rated "poor" (Figure 33) (data from Lunetta et al. 1997).
However, the East Fork Satsop watershed has the greatest percentage (29%) of late seral
riparian trees in the Satsop drainage (Figure 33). Preservation of these "good" riparian
buffers is recommended.
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Figure 34. Riparian vegetation loss in the Satsop Sub-Basin (Wampler et al. 1993).

Rating of Riparian Conditions in the Satsop Sub-Basin

All four WAUSs within the Satsop drainage consist of mostly "poor" rated reaches for
riparian conditions due to the predominance of hardwood or open areas. The riparian
zones in the West Fork Satsop watershed were assessed by a much more rigorous
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methodology than used in the Middle and East Fork watersheds, and the ratings given the
Middle Fork and East Fork Satsop watersheds have been assigned with less confidence.

Water Quality in the Satsop Sub-Basin

High water temperatures are a likely problem in many areas of the West Fork Satsop sub-
basin based upon shade analysis (Jordan 1995). Target shade ranges from 50% to 80%,
with fewer of the larger streams meeting target shade requirements (75% below target),
than smaller streams (83% met target). Rabbit Creek is on the 303(d) List because of
high water temperature, with 14 samples warmer than the standard in 1990 (DOE 1999).
At the DOE water quality monitoring site in the Satsop River near Satsop (RM 2.7),
temperature measurements did not exceed the upper limit in the years sampled (1960-
1991, 1993). However, dissolved oxygen levels fell below the standard at this site in late
summer and early fall.

Three major segments of the Satsop River have been listed as threatened by the
Washington State Department of Ecology (DOE) due to siltation and suspended solids
(DOE 1990). These reaches include: 1) the mainstem Satsop River, 2) the mainstem
West Fork Satsop River, and 3) the mainstem East Fork Satsop River from its confluence
with the West Fork Satsop River to the confluence with the Middle Fork Satsop River.
The source of the siltation and suspended solids has been listed as “unspecified nonpoint
sources” in the mainstem Satsop River and unknown in the West and East Fork Satsop
Rivers.

Another potential water quality problem in the Satsop River is toxicity. Using a
waterflea reproduction bioassay, Michaud (1989) found significant toxicity from water
samples collected at RM 2.2 in the Satsop in September 1987. The type and source(s) of
toxicity were not determined, and future studies should examine this water quality issue
in greater detail. It is unknown what effect this has on salmonid production, but concern
should exist regarding potential direct effects in addition to ecosystem impairments.

Wampler et al (1993) documented sites within the Satsop River that could be contributing
to water quality problems. They found two wastewater outfalls, nine miscellaneous
inputs, and two inputs associated with animal waste, sediment, or chemicals. This is a
relatively low level of inputs. When the authors rated this level of water quality
degradation against other problems such as erosion and loss of bank vegetation, the water
quality problem sites were very minor in comparison.

Ratings for Water Quality Conditions in the Satsop Sub-Basin

Water quality is rated “poor” in the West Fork Satsop watershed because of high water
temperature, a 303(d) listing, and siltation. The East Fork Satsop watershed rates “poor”
for water quality due to siltation. Water quality in the Middle Fork Satsop watershed
remains a data gap.
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Water Quantity in the Satsop Sub-Basins

Water Quantity Problems in the Satsop Sub-Basin

Low water flows are likely a problem in the Satsop sub-basin. In the last five years, the
Satsop sub-basin has not met established base flows for an average of 63 days/year
measured at the gage near Satsop (12035000) (data from USGS). This results in a "poor”
rating for water quantity. Wampler et al (1993) documented a relatively low number of
water withdrawals in the Satsop River sub-basin. They listed two dams or diversions, six
sites of water pumping, and six sites of suspected water withdrawals (Figure 35). For the
size of the sub-basin, these documented withdrawals are low relative to other problems,
but the frequency of flows lower than base flows merits concern. One data need is to
examine water usage within the sub-basin and quantify impacts to low flows. Also, it is
not known whether the low flows are linked to the low dissolved oxygen levels noted in
the late summer/early fall (see Water Quality section). More research is needed to
ascertain whether the cause of the low dissolved oxygen is the result of low flows or due
to riparian vegetation loss (warm water temperatures) or both.

Concern also exists for high flows and their impact on salmonids. In the West Fork
Satsop drainage, 55% of the watershed is classified as lowland dominated, 20% is rain
dominated, 25% is in a rain-on-snow zone, and less than 1% is snow dominated. Also,
96% of the West Fork Satsop watershed is subjected to forest management. An upward
trend in peak flows was documented in watershed analysis (Kirtland 1995). Using 5 year
or greater return interval as the measurement, one peak flow was recorded from 1930 to
1950; four peak flows were documented between 1950 to 1970, and ten peak flows noted
from 1970 to 1995. The cause of the upward trend is unknown because it did not
correlate with increased precipitation. A similar trend was noted in the upper Skokomish
River, which is not subjected to timber harvest. Stream flows in excess of the 10 year
return interval flow were recorded in 1951, 1968, 1973, 1980, 1987, and 1991. The
largest discharge occurred in December 1994 and had a return interval in excess of 130
years. The gauge is located near RM 1, the old Highway 12 Bridge.

Another source of data to support the increase in peak flows is from Owens (1989). He
demonstrated that the average month-per-year flow measured at the Satsop gage has risen
since the late 1940s, and suggests that the cause is likely due to development in the
watershed. He also estimated drainage densities and ranked the East Fork Satsop
watershed as having the highest drainage density (total miles of streams divided by
watershed area), the Middle Fork Satsop watershed with the lowest density, and the West
Fork Satsop watershed in-between the two. This is because the East Fork Satsop River
has the shortest mainstem in addition to the largest basin area. Watersheds with high
drainage densities respond more quickly to precipitation (Owens 1989).

One of the major impacts of high flows is increased scour of salmonid nests (Baxter
1995). The risk of scour has been rated high for the following areas of the West Fork
Satsop watershed: the mainstem West Fork Satsop River, Canyon River, and lower Little
River (Figure 30).
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Figure 35. Water Withdrawals in the Satsop River Sub-basin (Wampler et al. 1993).
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Vegetation land cover in the watershed is an index to describe how fast water filters
through the landscape before entering the surface water flow. When large areas of
watersheds are converted from a mature, conifer forest to an open or hardwood
vegetation (hydrologically immature), water flows much faster into streams. This can
increase the magnitude and frequency of peak flow events, impacting the survival of
salmonid eggs and juveniles.

Using Lunetta et al. (1997) data, the two WAUSs with more than 60% hydrologically
immature trees are the Satsop WAU (lower Satsop) and the Middle Fork Satsop WAU
(Figure 36), resulting in "poor" ratings for those areas. The West Fork Satsop WAU and
the East Fork Satsop WAU both rated "good" using these data. However, because the
West Fork Satsop Watershed Analysis listed scour as a major concern for salmonids, the
area is rated as a data gap for water quantity, pending further clarification. The potential
scour risk is likely the result of other altered processes such as increased sedimentation
and lack of LWD.

Figure 36. Land cover Vegetation in the Satsop Basin (data from Lunetta et al.
1997).
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Biological Processes in the Satsop Sub-Basin

Nutrient cycling is assessed for this report by the attainment of escapement goals, due to
a lack of other standards. There are five stocks of salmon and steelhead in the Satsop
sub-basin that have stock assessment data: summer chinook, fall chinook, chum, and
coho salmon, as well as winter steelhead trout. Two of these are known to be depressed,
summer chinook salmon and winter steelhead trout (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). The
chum salmon is managed as part of a much larger population that extends throughout the
lower Chehalis and up to just upstream of the Black River confluence in WRIA 23.
Although the chum salmon stock is listed as "healthy" in the SASSI report (WDFW and
WWTIT 1994), their distribution has been greatly reduced from historic use. The fall
chinook and coho salmon populations are considered to be "healthy". To summarize, two
out of five stocks with existing data indicate that levels have declined from historic
numbers, in addition to a reduced distribution of chum salmon, and this results in a "fair"
rating for nutrient cycling.
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Habitat Limiting Factors in the Cloquallum, Mox Chehalis, Workman, and
Delezene Creek Sub-Basins

Loss of Fish Access in the Cloguallum, Mox Chehalis, Workman, Delezene, and
Newman Creek Sub-Basins

The WDFW SSHEAR database does not list any fish habitat blocking culverts in these
streams, but that is likely due to a lack of inventories. Grays Harbor County Public
Works has inventoried culverts on county roads and has a database listing the roads and
culverts, but did not assess whether the culverts block fish access (Bob Oliver, personal
communication). Due to the lack of information, fish access conditions in these
watersheds is not rated, and remains a data need.

Floodplain Conditions in the Cloquallum, Mox Chehalis, Workman, Delezene, and
Newman Creek Sub-Basins

Cloquallum, Delezene, Workman, and Mox Chehalis Creeks have relatively low
gradients and moderate topography over most of their watersheds. Cloquallum Creek
ranges from 250’ in the headwaters to 40’ elevation at the mouth. Mox Chehalis Creek
and its major tributary, Sand Creek, have low gradients as well (Phinney and Bucknell
1975).

Many of these streams had splash dams, and impacts are likely considerable due to the
small size of these streams. Although these dams were constructed and used in the early
1900s, their impacts are still seen today. Research on the impacts of splash dam
operations in California rivers showed that channel alterations and simplification of
habitat have persisted since turn of the century logging (Napolitano 1998). The frequent
release of high flows during log drives removed natural large woody debris and
accelerated channel incision. Because side-channels were blocked-off to prevent logs
from being stranded outside the main channels, down-cutting in the side channels would
not have occurred at the same rate, resulting in eventual isolation from the main channel.
The reduction of large woody debris and side channels has reduced the amount of
juvenile rearing habitat. Delezene Creek was the most impacted, with seven splash dams
in a relatively small stream (Ellison Timber 1982). Cloquallum Creek and Wildcat Creek
had three splash dams in each, and VVance Creek had two splash dams (Ellison Timber
1982). One splash dam was located in each of Mox Chehalis Creek and Workman Creek.
Channel incision is a problem in Workman and Delezene Creeks (Lonnie Crumley, LWC
Consulting, personal communication), and these streams are rated “poor” for floodplain
conditions.

Bank protection (rip-rap) has been inventoried by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, with
a total of 2.2 miles of rip-rap/bank protection documented in Newman, Vance,
Cloquallum, and Mox Chehalis Creeks and 40 linear feet in Workman and Delezene
Creeks (Wampler et al. 1993). Most of the rip-rap is located in Wildcat Creek and along
Cloquallum Creek (about 28 sites), with seven sites along Mox Chehalis Creek, three
along Newman Creek, five along Vance Creek, two in Delezene Creek, and one along
Workman Creek (Figure 28). The numerous rip-rap sites along Wildcat and Cloquallum
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Creeks coupled with historic splash dam use, result in a "poor" rating for floodplain
conditions in these two streams, but further assessment is still required to determine the
extent of impact and potential recovery options.

Agricultural and residential development has occurred within the floodplains of many of
these streams, but impacts such as channelization or incision have not been formally
assessed. However, two impacts are noteworthy. The lower two miles of Newman
Creek have been channelized. Also, the lower two miles of Mox Chehalis Creek has
been filled for agricultural use, and the river has been re-routed near its confluence with
the Chehalis River (aerial photo comparison with the 1975 WDFW Stream Catalog).

In addition, roads have been constructed near many of these streams, with some obvious
confinement. The westbound lanes of Highway 8 and the EIma-McCleary Road closely
parallel Wildcat Creek on each side for approximately 3.5 miles. Throughout this reach
the roads follow a low terrace above the creek, but there are areas where the presence of
the road is limiting natural channel migration. County roads are located in the lower
valleys along approximately 10 miles of Cloquallum Creek, and along many sections of
Mox Chehalis Creek and Newman Creek, particularly the East Branch. The road
confinement coupled with the lower stream channelization in Newman Creek results in a
"poor" floodplain rating. Potential impacts from other roads and past splash dams need
further assessment. Without these additional data, the floodplain conditions for
Delezene, Workman, Vance, and Mox Chehalis Creeks are not rated and are listed as a
data need, but suspected floodplain problems likely exist in Delezene Creek because of
numerous splash dams and Vance Creek and Mox Chehalis Creeks because of road
impacts and landuse conversion.

Streambed and Sediment Conditions in the Cloquallum, Mox Chehalis, Workman,
Delezene, and Newman Creek Sub-Basins

The relatively low gradients of the Newman, Vance, Cloguallum, and Mox Chehalis
Creeks and moderate topography in this analysis area pose a low risk for landslides in
these streams, but a higher risk exists for Workman and Delezene Creeks (Figure 16
Mainstem Chehalis River section). The mass wasting (landslide) hazard database
presented in the Salmon Recovery Data Viewer for WRIA 22 shows that Newman,
Vance, and Wildcat Creeks have an insignificant to low potential for landslides in the
lower reaches with low to medium potential in the upper sections. The majority of the
Cloquallum Creek drainage has a low to medium potential for mass wasting, and Mox
Chehalis Creek consists mostly of an insignificant potential for landslides with some
areas of low and medium potential mass wasting. However, much of Workman and
Delezene Creeks have a medium to high potential for landslides (WDNR 2000). This
information is important when considering landuse changes and impacts. Timber
removal and road construction in high-risk areas will have a greater future impact in areas
with medium to very high hazard risks. Landslides are a problem in Workman Creek
(Lonnie Crumley, LWC Consulting, personal communication), and it is rated “poor” for
sediment quantity.
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Soil erosion potential is another measure of impact of landuse changes (both current and
future) on sedimentation. Erosion potential for Mox Chehalis and Delezene Creeks is
predominantly medium, with low to medium soil erosion potential in Cloquallum Creek
and medium to high erosion potential in Workman Creek. Vance and Newman Creeks
have low erosion potential in the lower reaches and medium to high potential elsewhere
(Figure 17) (WDNR 2000). If similar projects are proposed for reducing sedimentation
impacts, the mass wasting and erosion potential maps can be used to prioritize projects in
high-risk areas over those in lower risk areas.

Road densities are very high in the analysis area, ranging from over 4.5 miles of road per
square mile in Cloguallum to 4.6 in the Delezene/Workman WAU and 4.7 in the
Newman/Vance WAU and the Mox Chehalis WAU (Lunetta et al. 1997). These road
densities result in "poor” ratings for sediment quantity, although specific impacts need to
be determined.

Bank erosion is the only type of sediment input that has been documented in this region.
Other needed data, such as landslide impacts, sediment budgets, specific road impacts,
instream fine sediments, and levels of LWD have not been assessed. Because of this,
ratings are not assigned for sediment quality and instream LWD levels for most of these
streams. Bank erosion is common in Workman, Delezene, Wildcat, Cloquallum, and
Mox Chehalis Creeks, and less prevalent along Newman, Vance, and Sand Creeks
(Wampler et al. 1993). Excessive sediment was documented for 16 miles of the
Newman, Vance, Cloguallum, and Mox Chehalis sub-basins, while bank erosion was
noted for 10.5 miles of the same region (Figure 32). Workman and Delezene Creeks is
also heavily impacted with 16.2 miles of documented excessive sedimentation and 0.3
miles of bank erosion (Wampler et al. 1993). Low levels of instream LWD are a problem
in Delezene, Workman, and Mox Chehalis Creeks (Lonnie Crumley, LWC Consulting,
personal communication). These streams are rated “poor” for LWD.

Two sources of sedimentation were also documented in the Wampler et al. (1993) report.
These include vehicle activity, which was common in Cloquallum and Wildcat Creeks,
and livestock impacts, which were common near the mouths of Delezene and Workman
Creeks, as well as in Cloquallum, Wildcat, and in the Mox Chehalis Creek reach just
upstream of the confluence of Sand Creek.

Riparian Conditions in the Cloguallum, Mox Chehalis, Workman, Delezene, Newman
Creek Sub-Basins

In general, riparian conditions are "poor" throughout the four WAUSs that comprise this
area. An estimated 91% of the riparian conditions in Newman and Vance Creeks are
"poor”, consisting of hardwood dominated, open, or non-forested riparian (Figure 37)
(data from Lunetta et al. 1997). Workman and Delezene Creeks have 78% "poor"
riparian conditions, while the Cloquallum and Mox Chehalis sub-basins have 80% and
83% "poor" riparian conditions, respectively (Figure 37).

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife survey documented 44.4 miles of vegetation loss and 7.2 miles
of tree canopy loss in the area that includes Newman, Vance, Cloguallum, and Mox
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Chehalis Creeks (Wampler et al. 1993). They listed riparian degradation and loss as the
most extensive habitat degradation for this region. Most of the cause of the loss was
listed as unknown, while agriculture accounted for 9% and logging accounted for 7.4%.
The logging impacts were more common in Workman and Delezene Creeks. Other
heavily impacted areas (from mixed causes) include Wildcat Creek, Mox Chehalis Creek,
and parts of Cloquallum and Vance Creeks (Wampler et al. 1993).

In addition to these impacts, some field visits were made and a coarse level riparian
condition map is provided in the Map Appendix (Map 4a). The map shows generalized
riparian conditions for assessed reaches based upon the most common riparian
classification in that section. There may be isolated pockets of differing riparian
conditions within these reaches. High elevation aerial photos were also reviewed in
combination with some site visits, to determine riparian conditions on a broad scale. For
Cloquallum and Mox Chehalis Creeks, ortho-photos were available from the Salmon
Recovery Data Viewer for WRIA 22 (DNR 2000).

The lower 1.5 miles of Cloquallum Creek flows through agricultural land. From RM 1.5
to RM 7 there is rural residential land along the creek, where riparian conditions are
mostly "poor". Upstream of river mile 7 the drainage is predominantly managed
timberlands where buffer widths and conditions vary. Wildcat Creek is a major tributary
to Cloquallum Creek, and most of its riparian buffers are "poor".

"Poor” riparian conditions dominate Newman Creek from the confluence with the West
Branch to the mouth of Newman Creek, while the lower reach of the East Branch is "fair"
(Map 4a). The Vance Creek riparian is also predominately "poor"” from RM 5.8 to the
mouth. Significant amounts of tree canopy loss and riparian vegetation loss has been
documented throughout Delezene, Eaton, and Workman Creeks.
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Figure 37. Riparian Vegetation Type in the Cloguallum, Mox Chehalis, Delezene,
and Newman (Elma WAU) Creek Sub-Basins.
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Water Quality Conditions in the Cloguallum, Mox Chehalis, Workman, Delezene, and
Newman Creek Sub-Basins

The only water quality data found for streams within this region are data for Wildcat
Creek, a tributary to Cloguallum Creek. Wildcat Creek is currently on the 303(d) List
due to warm water temperatures (DOE 2000), which results in a "poor” rating for water
quality in this report. This stream has generally "poor" riparian conditions, which likely
contributes to warm water temperatures. While data are lacking for the other streams in
this region, their generally degraded riparian vegetation suggests that water quality
problems (temperature and dissolved oxygen) may also exist and should be a high
priority data need within these sub-basins. Grays Harbor College’s Natural Resource
program has monitored water quality in Mox Chehalis Creek, but those data are not yet
available.

In the 1970s, the McCleary Waste Water Treatment Facility was discharging a high
quantity of nutrients into Wildcat Creek, but facility upgrades have successfully reduced
fecal coliform and nutrient levels within standards (Kendra 1987). Prior to the upgrade
of the facility, Wildcat Creek was periodically toxic to salmonids (Kendra 1987).

Other problems have been documented that also relate to water quality, such as livestock
access and waste inputs, road run-off, and other pollution inputs. Livestock access has
been documented at six sites in Cloguallum Creek and three sites in Wildcat Creek, with
numerous livestock waste inputs in the lower Mox Chehalis Creek (Wampler et al 1993).
Road run-off was noted in Wildcat Creek (four sites) and Mox Chehalis and Sand Creeks
(five sites). These documented problems coupled with "poor" riparian conditions
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suggests that water quality is likely degraded in these streams, but further monitoring is
needed before a rating can be assigned.

Water Quantity Conditions in the Cloquallum, Mox Chehalis, Workman, Delezene, and
Newman Creek Sub-Basins

Specific current stream flow data are lacking for streams within this region. Direct
measurements of stream flow in the Cloquallum sub-basin ceased in 1972, and because of
that, flow trends or comparison of current flows to established base flows is not possible.
However, some information regarding impacts to flows can be derived indirectly. The
low gradient landform of much of the Cloquallum and Mox Chehalis drainages results in
water draining slowly through the watershed. Vegetation land cover in the watershed is
an index to describe how fast water filters through the landscape before entering the
surface water flow. When large areas of watersheds are converted from a mature, conifer
forest to open or hardwood vegetation (hydrologically immature), water flows much
faster into streams. This can increase the magnitude and frequency of peak flow events,
impacting the survival of salmonid eggs and juveniles.

All of the regions rate "poor” for hydrologic maturity. The land cover in the EIma WAU
(Newman and Vance Creeks) is greater than 89% hydrologically immature, while the
Delezene, Mox Chehalis, and Cloquallum WAUSs are 74%, 77%, and 73% hydrologically
immature, respectively (Figure 38). The conversion of mature conifer vegetation to non-
forest uses, such as urbanization and agriculture, are most pronounced in the EIma WAU,
while conversion to open spaces and deciduous trees is a problem within all four WAUSs.

Low flows also impact salmonids, but specific analyses of flow impacts on salmonids are
lacking within these areas. Mox Chehalis Creek and Wildcat Creek are closed to further
consumptive water appropriations, which strongly suggests that low flows are a problem
for fish use in the summer months. These two creeks are rated "poor" for low water
flows.

In the Chehalis River Basin Level 1 Assessment, Envirovision selected Cloquallum
Creek as one of the sub-basin to conduct a detailed assessment of water rights and use.
Allocated consumptive water use from commercial, domestic, irrigation and other water
rights totaled 17.28 cfs, while mean low flows during August (26.5 cfs), September (24
cfs) and October (28.5 cfs) were only slightly above the allocated use. Based on instream
flows set by WDOE in 1975, the medium stream flow was insufficient to meet allocated
water rights and minimum instream flows during June through October. Since no records
of actual water use are available, it is difficult to determine the affect on salmon habitat
during summer low flows. The Level 1 Assessment recommends that detailed mapping
of the water rights to determine actual water use (Envirovision 2000 Draft).
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Figure 38. Land cover Vegetation Type in the Cloquallum, Mox Chehalis, Delezene,
and Elma (Newman Creek) WAUSs.
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Conditions of Lakes in the Cloguallum, Mox Chehalis, Workman, Delezene, and
Newman Creek Sub-Basins

Cloquallum Creek flows through Stump Lake for approximately % mile near RM 12,
while Star and Arrowhead Lakes are located in a small drainage that enters the
Cloquallum at RM 14. Star and Arrowhead Lakes have been heavily developed for
residential and recreation property. Arrowhead Lake has a conservatively planned
recreational development, with 25% of the shorelines in a natural state and approximately
50% of the shoreline with low impacts from recreational development. No data on water
quality were available for these three lakes. Development of the lakeshores has reduced
riparian vegetation and margin habitat important for juvenile coho salmon rearing, and
for this reason, Star and Arrowhead Lakes are rated "poor". Stump Lake is undeveloped
with some logging activity, and is rated "good".

Biological Processes in the Cloquallum, Mox Chehalis, Workman, Delezene, and
Newman Creek Sub-Basins

Nutrient cycling is assessed for this report by the attainment of escapement goals, but all
of the salmon and steelhead stocks in these watersheds are managed as part of a much
larger population that extends throughout most of WRIA 23. Four stocks of salmon and
steelhead have been documented in this area: fall chinook, chum, and coho salmon, as
well as winter steelhead trout (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). Coho salmon escapements
throughout WRIA 23 have declined in the 1990s (John Linth, WDFW, personal
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communication), although winter steelhead were listed as "healthy" in the SASSI report
(WDFW and WWTIT 1994). Chum salmon were listed as "healthy" in the SASSI report,
even though their distribution is greatly reduced from historic use. To summarize, one
out of four stocks with existing data indicate that levels have declined from historic
numbers, coupled with reduced distribution of chum salmon. However, because the data
are not specific to these streams, nutrient cycling is not rated.
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Habitat Limiting Factors in the Gaddis, Rock, Garrard, Independence, and Lincoln
Creek Sub-Basins

Loss of Access in the Gaddis, Rock, Garrard, Independence, and Lincoln Sub-Basins

Rodney Lakey, Lewis County Planning provided most of the data regarding barriers
within Lewis County. Additional barrier information was obtained from the Salmonid
Screening, Habitat Enhancement and Restoration Division of WDFW and the
Washington State Department of Transportation list of barriers (Johnson et al. 1999).

The culvert assessment by Lewis County has been completed through its first level. In an
additional study, they plan to inventory habitat upstream of barriers as well as determine
the status of “unknown” fish presence culverts. Because analysis of habitat upstream of
culverts has not been done and fish distribution data are very incomplete, we are unable
to fully rate the condition of access issues in this sub-basin.

Numerous blockages exist throughout Lincoln and Independence Creeks (Table 22), and
this quantity is high enough to warrant concern and list the blockage assessment as a high
priority data gap. Documentation of blockages was not found for the streams in Grays
Harbor County (Garrard, Rock, Williams, Gaddis Creeks), but information about two
blockages in Rock Creek was provided by a TAG member. Also, data were not available
for roads in managed forestlands. This is a data need that is listed as a medium priority
due to the "fair" road density level.

In addition to the blockages listed below, two barriers exist in upper Rock Creek,
reducing fish access. One barrier is a set of cascades caused by historic timber
management, while the other is a logging road culvert (Lonnie Crumley, LWC
Consulting, personal communication). The amount and quality of habitat blocked has not
been assessed.



Table 22. Culverts in the Lincoln and Independence Creek Sub-Basins.

Road Name Watershed Township, Range, Section | Fish Presence
Harris Rd Independence trib | 15N, 04W, 15NW Yes
Harris Rd Independence trib | 15N, 04W, 15NW Yes
Harris Rd Independence trib | 15N, 04W, 16NE Yes
Harris Rd Independence trib | 15N, 04W, 16NE Unknown
Nelson Rd Independence trib | 15N, 04W, 21NE Unknown
Nelson Rd Independence trib | 15N, 04W, 21INE Yes
Nelson Rd Independence trib | 15N, 04W, 21SE Unknown
Nelson Rd Independence trib | 15N, 04W, 28NE Yes
Nelson Rd Independence trib | 15N, 04W, 28NE Yes
Lepisto Rd Lincoln 15N, 05W, 36SE Yes
Buck Rd NF Lincoln 15N, 04W, 33SE Yes
Buck Rd NF Lincoln 15N, 04W, 33SE Yes
Blacksmith Rd Lincoln 15N, 04W, 34NW Unknown
Blacksmith Rd Lincoln 15N, 04W, 34NW Unknown
Blacksmith Rd Lincoln 15N, 04W, 34NW Unknown
Michigan Hill Rd | Lincoln 15N, 03W, 25NW Yes
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 14N, 04W, 6NW Unknown
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 14N, 04W, 6NW Yes
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 14N, 04W, 6SW Yes
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 14N, 04W, 7SE Yes
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 14N, 04W, TNW Yes
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 14N, 04W, TNW Yes
Lincoln Cr Rd Wildcat 14N, 04W, 7SW Yes
Lincoln Cr Rd Wildcat 14N, 04W, 7SW Yes
Mattson Rd Lincoln 14N, 03W, 3NW Unknown
Independence Rd | Independence 15N, 04W, 20SE Yes
Ingals Rd Lincoln 14N, 04W, 4ANW Unknown
Manners Rd Independence 15N, 04W, 29NW Yes
Garrard Cr Rd Independence 15N, 05W, 30NW Yes
Garrard Cr Rd Independence 15N, 05W, 25NE Yes




Road Name Watershed Township, Range, Section | Fish Presence
Garrard Cr Rd Independence 15N, 05W, 25NE Yes
Garrard Cr Rd Independence 15N, 05W, 25NE Yes
Garrard Cr Rd Independence 15N, 05W, 26NE Yes
Garrard Cr Rd Independence 15N, 05W, 26NE Yes
Garrard Cr Rd Independence 15N, 05W, 26NW Yes
Garrard Cr Rd Independence 15N, 05w, 22SW Yes
Garrard Cr Rd Independence 15N, 05W, 15SW Yes
Lincoln Cr Rd Eagle Cr 15N, 03W, 34SE Unknown
Lincoln Cr Rd Eagle Cr 15N, 03W, 34SE Yes
Lincoln Cr Rd Eagle Cr 15N, 03W, 34SE Yes
Lincoln Cr Rd Eagle Cr 15N, 03W, 34SE Unknown
Lincoln Cr Rd Eagle Cr 15N, 03W, 34SE Unknown
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 15N, 03W, 28SE Unknown
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 15N, 03W, 28SW Yes
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 15N, 03W, 29NE Yes
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 15N, 03W, 29NE Yes
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 15N, 03W, 29NW Yes
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 15N, 03W, 30NE Unknown
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 15N, 03W, 30NW Unknown
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 15N, 03W, 30NW Unknown
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 15N, 03W, 30NW Yes
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 15N, 03W, 25NE Yes
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 15N, 03w, 25NE Yes
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 15N, 03W, 26SE Yes
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 15N, 03W, 26SW Yes
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 15N, 03W, 26SW Yes
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 15N, 03W, 34NE Yes
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 15N, 03W, 34NE Unknown
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 15N, 03W, 34NE Unknown
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 15N, 03W, 34SE Yes
Lincoln Cr Rd Lincoln 14N, 04W, 6NW Unknown




Floodplain Conditions in the Gaddis, Rock, Garrard, Independence, and Lincoln Sub-
Basins

Rip-rap was documented in Wildcat Creek (a tributary to Lincoln Creek), upper Lincoln
Creek, lower Independence Creek, throughout Garrard Creek, and in lower Rock Creek
(Wampler et al. 1993). The quantity of bank hardening per stream length is not known,
and therefore, ratings based upon riprap were not assigned. This is a data need.

Roads within floodplains are a habitat degradation because they can act as dikes,
impeding the natural stream channel migration, as well as disconnecting the stream from
surrounding wetlands and riparian vegetation. About five miles of Lincoln Creek are
associated with roads within its probable floodplain (Lincoln Creek Road and Lepisto
Road), compared to a stream length of about 16 miles. This results in a "fair” floodplain
condition rating. Independence Road and Garrard Creek Road periodically border
Independence Creek, but the extent of impact is unknown.

In Garrard Creek, Garrard Road occasionally flanks the lower 3.5 miles of South Fork
Garrard Creek, but the impact needs better quantification, and might not be enough of an
impact to result in a degraded condition rating. Short sections of the mainstem Garrard
Creek are also bordered by this road, but not in a sufficient quantity to result in a
degradation under our criteria. Norton Road parallels about 2.2 miles of Rock Creek, and
this is not a large impact. Potential road impacts also need to be quantified for Williams
Creek and a tributary to Williams Creek (23.0606).

Rock Creek, Williams Creek, and Gaddis Creek have incised channels (Lonnie Crumley,
LWC Consulting, personal communication), and these streams are rated "poor" for
floodplain conditions. Better quantification of this impact is needed.

Streambed Sediment Conditions in the Gaddis, Rock, Garrard, Independence, and
Lincoln Sub-Basins

Extensive bank erosion was documented in Gaddis Creek, Williams Creek, upper Garrard
Creek, Kellogg Creek (tributary to Garrard Creek), the middle reaches of Independence
Creek, Independence tributaries 23.0705 and 23.0712, Wildcat Creek (tributary to
Lincoln Creek), and upper Lincoln Creek (Wampler et al. 1993). These streams are rated
"poor" for sediment quantity, with a note that more information regarding sediment
inputs are needed. In addition, a debris torrent was documented in stream 23.0712, a
tributary to Independence Creek. Phinney and Bucknell (1975) noted siltation of
spawning gravels, but current conditions of gravel quality are unknown.

Road density is high (3.4 miles of road/square mile watershed) in the Lincoln Creek
WAU, and that area is rated "poor" for sediment quantity. Garrard Creek rates "fair" for
road density with a value of 2.7 mi./sq. mi. watershed (data from Lunetta et al. 1997).
The road density data are likely conservative for Gaddis Creek and Rock/Williams
Creeks. Specific road density data are needed for each watershed, and will likely show a
greater road density for Gaddis and Rock/Williams watersheds after analysis. Livestock
access also contributes to streambank degradations and was documented in lower Rock
Creek, Williams Creek, Garrard Creek, lower Independence Creek, and throughout



Lincoln Creek (Wampler et al. 1993). Livestock access is also an issue in lower Gaddis
Creek (Lonnie Crumley, LWC Consulting, personal communication). Instream vehicle
activity was recorded in upper Lincoln Creek and Wildcat Creek.

Information was lacking regarding channel stability, but scour is suspected in Garrard
Creek and Lincoln Creek (Lonnie Crumley, LWC Consulting, personal communication).
No data was found regarding stream channel stability or instream counts of large woody
debris for any of these streams. However, Rock Creek and Williams Creek are thought to
have reduced levels of LWD based upon professional observations (Lonnie Crumley,
LWC Consulting, personal communication).

Riparian Conditions in the Gaddis, Rock, Garrard, Independence, and Lincoln Sub-
Basins

Overall, the riparian conditions in the Lincoln Creek WAU are "poor" with most of the
native vegetation converted to sparse, deciduous trees (data from Lunetta et al. 1997)
(Figure 39). Deciduous riparian conditions dominate from the mouth of Lincoln Creek to
about RM 7.5, with many of those reaches very sparsely vegetated. From RM 7.5 to
10.2, conditions vary from "good" (conifer) to open ("poor"”) (Map 4b). Some of the
riparian areas along Lincoln Creek were historically hardwood, and restoration efforts
should take this into account. However, currently, much of the riparian is too sparse to
be considered anything other than "poor".

Along Independence Creek, "poor" riparian conditions have been documented from RM
3.5 to RM 7 (data from Wampler et al. 1993), and generally "poor™ conditions have been
observed along the lower two miles. Several tributaries to Independence Creek also have
sections of "poor" riparian conditions including streams 23.0697, 23.0705, 23.0707, and
23.0712 (Map 4b). Better clarification of riparian conditions is needed within
Independence Creek. The currently documented impacts are based upon loss of tree
canopy, but further analysis is needed to also determine impacts for other functions of the
riparian vegetation, such as LWD recruitment.

In the Garrard Creek WAU, riparian conditions are mostly "poor", with 53% of the
reaches dominated by deciduous trees and 25% of the reaches converted to non-forest use
(data from Lunetta et al. 1997) (Figure 40). Documented sections of degraded riparian
zones along Garrard Creek include RM 1.4-3.1, RM 4-5.2, and RM 6.5-7.6 (Map 4b)
(Wampler et al. 1993), and observed "poor" riparian conditions are noted along the lower
4.6 miles, consisting mostly of sparse deciduous trees and brush. The lower two miles of
South Fork Garrard Creek also has "poor" riparian conditions. Some of the riparian areas
along the lower reaches were historically hardwood, and restoration efforts should take
this into account.

A loss of riparian vegetation was noted along Rock Creek from RM 1.5-2.9 and in two
reaches of Williams Creek (RM 0-1, RM 2.2-3.8) (Wampler et al. 1993). A loss of
canopy cover was recorded in Gaddis Creek from RM 2.5-3. All of the above mentioned
reaches are rated "poor" (Map 4b). Some of the riparian areas along the lower reaches
were historically hardwood, and restoration efforts should take this into account.
Riparian condition assessments are very limited in this region and remain a data need.



Figure 39. Riparian Vegetation Conditions in the Lincoln Creek WAU (data from
Lunetta et al. 1997).
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Figure 40. Riparian Vegetation Conditions in the Garrard Creek WAU (data from
Lunetta et al. 1997).
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Water Quality in the Gaddis, Rock, Garrard, Independence, and Lincoln Sub-Basins

The 1998 303(d) List includes Lincoln Creek because of warm water temperatures (DOE
1999). This stream has also exhibited low dissolved oxygen levels and high fecal
coliform levels (Jennings and Pickett 2000). The suspected causes of the low dissolved
oxygen and high fecal coliform levels are failing septic systems and livestock access,
while warm water temperatures are likely related to poor riparian conditions. Low
dissolved oxygen has also been documented in Independence Creek and the suspected
cause is livestock impacts (Jennings and Pickett 2000). Because of these exceedances,
Independence Creek and Lincoln Creek are rated "poor” for water quality.



A few sites of livestock access were documented along Independence, Garrard, and
Williams Creek, while livestock waste inputs were noted along Lincoln, Independence,
and Garrard Creeks (Wampler et al. 1993). Livestock access occurs in lower Gaddis
Creek, as well (Lonnie Crumley, LWC Consulting, personal communication). Because
specific water quality data were not available for Gaddis, Rock, William, and Garrard
Creeks, they were not rated and remain a data need.

Water Quantity in the Gaddis, Rock, Garrard, Independence, and Lincoln Sub-Basins

Phinney and Bucknell (1975) noted low summer flows as a limiting factor in all of these
streams. The low flow conditions are worsened by the numerous water withdrawals in
the area, especially in Wildcat Creek (a Lincoln tributary), upper Lincoln Creek,
Independence Creek, Garrard Creek, and Williams Creek (Wampler et al. 1993). Base
flows have not been met in several of these creeks resulting in the following streams
closed to further water appropriations: Garrard Creek, Lincoln Creek, Williams Creek
and Rock Creek (DOE 1998). Because these streams are used by coho salmon, adequate
summer flows are important, and the low flow conditions result in "poor" ratings for
water quantity for each of these streams.

Historically, the majority of land cover consisted of Douglas fir (Fredriksen and Harr
1979). During precipitation events, these types of forests temporarily capture from 24 to
35% of the rainfall (Dingman 1994). The loss or change of vegetative cover can
contribute to an increase in peak flows that results in increased bank erosion and riverbed
scour, degrading salmonid habitat. The Lincoln Creek WAU has a greatly altered land
cover with large percentages of forests lost (16%) or converted to hardwoods (48%)
(Figure 41) (data from Lunetta et al. 1997). The Garrard Creek WAU has similar
conditions with 14% of forest cover converted to other uses and 47% existing as
hardwoods (Figure 42) (data from Lunetta et al. 1997). These areas rate "poor" for water
quantity due to a likely impact on peak flow events. However, considerable areas of
lower Lincoln Creek, Gaddis Creek, lower Rock Creek, and lower Garrard Creek
historically consisted of hardwoods. A more thorough land cover analysis is needed that
considers these historic vegetation types.



Figure 41. Vegetative Land cover Type in the Lincoln Creek WAU (data from
Lunetta et al. 1997).
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Figure 42. Vegetative Land cover Type in the Garrard Creek WAU (data from
Lunetta et al. 1997).
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Biological Processes in the Gaddis, Rock, Garrard, Independence, and Lincoln Sub-
Basins

Nutrient cycling is assessed for this report by the attainment of escapement goals, but all
of the salmon and steelhead stocks in these watersheds are managed as part of a much
larger population that extends throughout most of WRIA 23. Two species of salmon or
steelhead (coho and winter steelhead) were documented in many of these streams



(Streamnet 1999). Coho salmon escapements throughout WRIA 23 have declined in the
1990s (John Linth, WDFW, personal communication), but data are needed specific to
each of these streams. Winter steelhead were classified as "healthy” in SASSI (WDFW
and WWTIT 1994). In addition, small numbers of fall chinook have been documented in
Rock Creek. Fall chinook are also a part of a larger population that extends throughout
much of WRIA 23, and this stock is listed as "healthy" in SASSI (WDFW and WWTIT
1994). However, without specific information regarding escapement estimates to each of
these streams for each salmonid stock, biological processes are not rated based upon
escapement levels.

Nutrient cycling is "poor"” in Gaddis Creek due to a culvert that blocked a considerable
quantity of habitat. That culvert has been replaced. Biological processes is rated "poor"
in Rock and Williams Creeks for several reasons. The index of macroinvertebrates is
noted as "impaired” in Merritt et al. (1999). Also, two barriers exist in upper Rock
Creek, reducing fish access and nutrient cycling. One barrier is a set of cascades caused
by historic timber management, while the other is a logging road culvert (Lonnie
Crumley, LWC Consulting, personal communication).



Habitat Limiting Factors in the Black River, Cedar Creek, Gibson Creek, and
Porter Creek Sub-Basins

Loss of Access in the Black River, Cedar, Gibson, and Porter Creek Sub-Basins

Due to the low gradient of the drainages in these streams, salmon and steelhead have
historically accessed the upper basins. The WDFW SSHEAR Program conducted a
culvert assessment on Thurston County roads in the Black River drainage, and those
culverts are listed in Table 23. It is likely that not all of the blockages to salmon and
steelhead are documented in this area. In addition to the SSHEAR database, the only
other barrier data comes from Wampler et al. (1993), which list two culvert fish
blockages on a tributary to upper Waddell Creek and four logjams in tributaries to
Waddell Creek. The Porter Creek drainage has one culvert blockage and nine logjams
documented as fish passage barriers (Wampler et al. 1993). Cedar Creek has one culvert
blockage in the very upper basin, and Gibson Creek has one logjam barrier in a mid-
drainage tributary. Listing logjams as barriers to salmon movement is contradictory to
what we know today. Logjams create complex habitat features, store sediment, and
divert water to off-channel habitat. Most logjams are beneficial. Detrimental logjams are
those comprised of logging debris, and located within confined channels. Because a
thorough inventory of culverts has not been conducted in the Porter, Gibson, and Cedar
Creek drainages, those areas are not rated for access conditions and are listed as a data
need. It is not known whether the logjams listed in Wampler et al. (1993) are beneficial
or detrimental.

One notable barrier in this area is the lost access to Black Lake. Black River chinook,
coho and chum salmon historically spawned in tributaries to Black Lake and used the
lake and upper Black River for rearing. However in 1922, the Black River Ditch was
excavated at the north end of the lake to help control flooding. Since then, the ditch has
downcut, draining increasing amounts of water. This results in less flow to the Black
River. In the 1960s, a gas pipeline was constructed across the Black River. The
decreased flows, wetland filling, and pipeline crossing with accumulated beaver debris
have all combined to block access to the upper Black River (upstream of the confluence
of Dempsey Creek) and Black Lake, except during high flows (J. Roach, Association of
Black Lake Enhancement, personal communication; Hawkins 2000). It has also resulted
in reversing the water flow of the upper Black River into Black Lake, which then flows
via the ditch to Puget Sound. Salmon that currently spawn in tributaries to Black Lake
are stray chinook salmon from a salmon net pen operation in Budd Inlet and coho
hatchery strays (J Roach, Black Lake resident, personal communication). There is no
screen installed at the lake outlet to Black River Ditch, which allows Puget Sound salmon
to access Black Lake and potentially intermingle with Chehalis origin salmonids. The
access problems in the upper Black River result in a "poor" access rating.



Table 23. Culvert Barriers to Salmon and Steelhead Rearing and Spawning Habitat
(WDFW SSHEAR 2000)

Road Name Watershed Tributary Township, Range, Habitat
Section Upstream
(meters)
Porter Creek Rd Porter Creek | Porter Cr. Trib | 17N, 05W, 14NW NA
Little Rock Rd Black River Trib 23.0663 16N, 03W, 27 322
Old Highway 99 | Black River | Beaver Cr. 16N, 01W, 7 NA
Trib
Old Highway 99 | Black River | Beaver Cr. 16N, 01W, 6 NA
Trib
Case Rd SW Black River Beaver Cr. 16N, 02W, 8 800
Trib
Alpine Rd Black River | Lehman Creek | 17N, 03W, 11 240
Waddell Cr Rd Black River Pants Creek 17N, 03W, 10 562
Waddell Cr Rd Black River Pants Creek 17N, 03W, 15NE NA
Private Dr.
Waddell Cr Rd Black River Pants Creek 17N, 03W, 10 NA
Fairview Rd SW Black Lake Trib 23.0693 17N, 02W, 8 NA
Fairview Rd SW Black Lake Trib 23.0694 17N, 02W, 5 1837
Fairview Rd SW Black Lake Trib 23.0694 17N, 02W, 5 NA

(double culverts)




Floodplain Conditions in the Black River, Cedar, Gibson, and Porter Creek Sub-Basins

The floodplains of these streams range from the highly developed residential lands
surrounding Black Lake, to agricultural land along the lower 10 miles of Black River,
Beaver Creek, Salmon Creek and Blooms Ditch, and to commercial timberlands along
Dempsey, Waddell, Porter, Cedar and Gibson Creeks. The only undeveloped or
unaltered floodplains in these streams are the wetlands along the middle and upper
reaches of Black River.

The low gradients of the floodplains provide ideal conditions for beaver colonization and
an abundance of off-channel habitats preferred by juvenile coho salmon. Beaver
impounded wetlands provide important off-channel rearing area for juvenile coho salmon
during seasonal high water periods, and submerged vegetation and woody debris
associated with beaver ponds provide excellent cover for rearing salmon. Beaver ponds
also create a nutrient sink, which increases productivity of aquatic invertebrates, both in
the ponds, and in tributaries downstream of the ponds. Beaver dams provide storage
areas of fine sediment, and stabilize flows during high water events as water is stored in
ponds and released slowly over the beaver dams (Cederholm et al. 2000).

Much of the off-channel and floodplain habitat has been filled, drained, or channelized in
the lower reaches of these drainages for residential and agricultural development. The
eastern tributaries of the Black River, such as Bloom’s Ditch, Salmon, Allen and Beaver
Creeks, have been channelized for irrigation (Washington Department of Game 1980).
Besides agricultural development, there has been some confinement of stream channels in
the analysis area from roads and the railroad. County roads are located in the lower
valleys along the lower 3 miles of Porter Creek and 8 miles of Cedar Creek, but the
extent of actual confinement in these stretches needs quantification. Approximately 1
mile of lower Black River, immediately upstream of the Highway 12 crossing, is
confined by the railroad grade on the east side of the river.

Bank hardening is a common type of floodplain impact. About 42 sites of riprap have
been documented in the Black River sub-basin, in addition to slightly less than one mile
of channelization (Wampler et al. 1993). The riprap is located along the lower Black
River, Waddell Creek and Salmon Creek. In the Gibson and Cedar Creeks, 13 sites of
bank hardening were noted, with no documentation of channelization. In the Porter
watershed, eight sites of riprap were recorded with no stream channelization.

Splash dams were not as extensively used in this area relative to the Humptulips,
Wishkah, Hoquiam and South Grays Harbor sub-basins, but there were two splash dams
in Mima Creek and three in South Fork Porter Creek (Ellison Timber 1982). The impacts
of splash dams specific to these creeks is not documented, but it is well documented that
the impacts from splash dam operations on fish habitat and channel shape are extensive
and slow to recover (Napolitano 1998). Channel incision and removal of large woody
debris and gravel were the primary impacts of splash dams on small creeks. This
information is discussed in detail in the Humptulips River and Wishkah, Hoquiam and
South Grays Harbor sections.



Channel incision is commonly seen in streams located in areas that are heavily managed
for timber production or have served as splash dam sites. Cedar Creek has areas of
channel incision (Lonnie Crumley, LWC Consulting, personal communication), which
results in a "poor" rating, with the note that more data are needed to clarify the extent of
impact. Channel conditions are not known for Gibson and Porter Creeks. Because South
Fork Porter Creek has had three splash dams in the past, it is likely that the channel
conditions are degraded.

Without quantifiable data, the floodplain ratings for many of these watersheds cannot be
rated, with the exception of Salmon Creek, Beaver Creek, Bloom's Ditch, and Allen
Creek, which have substantial off-channel loss and channelization impacts and are rated
"poor”. Also, channel incision has been noted in Cedar Creek, which is also rated "poor”
with a note that more data are needed to define the extent of impact. However, the above
information indicates considerable floodplain impacts have occurred within the Black
River sub-basin due to wetland filling, rip-rap, channelization, and past splash dams. A
data need is to quantify the loss and recommend restoration and protection actions for
floodplain habitat.

Streambed Sediment Conditions in the Black River, Cedar, Gibson, and Porter Creek
Sub-Basins

There is no information on landslide hazards in the Black River, Cedar, Gibson, and
Porter Creek sub-basins. The relatively low gradients of the watersheds and moderate
topography of these drainages would suggest a relatively low hazard for landslides.

Information on the potential of sediment input from surface erosion is more readily
available. Livestock access to streams was documented for nearly a mile in the Porter
Creek watershed, 2.6 miles in Cedar and Gibson Creek, and 23.9 miles in the Black River
drainage (Wampler et al. 1993). Livestock exclusion fencing projects and the closure of
two major dairy farms in the Black River drainage have reduced some of the sediment
inputs from grazing. Bank vegetation loss from timber and unknown sources also has the
potential of creating sediment input to streams by exposing more soils to erosive sources.
Porter Creek has over 4.9 miles of banks with bank vegetation loss, Cedar and Gibson
Creeks have 2.2 miles of vegetation loss, and the Black River drainage 23 miles of bank
vegetation loss (Wampler et al. 1993).

Bank erosion sites were numerous throughout Mima and Waddell Creeks, and also
located in Salmon Creek and lower Beaver Creek. A total of 82 bank erosion sites (6.4
miles) were recorded in the Black River drainage. In the smaller Porter drainage, 72 (2.6
miles) sites of bank erosion were noted, and 52 sites (3088 feet) were recorded in the
Gibson and Cedar Creek sub-basins (Wampler et al. 1993).

Road densities are high in these drainages, ranging from over 4.5 miles of road per square
mile in Black River to just under 3 mi/sg. mi. in Porter and Cedar Creeks (Lunetta et al.
1997). Drainages with higher road densities have a higher potential of increased delivery
of sediment to streams from road run-off, because roads can serve as a conduit for
transport of fine sediment to the streams at stream crossings. Road-related sediment
transport results from exposed soil, such as clearcuts and landings. Based on road



densities, sedimentation conditions are “poor” in the Black River and “fair” in the Porter
and Cedar and Gibson Creek sub-basins.

No data were found regarding large woody debris levels in any of the streams in this
analysis area. Large woody debris was once believed to be a hazard to salmon
migrations, and was purposely removed from channels. Later, studies have shown that
LWD was a benefit to streams and salmon. LWD traps gravel in the channel, deflects
current away from banks, provides structural complexity, and provides cover for fish. In
a low gradient system such as Black River, recruitment of new LWD is slow to recover.

Riparian Conditions in the Black River, Cedar, Gibson, and Porter Creek Sub-Basins

Because there was no riparian vegetation assessment available for the analysis area, high
elevation aerial photos at TerraServer.com and at the Thurston County Water Resources
Web Page were reviewed to determine riparian conditions on a broad scale. The only
information available on riparian vegetation in the analysis area was from an inventory of
vegetation in the Black River drainage that provided a brief description of riparian
vegetation types (Washington Department of Game 1980).

Riparian Conditions in the Black River

The Black River is different in character from many Olympic Peninsula rivers in that it
flows through large expanses of swamp, marsh, and sloughs surrounded by relatively
undisturbed riparian habitat. The forested riparian areas consist of hemlock, Douglas fir,
western red cedar, and Sitka spruce. Typically, red alder are found in the disturbed
riparian areas, but natural red alder and Oregon ash riparian areas are also common since
there is an abundance of poorly drained soils in the low gradient drainage (Washington
Department Game 1980). A unique vegetation feature in the Black River drainage are
the mounded prairies in the Mima Mounds Natural Area Preserve, all other mounded
prairie habitat has been developed or invaded by Scotch Broom (Washington Department
Game 1980).

The lower 9 miles of Black River flows through agricultural lands with only a narrow
buffer of trees in most areas. Riparian conditions in this lower 9-mile reach are “poor”
(Map 4b). From RM 9 to RM 17, the river flows though wetland and marsh habitat,
where the riparian vegetation is dominated by grasses, rushes and sedges with willow, red
alder, black cottonwood, and some western red cedar comprising a sparse over-story
(Washington Department Game 1980). Because riparian vegetation in this reach is
native, the riparian conditions are considered “good”. However, the naturally sparse
over-story does not provide much stream canopy to reduce summer water temperatures.
Between RM 17 and 20, the Black River flows through residential and agricultural land
near the community of Littlerock where riparian vegetation overall is rated as “poor”
(Map 4b). Upstream of RM 20 to the outlet of Black Lake (river mile 25) the river flows
through native wetland habitat with extensive beaver activity, where riparian conditions
are rated “good”. Tree canopy conditions were listed as degraded in the lower Black
River, lower Beaver Creek, and parts of Mima and Salmon Creeks (Wampler et al. 1993).
In all, over 26 miles of lost tree canopy was documented in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service report (Wampler et al. 1993).



Riparian Conditions in Cedar Creek and Gibson Creek

The lower 2 miles of Cedar Creek are primarily agricultural land, where riparian
conditions are “poor”, except for "fair" conditions along the lower 0.5 mile near the
confluence with the Chehalis River (Map 4b). From RM 2 to 7.5, the managed
timberlands have adequate riparian buffers in “good” condition. Upstream of RM 7.5,
the riparian canopy is “poor” due to clear-cut harvest units. A total of 3.2 miles of lost
tree canopy was documented in the Cedar and Gibson Creek drainages (Wampler et al.
1993).

The lower 0.5-mile of Gibson Creek is bordered by agricultural land consisting of “poor”
riparian conditions (Map 4b). From the agricultural land upstream to approximately RM
1.8, there have been recent clear-cuts having “poor” riparian buffer conditions (DNR
Data Viewer 2000). The remainder of the drainage is comprised of managed timberlands
with mostly “good” riparian conditions. In general, the Cedar and Gibson Creek WAU
consists of no late-seral stage riparian trees, 34% mid-seral stage trees, 6% early seral
stage conifer, 44% hardwoods, and 16% non-forest (Figure 43) (Lunetta et al. 1997).
Using our criteria, 60% of the riparian conditions in this WAU are rated “poor”.

Riparian Conditions in Porter Creek

The lower 2 miles of Porter Creek consists of rural residential and agricultural lands, with
the remainder of the drainage is managed timber in the Capital Forest. While only 1.2
miles of tree canopy loss was recorded in the Porter Creek sub-basin (Wampler et al.
1993), overall riparian conditions are mostly “poor” using data from Lunetta et al. (1997).
These “poor” conditions consist of 39% hardwoods and 16% non-forest riparian areas
(Figure 43). In addition, there are 40% mid-seral stage conifer riparian buffers and 6%
early seral stage buffers.



Figure 43. Riparian Conditions in the Black River, Porter Creek, and Gibson/Cedar
Creek Sub-Basins (data from Lunetta et al. 1997).
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Water Quality Conditions in the Black River, Cedar, Gibson, and Porter Creek Sub-
Basins

The low gradient and long reaches of wetlands drained by the Black River creates a
unique palustrine river that stratifies similar to a lake. The river has a deep stretch with
naturally low dissolved oxygen levels in the lower zone of the stratified reach. The
combination of low water velocity, high nutrient concentrations, high productivity, and
stratified pools increases the risk of anoxia in the lower Black River. This condition has
been magnified from land use practices along the river, which became apparent during
the 1989 Black River fish kill, which resulted in the death of adult chinook salmon
(Pickett 1992). Evaluation never identified a specific source, but it was documented that
low dissolved oxygen with high nutrient levels and warm water temperatures caused the
fish kills. The study concluded that the increase in nutrients and aquatic plant density
downstream of RM 10 worsens water quality because high productivity typically leads to
dramatic swings in oxygen concentrations. This is particularly troublesome in a stream
like the Black River, which has a very low velocity and thus little capacity for physical



aeration (DOE 1989). Nutrient levels can be increased by several possible sources
including agriculture and aquaculture, both were operating during the fish kill period.

Since the 1989 fish kill, there have been numerous sampling programs and clean-up plans
that have improved water quality associated with dairy farms (Sargent 1996a and 1996b).
Between 1991 and 1995 best management practices were implemented at the Black River
Ranch which included installation of a waste management system, overwinter waste
storage pond, water conservation practices, and eventually reduction in herd size. Water
quality improved above standards for ammonia, nitrogen, total phosphorus, and turbidity.
However, Black River continues to be on the 303(d) List for warm water temperature
(Butkis 1999), and is a segment within the upper Chehalis dissolved oxygen TMDL
(Jennings and Pickett 2000). Besides natural conditions that result in relatively low
dissolved oxygen levels, urban stormwater, fertilizers, and dairy farms are identified as
impacts that further decrease dissolved oxygen levels.

Thurston County Environmental Health Division has annually monitored water quality in
Black Lake since 1992 to assess conditions for public use. Evaluations included stratified
sampling for pH, temperature, dissolved oxygen, and nutrient levels. The lake is
thermally stratified during June, July and August, with surface water temperatures above
20°C. Temperatures below the four-meter thermocline have reached 18.5°C with
depleted dissolved oxygen levels. High total phosphorus levels during summer months
result in blue-green algae blooms, which could decrease oxygen levels (Thurston County
1993 and 1999; DOE 2000). In 1992, total phosphorus levels at the bottom of the lake
were 0.424 mg/l in June, 0.037 in July, and 0.333 in August. The summer 1998 samples
were 0.022 mg/l in June, 0.032 in July and 0.093 in August (Thurston County 1993 and
1999). Total phosphorus concentrations during summer sampling have decreased
between 1992 and 1998, but Black Lake continues to be on the DOE 303(d) List of
impaired waters for total phosphorus levels over the standard of 0.05 mg/I (Pickett 1997).

Raising the level of Black Lake by installing a control structure at Black Lake Ditch and
removing the vegetative buildup at the gas pipeline, would reestablish an outlet to Black
River, and would increase flows to the Black River to a more historical, normal range.
However, this is a controversial proposal because flow through the ditch contributes to
Percival Creek, which supplies fish habitat for stray hatchery chinook and coho from
south Puget Sound stocks. Another concern is that the exotic fish species in Black Lake
will prey on juvenile salmonids. Also, water quality sampling in Black Lake will need to
be evaluated to determine if lake water would further contaminate Black River.
(Thurston County Environmental Health Division). Lake water quality has improved
since several Black Lake residential septic systems were upgraded (J. Roach, personal
communication). The Association of Black Lake Enhancement has been proposing to
open Black River with the objective of enhancing salmon production in Black Lake and
River. Because of the preponderance of water quality and flow problems in Black River,
the Black Lake drainage issue is very important to the fish resources in the Black River.
It needs to be studied and all aspects of a change need to be considered.

No water quality data were found for Porter Creek, Gibson Creek, and Cedar Creek.
However, because these areas have considerable components of "poor™ riparian



conditions, water quality monitoring should be a priority. Water quality is not rated for
these streams.

Water Quantity Conditions in the Black River, Cedar, Gibson, and Porter Creek Sub-
Basins

The hydrology of the Black River has been severely altered after the Black Lake Ditch
was excavated at the north end of Black Lake in 1922, 1952, and 1976. Originally, Black
Lake drained into Black River, but the Black Lake ditch was developed at the other end
of the lake to help control flooding of private property along Black Lake. However, as
the ditch down-cut, it became the primary outlet for Black Lake. Since then, the wetlands
near the upper Black River have slowly filled in, resulting in greatly decreased flows into
Black River except during flooding (J. Roach, Association of Black Lake Enhancement;
Hawkins 2000). Thurston County Environmental Health Division currently identifies
Black Lake as part of the Puget Sound drainage (Thurston County Environmental Health
Department 2000). The Chehalis River Basin Action Plan also indicates that Black Lake
drains to Black Lake Ditch and then to Percival Creek, except during flooding (LCCD
1993). However, it acknowledges that Black River is hydrologically connected to Black
Lake via ground water.

These flow and access problems were further exacerbated in 1965, when a gas pipeline
was constructed across the river. The pipeline excavation had left spoils along the sides
of the pipeline trench, and subsequently, beaver dam debris and vegetative dams have
developed in the area. This resulted in a reversal of the wetland drainage, such that the
upper 1.5 miles of Black River flows north into Black Lake. These changes in the natural
hydrology of the river have worsened the summer low flow conditions, contributing to
warm water temperatures and low dissolved oxygen levels. In addition, the Black River,
Beaver Creek, and Salmon Creek are closed to further consumptive water appropriations
in the dry season (DOE 1988). Numerous water withdrawals were documented in the
lower Black River, near the mouth of Beaver Creek, and in Salmon Creek (Wampler et
al. 1993). For these reasons, water quantity conditions in the Black River are rated
“poor”.

Direct measurements of streamflow in the Porter Creek sub-basin ceased in 1948, with no
direct flow information for Cedar Creek or Gibson Creek. Because of that, flow trends or
comparison of current flows to established base flows is not possible. However, some
information regarding impacts to flows can be derived indirectly. High flow events can
increase in frequency and magnitude when other types of land cover vegetation replace
native, mature conifer forests. Figure 44 shows recent land cover vegetation types in
each of the sub-basins. Gibson and Porter Creek sub-basins have predominately mid- to
late seral stage conifer and are rated “good” for hydrologic maturity. Water withdrawals
from Porter Creek and Gibson/Cedar Creeks were uncommon with only two potential
withdrawals noted in Porter Creek and three in Gibson and Cedar Creeks (Wampler et al.
1993).

The land cover vegetation for the Black River WAU was not rated because significant
quantities of prairie land are native to these areas, and the natural levels of conifer forest
are atypical. However, Waddell Creek is historically a conifer-dominated area. Less



than 40% of this WAU consists of mid- to late seral stage vegetation, which results in a
"poor" rating for hydrologic maturity (data from Lunetta et al. 1997).

Figure 44. Land cover Vegetation in the Black River, Gibson/Cedar Creek and
Porter Creek Sub-Basins (data from Lunetta et al. 1997).
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Conditions of Lakes in the Black River Sub-Basin

In addition to Black Lake, there are seven small lakes (5 to 67 acres) in the Black River
drainage. Deep and Scott Lake are heavily used for recreation and have extensive
residential development. Deep Lake is within Millersylvania State Park, which draws
500,000 visitors annually (LCCD 1993).

Since 1992, Thurston County Environmental Health Division has annually monitored
water quality in Black Lake to assess conditions for public use. Evaluations include
stratified sampling for pH, temperature, dissolved oxygen, and nutrient levels. The lake
is thermally stratified during June, July and August, with surface water temperatures
above 20°C. Temperatures below the four-meter thermocline sometimes reach 18.5°C
with depleted dissolved oxygen levels. High total phosphorus levels during summer
months resulted in blue-green algae blooms that can result in low dissolved oxygen levels
(Thurston County 1993 and 1999; DOE 2000). In 1992, total phosphorus levels at the
bottom of the lake were 0.424 mg/l in June, 0.037 in July, and 0.333 in August. The
summer 1998 samples were 0.022 mg/l in June, 0.032 in July and 0.093 in August
(Thurston County 1992 and 1999). Total phosphorus concentrations during summer
sampling have decreased between 1992 and 1998, but Black Lake continues to be on the




most recent updates (1996 & 1998) of the DOE 303(d) List of impaired waters for total
phosphorus levels over the standard of 0.05 mg/I (Pickett 1997).

Biological Processes in the Black River, Gibson Creek and Cedar Creek Sub-Basins

Nutrient cycling is assessed for this report by the attainment of escapement goals, but all
of the salmon and steelhead stocks in these watersheds are managed as part of a much
larger population that extends throughout most of WRIA 23. Two species of salmon or
steelhead (coho and winter steelhead) were documented in many of these streams
(Streamnet 1999). Coho salmon escapements throughout WRIA 23 have declined in the
1990s (John Linth, WDFW, personal communication), and winter steelhead are classified
as "healthy" in SASSI (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). In addition, fall chinook salmon are
present in these streams, but are also a part of a larger population that extends throughout
much of WRIA 23, and this stock is listed as "healthy" in SASSI (WDFW and WWTIT
1994). Chum salmon are found in this area and are listed as "healthy" in SASSI, but are
reduced in distribution, although data from are lacking to determine a reduction in
numbers from earlier time periods. However, because the data are not specific to the
Black River, Porter Creek, Gibson Creek or Cedar Creek, nutrient cycling is not rated.
More work is needed to better clarify salmonid distribution and abundance in these
streams.



Habitat Limiting Factors in the Scatter and Prairie Creek Sub-Basins

Loss of Access in the Scatter Creek and Prairie Creek Sub-Basins

Barrier information was obtained from the Salmonid Screening, Habitat Enhancement
and Restoration Division of WDFW, the Washington State Department of Transportation
(Johnson et al. 1999) and by personal communication with Jeanne Kinney (Thurston
County). Four culverts within the Scatter Creek watershed were documented by WDFW,
but one of those (Vantine Road) has been replaced (Jeanne Kinney, personal
communication). The other three culverts are listed below and should be field verified
for fish passage prior to restoration plans. This quantity of blockages is low, resulting in
a "good" rating for access conditions in Scatter Creek.

1) A culvert associated with tributary 23.0720 (near RM 0.25) blocks about 2 miles of
coho habitat. Burlington Northern Railroad is the landowner (WDFW 1998).

2) A culvert and earthen dam on a tributary to Dry Creek (near RM 0.35) blocks about
0.21 miles of coho habitat (WDFW 1998).

3) A culvert associated with tributary 23.0721 is blocking an unknown quantity of coho
habitat on Burlington Northern Railroad property (WDFW 1998).

Floodplain Conditions in the Scatter Creek and Prairie Creek Sub-Basins

In 1999, the Thurston Conservation District surveyed Scatter Creek. Within their
sampled sections, side-channel habitat was uncommon except between RM 11 and 12
(Thurston Conservation District 1999). The lack of side-channel habitat was uncommon
both in undeveloped areas, as well as in developed reaches, suggesting that this is a
naturally limiting habitat feature (Scott Brummer, Thurston Conservation District,
personal communication).

Several types of floodplain impacts have been documented in Scatter Creek.
Channelization extends for over 2 miles, and bank hardening (riprap) was documented
for 5659' of stream bank (Wampler et al. 1993). Although this quantity of floodplain
impact is relatively low for the stream length, the impact might have greater importance
because of the low frequency of side-channel and off-channel habitat. Using our rating
system, this results in a "good" rating for floodplain conditions, but future impacts to the
Scatter Creek floodplain should be avoided. No information on the floodplain conditions
for Prairie Creek were found.

Streambed Sediment Conditions in the Scatter Creek and Prairie Creek Sub-Basins

Sediment quantity is rated as "poor™ in the Scatter and Prairie Creek sub-basins. Road
density is very high, an estimated 5.3 mi road/sq. mi watershed (Lunetta et al. 1997), and
excess sedimentation is specifically noted for nearly 8.5 miles (Wampler et al. 1993). In
addition, livestock access is documented for 11.7 miles, and general bank erosion is
documented 0.9 miles (Wampler et al. 1993).



Sediment quality is mostly "poor" in Scatter Creek, with four out of five sampled
segments containing more than 17% fine sediments (Thurston Conservation District
1999). These "poor" rated segments are located near RMs 1, 8, 11.5, and 12.5. One of
these segments (near RM 8) contains 44.9% fines. One additional segment rates "fair",
and is located near RM 5.

Channel conditions are generally poor within Scatter Creek. The width to depth ratio was
measured at 10 different sites from RM 1 to 14.3, and all samples were greater than 12,
which is rated as "not functioning” (Thurston Conservation District 1999). The average
width to depth ratio in Scatter Creek was greater than 20.

Instream large woody debris (LWD) rated "good" in most sampled segments of Scatter
Creek (near RMs 1, 5, 6, 7.5, 10, 10.6) (Thurston Conservation District 1999). "Fair"
ratings were located near RMs 8, 11.5, and 12.5, and one segment near RM 9 rated
"poor" for instream LWD pieces per bank full width.

Riparian Conditions in the Scatter Creek and Prairie Creek Sub-Basins

Riparian conditions are generally "poor" along Scatter Creek (Map 4b). Most of the
riparian consists of open or hardwood areas (50%), which will be unable to supply
sufficient LWD in the future (Figure 45) (data from Lunetta et al. 1997). In addition,
another 40% of the riparian have been converted to other land uses such as agriculture,
urbanization, and residences. This type of conversion results in a lack of shade, an
inability to contribute to future LWD, and reduction in other processes, such as bank
stability and food web contribution. Only 7% of the riparian rated "good".

Shade conditions along Scatter Creek are generally poor. The mean canopy closure along
Scatter Creek is especially low near RMs 1, 5, 8, 9, and 12.5 with values of less than 35%
of complete coverage (Thurston Conservation District 1999). The remaining
measurements range from 47%-67%, none of which are considered adequate. Also, the
loss of tree canopy is listed as the greatest salmon habitat impact in Wampler et al.
(1993), and the loss is located along most of the mainstem Scatter Creek. They noted
about 17.6 miles of lost riparian canopy due to agricultural conversion and another 1.1
miles of loss due to other causes. Bank vegetation loss is estimated at 16.3 miles, with
most of the degradation due to unknown causes. The bank vegetation loss is located in
the lower reaches, as well as in a few dispersed areas in the upper sub-basin (Wampler et
al. 1993). Bank vegetation loss also extended along most of Prairie Creek.

The number of pools (percent pools of total area) are rated "good™ near RMs 1 and 6,
"fair" near RMs 8 and 11, and "poor" near RMs 5 and 9 (Thurston Conservation District
1999). However, the "good" rating near RM 6 is due to this segment being dry except for
one pool. Pool spacing (pool frequency) is worse. Pool frequency is rated "poor™ in all
of the sampled segments downstream of RM 11 in the mainstem Scatter Creek, and rated
"fair" in one additional segment between RM 11-12 (Thurston Conservation District
1999). Pools are relatively shallow as well, except near RM 1 where the mean residual
pool depth is 2.54m. The remaining sampled segments all measure less than 1m, and
these areas are located near RMs 6, 8, 9, 11, and 12 (Thurston Conservation District
1999).



Figure 45. Riparian Vegetation Type in the Scatter Creek WAU (data from Lunetta
et al. 1997).
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Water Quality in the Scatter Creek and Prairie Creek Sub-Basins

Scatter Creek is on the 1998 303(d) List for problems with water temperature, pH, and
fecal coliform (Jennings and Pickett 2000). Water temperatures have reached as high as
21°C, which results in a "poor" water quality rating. The primary contributor to the warm
water temperatures is likely the poor riparian conditions. The loss of tree canopy is listed
as the greatest salmon habitat impact in Wampler et al. (1993) and extends for most of
the mainstem of Scatter Creek. The mean canopy closure along Scatter Creek is
especially low near RMs 1, 5, 8, 9, and 12.5 with values of less than 35% of complete
coverage (Thurston Conservation District 1999). The remaining measurements ranged
from 47%-67%, none of which are considered adequate.

Livestock access has been extensive, documented for about 11.7 miles in the sub-basin
(Wampler et al. 1993). This is a likely cause of at least some of the fecal coliform
problems, as well as contributing to low dissolved oxygen levels.

Water Quantity in the Scatter Creek and Prairie Creek Sub-Basins

Low water flows have been identified in Scatter Creek and in Prairie Creek. In Prairie
Creek, much of the stream is dry during the summer, providing little rearing habitat for
salmonids (Phinney and Bucknell 1975). It is unknown how much of this is due to
natural conditions, and because of this, water quantity is not rated for Prairie Creek. Dry
stream reaches are also noted in Scatter Creek (Thurston CD 1999). Wampler et al.
(1993) documented four known withdrawals and one suspected withdrawal in the Scatter
Creek sub-basin, but this is a relatively low quantity of surface withdrawals. Of greater



concern is the high groundwater pumping rate that exists in the Scatter Creek sub-basin
(Envirovision 2000). Groundwater pumping can lower the water table, altering stream
flows. The impact of the high pumping rate on salmonids in this sub-basin is not known
and needs quantification. However, adequate concern exists that Scatter Creek is not
meeting base flow requirements that it has been closed to further appropriations from
May 1 through October 31 (Jennings and Pickett 2000). This resultsin a"poor" rating
for water quantity due to low flows.

Historically, the land cover consisted of forest in the headwaters with prairie land in the
middle and lower sections of the sub-basins (Thurston Conservation District 1999).
During precipitation events, the forested land cover temporarily captures from 24-35% of
the rainfall (Dingman 1994), which slows down the water inputs to streams in potential
flood events. In predominantly forested areas, the loss or change of vegetative cover can
contribute to an increase in peak flows that results in increased bank erosion and riverbed
scour, degrading salmonid habitat. However, in the Scatter and Prairie Creek sub-basins,
asignificant amount of prairie land exists, and the forested land cover data cannot be
applied with confidence. The data indicate that currently most of the land (48%) is used
for agriculture or urban (data from Lunetta et al. 1997). The remaining categories are
shown in Figure 46. No rating is assigned to land cover type given the uncertainty of the
guantity of conversion. Further data collection and analysis is needed to fill this data gap.



Figure 46. Land cover Vegetation in the Scatter Creek Sub-Basin (data from
Lunetta et al. 1997).
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Biological Processes in the Scatter Creek and Prairie Creek Sub-Basins

Nutrient cycling is assessed for this report by the attainment of escapement goals, but all
of the salmonid stocks in the Scatter Creek watershed are managed as part of a much
larger population that extends throughout most of WRIA 23. Two species of salmon or
steelhead (coho and winter steelhead) were documented for Scatter Creek in the SASSI
report (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). In addition, chum salmon and summer steelhead
were mentioned in an assessment by Thurston Conservation District (1999). Coho
salmon escapements throughout WRIA 23 have declined in the 1990s (John Linth,
WDFW, personal communication), but data specific to Scatter Creek do not show a
declining trend (WDFW, Montesano, unpublished data). Winter steelhead are classified
as "healthy" in SASSI (WDFW and WWTIT 1994). No data are available for summer
steelhead production, and chum salmon were listed as "healthy”. To summarize, most
stocks with existing data indicate that levels have not declined from recent historic
numbers. However, because the data are not specific to Scatter Creek, nutrient cycling is
not rated. While it would be more appropriate to compare to historic numbers, such
information is not available.



Habitat Limiting Factors in the Skookumchuck Sub-Basin

Loss of Access for Anadromous Salmonids in the Skookumchuck Sub-Basin

Data Sources

Lewis County (Rodney Lakey, Lewis County, personal communication) documented
most of the barriers listed in this section. Additional barrier information was obtained
from the Salmonid Screening, Habitat Enhancement and Restoration Division of WDFW,
the Washington State Department of Transportation (Johnson et al. 1999), and the Upper
Skookumchuck Watershed Analysis (Weyerhaeuser 1997). The culvert assessment by
Lewis County has been completed through its first level. In an additional study, they
plan to further inventory habitat upstream of barriers and assess whether each culvert
blocks fish habitat access. Because analysis of habitat upstream of culverts and the
extent of fish impact have not been done, we are unable to fully rate the condition of
access issues in this sub-basin.

Blockages in the Skookumchuck Sub-Basin

Culverts should be field verified for fish passage prior to restoration planning, and those
with “unknown fish presence” need further assessment to determine if they impact
salmonids or not. Priority order was not assigned.

The greatest impediment to salmonid distribution in the Skookumchuck sub-basin is the
Skookumchuck Dam located at RM 21.9. The dam currently blocks passage to all
anadromous fish, but steelhead trout are trucked to stream reaches upstream of the dam.
It is estimated that 3.6 miles of spring and fall chinook mainstem habitat was lost when
the dam was constructed, along with 8 miles of coho salmon habitat (Weyerhaeuser
1997).

In the upper Skookumchuck sub-basin, only two blocking culverts were identified as
problems for steelhead (Weyerhaeuser 1997). One of these is located at RM 1.5 on
Hospital Creek at the 2000 Road. The other is located near RM 1.2 on Twelve Creek,
and is associated with the 2200 Road.

Many culverts were identified in the Skookumchuck River downstream of the dam, as
well as in the Hanaford Creek and China Creek sub-basins. These are listed in Table 24,
and are not assigned priority order. The high number of potentially blocking culverts in
Hanaford and China Creeks suggests that fish habitat access conditions might be a major
problem and an assessment to define the impact should be a high priority. Also, the very
high road density (5.4-6.0 mi/sg. mi) also suggests that road-related problems, such as
culverts and sedimentation, should be a concern.



Table 24. Blockages in the Lower Skookumchuck, Hanaford, and China Watersheds
(Rodney Lakey, Lewis County).

Road Name Watershed Township, Fish Notes
Range, Section Presence
Halliday Rd Hanaford Cr. 14N, 02W, 3NW | Yes Chinook, coho
Lundberg Rd China Cr. 14N, 02W, 4NE Unknown
Lundberg Rd China Cr. 14N, 02W, 4NE | Yes
Lundberg Rd China Cr. 14N, 02W, 4NE | Yes
Lundberg Rd China Cr. 14N, 02W, 4NE | Yes
McAtee Rd China Cr. 14N, 02W, 3SW | Yes Coho
McAtee Rd China Cr. 14N, 02W, 3SW | Yes Coho
McAtee Rd China Cr. 14N, 02W, 3SW | Yes Coho
McAtee Rd China Cr. 14N, 02W, 3SW | Yes Coho
McAtee Rd China Cr. 14N, 02W, 3SW | Yes Coho
Loop Rd China Cr. 14N, 02W, 3NW | Yes
Grimes Rd China Cr. 14N, 02W, 11SE | Yes
Little Hanaford Rd 14N, 02W, 3NW | Yes
Little Hanaford Rd 14N, 02W, 2SW | Yes
Little Hanaford Rd South Hanaford Cr. 14N, 02W, 7SE Yes
Little Hanaford Rd South Hanaford Cr. 14N, 02W, 7SE Yes
Little Hanaford Rd South Hanaford Cr. 14N, 02W, 17NW | Yes
Little Hanaford Rd South Hanaford Cr. 14N, 02W, 17NW | Yes
Little Hanaford Rd South Hanaford Cr. 14N, 02W, 17SW | Yes
Little Hanaford Rd South Hanaford Cr. 14N, 02W, 17SE | Yes
Little Hanaford Rd South Hanaford Cr. 14N, 02W, 16NW | Yes
Little Hanaford Rd South Hanaford Cr. 14N, 02W, 16NW | Yes
Jones Rd South Hanaford Cr. 14N, 01W, 17 Yes
Jones Rd South Hanaford Cr. 14N, 01W, 17 Yes
Jones Rd South Hanaford Cr. 14N, 01W, 17 Yes
Wigley Rd Hanaford Cr. 15N, 02W, 27SW | Unknown
Teitzel Rd South Hanford Cr. 14N, 02W, 1NE Yes
Teitzel Rd South Hanford Cr. 14N, 02W, 1NE Yes
Big Hanaford Rd 15N, 01W, 27NW | Yes
Big Hanaford Rd Snyder Cr. 15N, 01W, 26SW | Unknown
Lowery Lane Skookumchuck Trib | 14N, 02W, 29SE | Yes
(Coffee Cr.)
Blair Rd Skookumchuck 15N, 02W, 31SE | Unknown

tributary




Road Name Watershed Township, Fish Notes
Range, Section Presence

Blair Rd Skookumchuck 15N, 02W, 31SE | Unknown
tributary

Blair Rd Skookumchuck 15N, 02W, 31NE | Unknown
tributary

Blair Rd Skookumchuck 15N, 02W, 31INE | Yes Runs under I-
tributary 5

Delano Rd Skookumchuck 15N, 02W, 31NE | Unknown
tributary

Reynolds Rd Skookumchuck 14N, 02W, 5NW | Yes
tributary

Reynolds Rd Skookumchuck 14N, 02W, 5NW | Yes
tributary

Reynolds Rd Skookumchuck 14N, 02W, 32SE | Unknown
Trib,Coffee Cr.

Big Hanaford Rd Packwood Cr. 15N, 01W, 30SW | Unknown

Big Hanaford Rd Snyder Cr. 14N, 01W, 29SE | Yes

Big Hanaford Rd Hanaford Cr. 15N, 01W, 28NW | Unknown

Big Hanaford Rd Hanaford Cr. 15N, 01W, 28NW | Yes

Big Hanaford Rd Hanaford Cr. 15N, 01W, 28NW | Unknown

Floodplain Impacts in the Skookumchuck Sub-Basin

In the Hanaford watershed, permanent side-channel and wetland habitat loss has been
significant, at an estimated 4.6 miles (SSHIAP 1997). Conversion of active channel to
inaccessible ponds also poses a considerable impact, spanning 8.25 miles of the lower
Hanaford watershed. Mining and agriculture have been the major causes of the changes,
due to ditching and pond construction for settlement of mine tailings. The settlement
ponds for mining encompass 1.6 linear miles of channel, and most of the ponds are
associated with dams and were developed in active channels (SSHIAP 1997). Roads in
the floodplains also impact streams by restricting lateral movement into floodplains and
increasing sedimentation. Floodplain roads are listed in Table 25. In the Hanaford
watershed, they account for an estimated 11.6 stream miles. Known salmon and
steelhead distribution span for roughly 47.5 miles throughout the Hanaford watershed.
Impacts from all known sources, except ditching and channel realignment, extend over 26
miles, or 55% of the salmon and steelhead distribution. This results in a “poor” rating for
floodplain condition in the Hanaford watershed. This is a conservative estimate because
bank hardening, ditching, and channel realignments are very significant impacts, and
were not included in this percentage because those data were merged with the
Skookumchuck River data.



Ditching and channel realignment have also impacted the floodplains and channel
conditions associated with the mainstem Skookumchuck River, Coffee Creek, Salmon
Creek, and Johnson Creek. The total impact of ditching and channel realignment is
estimated at 36 miles of stream, or 22% of the anadromous salmonid habitat in the lower
watershed, but much of that includes Hanaford Creek (SSHIAP 1997). Another type of
impact in the Skookumchuck River is bank hardening (rip-rap and dikes), which
encompasses 2.2 miles of the mainstem Skookumchuck from RMs 3 to 6 and parts of
Hanaford Creek (SSHIAP 1997). Floodplain roads and railways closely parallel an
estimated 3 miles of the mainstem Skookumchuck River, 0.8 miles of Salmon Creek, 2
miles of Johnson Creek, 3.4 miles of Thompson Creek, and 0.5 miles of an unnamed
tributary to the Skookumchuck River. The total known mainstem Skookumchuck
floodplain impacts account for a conservative estimate of 6 miles or 26.9% of the length
of the lower Skookumchuck River, resulting in a “fair” rating. “Fair” ratings are also
given to Johnson Creek and Thompson Creek for the length of stream impacted by
floodplain roads. To include ditching and channel realignment impacts, the entire lower
Skookumchuck sub-basin was examined. Out of a total of 185.1 miles of salmon and
steelhead habitat (SSHIAP 1997), 74 miles of floodplain is impacted. The percent impact
in the entire lower Skookumchuck sub-basin is 40%, a “fair” rating.

In the upper Skookumchuck sub-basin (upstream of the Skookumchuck Dam), many
channel segments are naturally confined, flowing through steep canyons. In these areas,
the floodplains are limited, and low gradient rearing habitat is naturally very low.
However, two human-caused floodplain impacts have been identified. One problem is
the encroachment of the Mainline Road into floodplain and riparian areas (Weyerhaeuser
1997). This occurs from RM 27 to 36.2, which is 68% of the upper Skookumchuck
mainstem steelhead distribution. Road impacts also occur from RM 0.2-1.4 in Twelve
Creek, and this results in a “poor” condition rating for the upper Skookumchuck
mainstem and Twelve Creek. Other road encroachments to the floodplain exist along
Laramie Creek (RM 0.2-1.1 and 0.3 miles in a tributary) and Range Creek (0.7-1.3),
resulting in “poor” floodplain conditions for these streams.

Channel incision in another floodplain impact in the upper Skookumchuck sub-basin, and
is caused by dam break floods (Weyerhaeuser 1997). A more detailed description of dam
break floods and causes is in the Streambed and Sediment Condition Chapter, below.
However, areas impacted by channel incision include long stretches of Eleven, Twelve,
Drop, Deer, Three Forks, Bigwater, Range, Fall, and Pheeney Creeks, as well as in the
mainstem headwaters (Weyerhaeuser 1997). These streams are rated as “poor” for
floodplain conditions.

In the China Creek watershed, the lowest two miles are contained in long culverts and
rock and concrete lined channels, which provide no useable streambed habitat for
salmonids (SCS 1977). This reach is rated "poor" for floodplain conditions. Floodplain
conditions upstream of that reach are unknown.



Table 25. Roads and Railroads in the Lower Skookumchuck Floodplain.

Stream

Range (RM) Impacted

Species Impacted

South Hanaford Cr.

Hanaford Cr.

Packwood Cr.

Packwood Trib. 23.0780
Packwood Trib. 23.0779
Skookumchuck Trib. 23.0790
Salmon Cr.

Johnson Cr.

Thompson Cr.

Skookumchuck R.

5.2-8.2 plus 0-2 miles in stream
23.0774

1.5-2.8, 10.4-11.5
1.3-3.9

0.0-0.8
0.0-0.3,2.0-2.5
0.0-0.5

1.1-1.9

1.8-3.8
0.4-1.4,3.2-5.6

3.4-3.9,6.7-8.3, 21.1-22

Coho, steelhead

Coho, steelhead
Coho, steelhead
Coho, steelhead
Coho, steelhead
Coho, steelhead
Coho, steelhead
Coho, steelhead
Coho, steelhead

Coho, steelhead

Streambed and Sediment Conditions in the Skookumchuck Sub-Basin

Road densities in the lower Skookumchuck sub-basin are very high (an average of 5.4
mi/sq mi) (Lunetta et al. 1997). Even greater road densities exist in the Hanaford Creek
watershed at 6.0 mi./sq. mi., and both watersheds are rated as “poor” for road density (see
Assessment Chapter for more details on ratings). While the predominant percent of
channel type in the upper Skookumchuck watershed is a source type of channel
(contributes sediment), very little source channel types exist in the lower Skookumchuck
River and in Hanaford Creek (18 and 19% respectively) (Lunetta et al. 1997). This is
particularly important in the lower Skookumchuck River because the dam hinders the
downstream transport of sediment and wood from the headwaters, limiting spawning
gravels and LWD in the lower reaches.

Bank erosion is common along the lower Skookumchuck River, with 180 observations of
erosion (20.8 miles) documented by Wampler et al. (1993) (Figure 47). Locations for
these erosion sites include the mainstem Skookumchuck River, Thompson Creek,
Johnson Creek, and Bloody Run Creek. Whether the type of bank erosion sediment is

beneficial (coarse for spawning gravel) or detrimental (clay/fine sediments) is unknown,
and needs further assessment. It is likely that the erosion is related to the loss of riparian
(see Riparian section), as well as other activities, such as vehicle crossings and livestock
access (Figure 48). Nine sites of livestock access to streams were noted, and the extent of



access impacts is high, at 40 miles of stream length. This resulted in livestock access
listed as the second highest habitat degradation type in the Skookumchuck sub-basin by
Wampler et al (1993). Vehicle activity was also prevalent, with documentation of 15
stream bank observations and 9 instream sites (Wampler et al. 1993). For all of the above
reasons, sediment quantity and quality are rated “poor” for the lower Skookumchuck
River and tributaries.

Fine sediment inputs can suffocate salmonid eggs and reduce interstitial spaces used by
small juveniles for rearing. Recent measurements of fine sediments are needed, but in the
1970s, the percent of fine sediments was estimated at 19% between RM 7.2-22.1, to 26%
from RM 0-7.2 in the Skookumchuck River; both values are very high (Phinney and
Bucknell field notes 1975). High levels of fine sediments were also estimated in Salmon
Creek (50%), Johnson Creek (33%), and Thompson Creek (30%) (Phinney and Bucknell
field notes 1975), and R.W. Beck and Associates (1973) state that high levels of fines
exist in the lower Skookumchuck River. The methodology used for both of these reports
is unknown, and combined with the age of the data, should be repeated.

In the 1970s, the streambed substrate for Hanaford Creek was listed as 100% clay in the
lower 8.9 miles (Phinney and Bucknell field notes 1975). It is not known whether this is
a completely natural condition or caused by increased channel incision or other problems,
but upstream, the substrate rated “good”, with only 10% fine sediments (Phinney and
Bucknell field notes 1975). North Hanaford Creek had high levels (40%) of fine
sediments, while South Hanaford Creek had extremely high (90%) levels of fines in the
1970s. Packwood Creek had high levels of fines (75%), while Snyder Creek was
described as a “clay lined ditch”. Coal Creek fines were estimated at 10%, within
acceptable ranges. Given the age of the data and the lack of methodology, reassessment
of these streams is strongly recommended. Coal mining in the Hanaford basin exposes
about 900 acres of land, and is a probable cause of increased sedimentation, especially in
Packwood Creek (Hiss et al. 1982).

Because most of the tributaries to the upper Skookumchuck River (upstream of the
Skookumchuck Dam) have high gradients (>8%), the watershed is a transport watershed,;
gravels and large woody debris tend to transport readily downstream (Weyerhaeuser
1997). However, transport of sediment, wood, and water has been increased by the
removal of large woody debris through dam break floods and timber harvest, coupled
with an altered riparian zone that no longer contributes key pieces of woody debris.
Historically LWD was abundant. The lack of current LWD results in greater sediment
transport (less gravel remains for spawning salmonids), greater channel instability, more
energy during floods that can increase scour, and less pools and cover available for
migrating and rearing salmonids. Spawning gravel is especially limited in upper Fall
Creek, mid-upper Pheeney Creek, Eleven Creek, Twelve Creek, and in the headwaters
(from the confluence of Drop Creek upstream) (Weyerhaeuser 1997). The quality of
spawning gravels is not a problem, as fine sediments a